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Type of Question: Written Question on Notice 

 

Senator: Abetz, Eric 

 

Question:  

 

In the case of an emergency would the Department of Health suspend normal bureaucratic 

procedures to ensure that Australian citizens are protected from the effects of a chemical or 

biological attack?   

 

 

Answer: 

 

Please refer to the response provided to Question on Notice SQ16-000343. 

 

The Therapeutic Goods Act 1989 contains provisions under section 18A to allow for the 

importation and supply of unregistered therapeutic goods in the event of an emergency so that 

goods may be stockpiled as quickly as possible in order to create a preparedness to deal with 

a potential threat to public health that may be caused by a possible future emergency; or so 

that goods can be made available urgently in Australia in order to deal with an actual threat to 

public health caused by an emergency that has occurred. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


