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Senator Cash asked: 
 
Can you provide the Government’s policy on female genital mutilation? 
 
Answer: 
 
As previously advised the Department of Health and Ageing has lead responsibility in the 
Commonwealth for these matters. 
 
Legislation against female genital mutilation is the responsibility of state and territory 
governments. All states and territories have enacted legislation making female genital 
mutilation a criminal offence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


