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Question:  

 

On the broader question of drug strategy, what evidence is there that the existing overall 

spend of $1.7bn is having an impact on drug treatment and prevention?   

 

 

Answer: 

 

The following data highlights improvements in the areas of prevention and treatment: 

 A lower proportion of Australians are reporting recent use of illicit drugs, with 15 per 

cent of Australians aged 14 years and over reporting recent use of illicit drugs in 2013 (at 

least once in the past 12 months), down from 16.7  per cent in 2001
1
.  The greatest 

declines in use over this period were reported for people aged 14 to 19, followed by 20 to 

29 year olds and 30 to 39 year olds 
2
. 

 More Australians are receiving treatment for problematic drug and alcohol use.  Between 

2003-04 and 2013-14 there was a 32 per cent increase in the number of closed treatment 

episodes provided by publicly-funded alcohol and other drug treatment agencies in 

Australia
3
.  This represents an increase in treatment rates from 6.9 per thousand people to 

7.7 per thousand people
4
. A closed treatment episode is defined as a period of contact 

between a client and a treatment provider (or team of providers) that is closed when 

treatment is completed or has ceased, or where there has been no further contact between 

the client and the treatment provider for three months.  
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