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Question:

Senator GALLAGHER: I am looking at a list of obsolete items. Is that the one under tranche
1? You have a list of item numbers under diagnostic imaging, ENT, gastro, obstetrics and
thoracics.

Ms Cahill: That is a small part of the work that has been done by those various clinical
committees. One of the things that they were asked by the taskforce to do early in their
process was to look through the list of items that had been allocated to them and identify any
items that they believed, on the basis of their clinical expert opinion, were potentially
obsolete. That work was then drawn together by the department and went out for public
consultation in December.

Senator GALLAGHER: I am after the list. Is there a list somewhere of items that the
committees are looking at?

Answer:
The list of Medicare Benefits Schedule items being reviewed by the clinical committees in

the first tranche is available on the Department of Health’s website:
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/MBSR -committees
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