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Terms of Reference

On 7 May 1992, the Senate referred to the Committee an inquiry on
Water Resources - Toxic Algae. The terms of reference were as follows:

a)

b)

The management of water, water use and water quality and the
agencies involved, including those in Commonwealth,
State/Territories and Local Government; and

the impacts of agricultural, industrial and domestic use of and
inputs to Australia’'s inland waterways, including rivers,
tributaries, streams, creeks, lakes and underground waterways,

and, in keeping with ecologically sustainable development, the
Committee inquire particularly into:

c)

d)

e)

whether flows allocated for environmental needs should be
required in regulated rivers, or licence to divert should be
restricted to enable adequate flows to be maintained;

the extent to which nutrients should be reduced by removal of
wastewater, feedlot runoff, irrigation flows and agricultural runoff;
and

the impact of these issues on continued sustainable farming, and
the economic and social impacts on rural communities,

commencing with an inquiry into the impact of toxic algae upon
Australian waterways.






Recommendations

Sewage Treatment




'Recommen&ati(jn 4

The Commlttee recommends that the development of the Natlonal'

the resp0n31b1e authorities 'of the efficiency of exlstxng sewerage o
systems to estabhsh thelr performance levels relatlve to their -

The Comettee recommends that the development of the Natlonal :
Water Quality Management Strategy include urgent attention*
being glven by responsible authorities to situations where’ efﬂuent :
overﬂows or bypasses sewage treatment plants (Paragraph 2. 14) :

Water Quahty Management Strategy include information re]atmg '
to the successful use of treated sewage for irrigation being ;
circulated to local commumtles who mlght take advantage of thls
approach (Paragraph 2. 15) RS -




"Recommendatxon 9

The Commlttee recommends that ifa 51gmficant reductlon in levels
of phosphorus in :etergents has’ ot beer_l achieved within two « HiE ]




Urban Runoff

_Recommendatmn 13 _

The Comrmttee recommends that as part of the development of the'
National Water Quality Management Strategy, the provision of .
dual reticulation systems for the use of 'grey. water' be considered:
in the development of new housmg estates on a’ natmnal basu;
(Paragraph 2. 31) : : :

Reconnnendatlon 14

' Natlonal Water Quahty Management Strategy, adequate treatment
of storm water runoff to prevent nutrient pollution of waterways:
be- mcorporated as an mtegral pa:rt of the planmng of new urban :
developments (Paragraph 2 33) : i :

Data on Nutrient levels

_'-Recommendatmn 15.

The Cormmttee recommends that all data collected by government :
instrumentalities in relation to nutrient levels be made avaﬂable to
_other agenc1es and the pubhc (Pa.ragraph 2. 66) SRR

Water Allocations

Reeommendatron 16

The Commlttee recommends that as part of the development of the
National Water Quality Management Strategr, no further - @ .
irrigation water entitlements be issued in ‘any area until it has
‘been established that there is adequate water available to meet the
environmental’ reqmrements of the downstream sections of the = .
' Waterway after exmtmg allocatlons have been used (Paragraph -




Unregulated Flows

_Recommendatlon 17




Flood Plains

Reeommendatmn 21

The Comrmttee recommends that as part of the development of the
‘National Water Quality Management . Strategy, the approval of
future developments be dependent on an assessment of the 1mpact

on’ downstream flood plams (Paragraph 2 80) ' L

Public Concerns

"'Recommendatmn 22

The Com:rmttee recommends that contmgency plans be reqlnred to
outline the procedures to be carried out at local, State/Territory -
and Commonwealth levels in'the event of algal bIooms (Paragraph
3. 22) : N S R

Recommendatmn 23

'I'he Com:mttee recommends that as part of the development of the
National Water Quality Management Strategy, water managers - -
‘and health depa.rtments be provided with sufficient information in‘

relation to the treatment of algal blooms for them to be able to .
make timely decisions in: relatxon to the management of water

bodles (Paragraph 3. 22) : ‘o

f Recommendatmn 24

The Commlttee recommends that commu.mtles be mformed of the
reasons for décisions taken by water managers and health S
departments to address toxic algal blooms m thelr areas '_ ; [RETEES
(Pa.ragraph 3 22) o S R







Remmmendatlon 29

_The Comlmttee recommends that con51derat10n be given to. the -
establishment of a number of long-term natlonal reference R
: momtormg mtes (Paragraph 3 41) o

Legislation

Recommendatmn 30

f(Paragraph 4 7)

Regulatory Mechanisms

Recom_mendatlon 31

The Commttee recommends that as part of the ‘National Water B
'Quahiar Management Strategy, regulatory mechanisms be rewewed
to ensure that the respectwe responsibilities and roles of various - -
government agen(:les are clearly def'med (Paragraph 4 8)

Incentive Schemes

Recommendatlon 32

The Comxmttee recommends t.hat as part of the Natlonal Water




Community Awareness

Recommendatlon 33

Quahty Management Strategy, the state of community" awareness" '
-in.relation to algal blooms be assessed so that spec1ﬁc problem B
eas can. be 1dent1fied (Paragraph 4 28)

Preventative Action

"‘prowde mcentlves for ‘membérs of the commumty to u_ndertake_ o
preventative actions in: relatmn to mmntannng water quality -
(Paragraph 4:44) o

_ Recommendatlon 35

-E;EThe.Commlttee recommends that the gmdelmes for the National |
‘Water Quality ‘Management Strategy be based on enwronmental
'cntena as well physzo—chemlca.l factors (Paragrap 4 61)




Recommendatlon 37

The Cormmttee recommends that the development of performance :

elected by their commumtms to posmons on mtegrated catchment
_management commlttees (Paragraph 4 67) .

Government Policies

Recommendatlon 40

to the ):mpact of mdiwdual pohc1es on other g()vernment or
:commumty programs in accordance with a multx-ob_;ectlve approach
to management of resources (Paragraph 4 73) FEISEEE
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