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Senator Siewert asked:

Please provide the hospitalisation data for chiidioken down by condition), as has been
reported in previous Indigenous Expenditure Reports

Answer:

See Attachment ATable 1a: Indigenous hospital separations (exctudialyses), by
selected principal diagnosis aged 0-14 years, Wortherritory, 2001-02 to 2008-09. The
table presents the data as absolute or raw numbers.

Data Note: In line with the Australian Instituteldéalth and Welfare (AIHW) rules around
raw number small cell size suppression, if a catitains 5 or fewer counts it is suppressed
and if the table only has two cells in a row/coluamu one cell is suppressed the other also
has to be suppressed as you would be able to fauirthe value given the total.

The latest NTER Monitoring Report June-DecembelO2@kesents data as a rate per 1,000
children. Presenting absolute numbers rather dhate has limitations. Hospital separations
may increase or decrease for reasons unrelatddhtmes in the health status of children. For
example, the population of children may be goinguphere may be changes occurring in
the availability or type of treatment either in padal or in a community setting. Data from
one or two years may also be different to the l@mm trend because of random variation. To
help identify real change that may be attributablanderlying change in the rate of health
conditions among children, it is desirable to uaadver a longer time period and to take
account of underlying population change.

It was with these considerations in mind, thatDiepartment of Health and Ageing asked the
AIHW to produce a customised version of hospitéilisadata from National Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Health Performance Frameviarkhe Northern Territory. This was
included in the latest closing the Gap in the NTnllaring Report.



