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Terms of Reference 

Extract from Standing Order 24 

(1) (a) At the commencement of each Parliament, a Standing Committee 
for the Scrutiny of Bills shall be appointed to report, in respect of 
the clauses of bills introduced into the Senate, and in respect of 
Acts of the Parliament, whether such bills or Acts, by express 
words or otherwise: 

(i) trespass unduly on personal rights and liberties; 

(ii) make rights, liberties or obligations unduly dependent upon 
insufficiently defined administrative powers; 

(iii) make rights, liberties or obligations unduly dependent upon 
non-reviewable decisions; 

(iv) inappropriately delegate legislative powers; or 

(v) insufficiently subject the exercise of legislative power to 
parliamentary scrutiny. 

 
 (b) The committee, for the purpose of reporting upon the clauses of a 

bill when the bill has been introduced into the Senate, may consider 
any proposed law or other document or information available to it, 
notwithstanding that such proposed law, document or information 
has not been presented to the Senate. 
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• The Committee has commented on these bills 
 

This Digest is circulated to all Honourable Senators. 
Any Senator who wishes to draw matters to the attention of the 

Committee under its terms of reference is invited to do so. 





Alert Digest 13/03 

Intelligence Services Amendment Bill 2003 

[Introduced into the House of Representatives on 15 October 2003. Portfolio: 
Foreign Affairs] 
 
The bill amends the Intelligence Services Act 2001 to allow the Australian 
Secret Intelligence Service (ASIS) to enhance its protection of staff and agents 
while maintaining current legislative limitations on the functions of the 
agency. 
 
The bill allows ASIS to accept protection from other agencies, including 
armed protection, for its staff and agents; and allows its staff and agents to 
defend themselves more adequately through training in self-defence and the 
provision of weapons solely for the purposes of defence outside Australia. 

The bill also contains an application provision. 
 
 

The Committee has no comment on this bill. 

Any Senator who wishes to draw matters to the attention of the 
Committee under its terms of reference is invited to do so. 
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Social Security Amendment (Further Simplification) 
Bill 2003 

[Introduced into the House of Representatives on 16 October 2003. Portfolio: 
Family and Community Services] 
 
The bill amends the Social Security Act 1991 (the Act) to: 
 
• consolidate and simplify the rent assistance provisions within a new Part 

3.7; 

• amend the definition of �compensation affected payments� and clarify 
which payments are recoverable when customers receive an economic 
loss compensation payment; 

• amend the definition of �independent� to include disability support 
pension youth customers, so that their treatment is consistent with that 
applied to youth allowance customers; and  

• make technical amendments to clarify the operation of the income and 
assets tests provisions of Chapter 3 of the Act. 

The bill also contains application provisions. 
 
 

The Committee has no comment on this bill. 

Any Senator who wishes to draw matters to the attention of the 
Committee under its terms of reference is invited to do so. 
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Truth in Food Labelling Bill 2003 

[Introduced into the Senate on 13 October 2003 by Senator Brown as a Private 
Senator�s bill] 
 
The bill provides for a comprehensive food labelling system for Australia that 
requires the labelling of all genetically modified foods and not just those foods 
that still have detectable levels of genetically modified protein or DNA left 
after processing. The bill also requires the Minister to establish a monitoring 
plan and establishes the public�s right of access to information on food 
products; and residues and contaminants in foods. 
 
 

The Committee has no comment on this bill. 

Any Senator who wishes to draw matters to the attention of the 
Committee under its terms of reference is invited to do so. 
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Any Senator who wishes to draw matters to the attention of the 
Committee under its terms of reference is invited to do so. 
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PARLIAMENTARY AMENDMENTS AND THE 
COMMITTEE�S TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 
 
AMENDMENTS IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
(7-9 October) 
 
Civil Aviation Amendment Bill 2003:  The House of Representatives amended this bill on 
8 October 2003. The amendments raise no issues within the Committee�s terms of reference.  
 
 
AMENDMENTS IN THE SENATE 
(7-9 October) 
 
Superannuation (Government Co-contribution for Low Income Earners) Bill 2003:  
The Senate amended this bill on 7 October 2003. The Senate also requested that the House 
of Representatives make two amendments to this bill. The amendments raise no issues 
within the Committee�s terms of reference. 
 
Superannuation (Government Co-contributions for Low Income Earners) 
(Consequential Amendments) Bill 2003: The Senate amended this bill on 7 October 2003. 
The amendments raise no issues within the Committee�s terms of reference. 
 
Superannuation (Surcharge Rate Reduction) Amendment Bill 2003:  The Senate 
amended this bill on 7 October 2003. The amendments raise no issues within the 
Committee�s terms of reference. 
 
Taxation Laws Amendment Bill (No.7) 2003: The Senate amended this bill on 7 October 
2003. The amendments raise no issues within the Committee�s terms of reference. 
 
Australian Protective Service Amendment Bill 2003: The Senate amended this bill on 8 
and 13 October 2003. The amendments raise no issues within the Committee�s terms of 
reference. 
 
 
(13-16 October) 
 
Family Assistance Legislation Amendment (Extension of Time Limits) Bill 2003.  The 
Senate amended this bill on 13 and 14 October 2003. The Senate also requested that the 
House of Representatives make eight amendments to this bill. The amendments raise no 
issues within the Committee�s terms of reference. 
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