Senate Community Affairs Committee
ANSWERS TO ESTIMATES QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
HEALTH AND AGEING PORTFOLIO
Additional Estimates 13 & 15 February 2013

Question: E13-001

OUTCOME 0: Whole of Portfolio
Topic: BRE Level Information

Type of Question: Hansard Page 42, Wednesday 13 February 2013
Senator: Senator Fierravanti-Wells

Question:

Please provide funding against BREs for the department, with adequate retractions.

Answer:

A list of BREs is attached with their forward estimates on a fiscal basis as at Additional
Estimates 2012-13.

BREs are an internal departmental classification, created to manage funding across the
operational structure of the department and to support Government reporting requirements,
aggregating to program level, as published in the Department of Health and Ageing Portfolio
Budget Statements (PBS) and Annual Report. The Department’s financial management IT
systems are structured on this basis to provide reports at BRE and program level.

BRE information does not, as a matter of course, readily align with sub programs, particular
measures or government decisions as published in Budget Paper No. 2.

BRE data is subject to change on a regular basis both within individual BREs and across
multiple BREs due to a number of factors including parameter updates, indexation, changes
to population or demand, accounting requirements and decisions of government.

‘In-confidence” BREs are identified and information redacted in the attached table where the
information relates to:

» national security, defence or international relations;

o legal-in-confidence material;

o material obtained in confidence;

e trade secrets or commercially valuable information; or

e Commonwealth-State relations.
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