THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

SOCCER

A report from the Senate Environment, Recreation, Communications
and the Arts References Committee

First Report
June 1995



© Commonwealth of Australia 1995

ISBN 0642229562
064222957 0

Cover Photos of young soccer players provided by the Australian Soccer Federation.
Left Inset: Two young soccer players, photographer unknown
Centre Inset: Group of young soccer players, photographer unknown

Right Inset: One young soccer player, photograph by Mr Ron Hughes

Cover design by Senate Publishing Unit, Parliament House, Canberra.

This document was produced from camera ready copy and printed by the Senate Printing Unit,
Parliament House, Canberra.



MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE

Core Members

Senator John Coulter (AD), South Australia (Chair)
Senator Kim Carr (ALP), Victoria (Deputy Chair)
Senator Eric Abetz (LP), Tasmania

Senator Michael Baume (LP), New South Wales
Senator Paul Calvert (LP), Tasmania

Senator Alan Ferguson (LP), South Australia

Senator the Hon Margaret Reynolds (ALP), Queensland
Senator Thomas Wheelwright {ALP), New South Wales

Substitute Members

Senator Grant Chapman (LP), South Australia
Substitute member for Senator Calvert for part of the duration of the Soccer inquiry

Participating Members

Senator Julian McGauran (NPA), Victoria
Participating member for the duration of the Soccer inquiry

Former Members

Senator John Devereux (ALP), Tasmania (Former Deputy Chair)
Period of Appointment — 10.10.94 10 10.2.95

Senator Stephen Loosley (ALP), New South Wales
Period of Appointment ~ 10.10.94 10 19.5.95

Committee Secretary Mr Robert J King
Research Staff Dr Frances Michaelis
Executive Assistant Ms Diane Strong

Senate Environment, Recreation, Communications and the Arts References Committee
Parliament House Canberra, Ph: (06) 277 3525, Fax: {06) 277 58138



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Terms of Reference
Summary
Findings and Recommendations
Preamble
Difficulties encountered by the Committee

Conclusions and Recommendations Arising from the Committee Inquiry

Recommendations of the Hon D G Stewart
The Committee’s response

Appendix 1 - List of Submissions

Appendix 2 — List of Public Hearings and Witnesses

In Defence of Civil Liberties
Minority Report by Senators Carr, Reynolds and Wheelwright

Page No

ifi

3 o—

17

19

25



SOCCER INQUIRY

Terms of Reference

On the 8 December 1994 and 2 February 1995 the Senate resolved that the Senate

Environment, Recreation, Commumnications and the Arts References Committee-

inquire into the role of coaches, players, agents, clubs, officials and
others in the transfer of Australian sportspeople and into any other
matters relating to corruption, conflicts of interest, tax evasion, and
improper financial transactions with particular reference to the sport of
soccer; and review the report by the Hon. D. G. Stewart to the
Australian Soccer Federation; and that the Committee report to the

Senate on this matter by 31 August 1995,

The Committee’s reporting date was extended to 29 June 1995 by resolution
of the Senate on 11 May 1995 and to 31 August 1995 by resolution of the

Senate on 22 June 1995.
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SUMMARY

The Committee's inquiry:-

confirmed the media reports of mid-1994 that had generated public concerns
leading to the inquiry, that there were substantial differences (totalling more
than $1 million in the relatively few transfers the Committee examined)
between prices paid by overseas clubs and the money received by Australian
clubs for the transfer of Australian players to Europe;

confirmed that large amounts of cash, or cash equivalents, involved in some
of these transactions made it impossible to trace the ultimate beneficiaries of
these vast differences;

confirmed that some Australian club officials not only were aware of these
differences but had provided receipts in their club's name for monies their
club had not received; '

confirmed that there was no evidence that any of the missing money ended up
with the National or Assistant National Coach or any Australian Soccer
Federation (ASF) official or National Soccer League (NSL) club official;

found no additional credible evidence that would sustain the majority of the
Hon D G Stewart's recommended action against various Australian soccer
coaches and officials;

concluded that the Committee's inquiry has served the best interests both of
soccer football, by providing an opportunity to clear the air of all the
allegations, rumours and speculation affecting the sport over a considerable
period, as well as by allowing those alleged to have been guilty of
misbehaviour the opportunity to respond ;

was hampered, but not damaged, by the failure of Government members of
the Committee to participate fully in its hearings and by their public criticism
of the Committee's activities ; and

has already led to significant improvements in the administration of soccer
football in Australia, and the Committee believes that the implementation of
its recommendations would further assist this process.





