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Question:

a) What was the Department’s total spend on external legal services (including services
provided by the Australian Government Solicitor) (GST inclusive) for calendar year
20167

b) Can an itemised list of costs of each legal matter (GST inclusive) please be provided?
c) Can a list of relevant Contract Notices published on Austender please be provided?

Answer:

a) The Department is required under the Legal Services Directions 2005 to report specific
information about legal services expenditure to the Office of Legal Services Coordination
(OLSC) annually. The information for financial year 2015-16 has been provided to the
OLSC and is available publically. It would be an unreasonable diversion of departmental
resources to provide the total spend on external legal services for the calendar year of
2016, which is not required to be reported under the Legal Services Directions 2005.

b) The Department is required under the Legal Services Directions 2005 to report specific
information about legal services expenditure to the OLSC annually. It would be an
unreasonable diversion of departmental resources to provide an itemised list of costs of
each legal matter, which is not required to be reported under the Legal Services
Directions 2005.

c) This information is available publicly.



