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Appendix 4 
Data collections held by departments 

Answer: 
Table 1 lists the major data collections held by the Department of Health. The term 
‘major data collections’ has been defined as containing greater than one million lines of 
data and updated annually, or at a higher frequency, and potentially available for 
research purposes. 

 
Table 1: Major Datasets held by Health 
 

Ageing and Aged Care Division 

Branch Managing the collection Data Collection 

Aged Care Policy Branch Residential Care data 

Home Care data 

Home and Community Care Minimum 
Data Set 

Home Support Branch Commonwealth Home Support 
Programme Data Set 

My Aged Care Operations Branch Ageing and Aged Care Data Warehouse 

Health Workforce Division 

Branch Managing the collection Data Collection 

Rural Access Branch Medicare Provider Number Approval 
System 

Health Training Branch Australian General Practice Training 
(AGPT) Programme data 
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Medical Benefits Division 

Branch Managing the collection Data Collection 

Medicare Financing and Listing Branch Medical Benefits Schedule 

Office of Hearing Services Voucher Scheme clients and data 

Pharmaceutical Benefits Division 

Branch Managing the collection Data Collection 

Pharmaceutical Policy Branch Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 

Research, Data and Evaluation Division 

Branch Managing the collection Data Collection 

Health Analytics Branch Private Hospital Data Bureau (PHDB) 

Hospital Casemix Protocol 1 (HCP1) 

General Treatment Dental (GTD) 

Office of Health Protection Division 

Branch Managing the collection Data Collection 

Health Protection Policy Branch National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance 
System (NNDSS) 

Immunisation Branch Australian Childhood Immunisation 
Register 

National Human Papillomavirus 
Vaccination Register 
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE SOCIAL SERVICES PORTFOLIO 
FOLLOWING PUBLIC HEARING - SYDNEY 11 DECEMBER 2015 

Question No: 15 

Topic: Access to Australian Government Data Hansard page: Written 

Senator Question Submitted by: Senator O'Neill, Chair, Senate Select Committee on Health 
Please provide a list of the major data collections held by the department arranged by the area 
responsible for managing or updating the collection in a manner similar to Appendix 7 of AIHW 
Annual Report. 

Answer: 
No Group responsible for handling  the collection Data collection / asset 
1 Policy Office – Social Security Stream Basic Data Set (BDS) 
2 Social Security Performance and Analysis – Social 

Security Stream 
Bluebook Dataset 

3 Social Security Policy – Social Security Stream Carers Data Set (CDS) 
4 Social Security Policy – Social Security Stream Cyril – Pensions Dataset 
5 Social Security Policy – Social Security Stream Household, Income and Labour 

Dynamics in Australia Survey 
(HILDA) 

6 Social Security Policy – Social Security Stream The Longitudinal Study of 
Australian Children (LSAC) 

7 Social Security Policy – Social Security Stream The Longitudinal Study of 
Indigenous Children (LSIC) 

8 Social Security Policy – Social Security Stream Journeys Home 
9 Social Security Policy – Social Security Stream Building a New Life in Australia 

(BNLA): The Longitudinal Study of 
Humanitarian Migrants 

10 Multicultural Settlement Services and Communities – 
Families and Communities Stream 

Humanitarian Entrants 
Management Systems (HEMS) 

11 Multicultural Settlement Services and Communities – 
Families and Communities Stream 

Settlement Database – 
Settlement Reporting Facility 
(SDB) 

12 Housing Homelessness and Assurance– Disabilities and 
Housing Stream 

Housing Data Set (HDS) 

13 Housing Homelessness and Assurance– Disabilities and 
Housing Stream 

Journeys Home: Longitudinal 
Study of Factors Affecting 
Housing Stability 

14 Social Security Policy – Social Security Stream JASON (A longitudinal episodic 
collection of datasets derived from 
data from the Department of 
Human Services) 
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Senate Select Committee on Health 
 

PUBLIC HEARING – 11 DECEMBER 2015 
ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE 

 
Department of Human Services 

 
Topic: Big Data and Data Linkage 
 
Question reference number: DHS – Question 15 
 
Senator: O’Neill 
Type of question: Written 
Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 26 January 2016 
Number of pages: 2 
 
 

Question: 
Can you provide a list of the major data collections held by the department arranged by 
the area responsible for managing or updating the collection? 
 
Answer: 
The Department of Human Services (the Department) delivers a range of government 
and other payments and services to almost every Australian. 
As a consequence of the wide range of interactions the Department has with the 
Australian public, large amounts of information are collected and held in the 
Department’s systems. The data is not held as a formal collection. 
The Department’s interactions include: 

• Centrelink payments and services for retirees, the unemployed, families, carers, 
parents, students, people with disabilities, Indigenous Australians, people from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, people living overseas and 
provision of services at times of major change, including disaster recovery 
payments. 

• Aged care payments to services funded under the Aged Care Act 1997 including 
residential care, home care and flexible care services, and assessment of means 
and assets. 
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• Medicare services and payments that support the health of Australians such as 
Medicare, the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, eHealth, Private Health 
Insurance Rebate, the Australian Childhood Immunisation Register, the National 
Bowel Cancer Screening Register and the Australian Organ Donor Register. 

• Child Support services for separated parents to provide the financial and 
emotional support necessary for their children’s wellbeing. 

 
The Department also delivers other services including Tasmanian Freight Equalisation 
Scheme and Early Release of Superannuation, as well as whole of government services 
such as myGov. 
The Department, in consultation with the policy departments, publishes data on public 
facing websites.  Currently, the Department provides the following datasets on 
data.gov.au: 

• Centrelink Programme Demographic data; 

• Medicare Programme information including the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 
and the Australian Organ Donor Register; and 

• Annual Report. 
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