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THE PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITIEE ON PUBLIC' WORKS.
ERECTION CF NATIONAL LIBRARY AND ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL,
CANBERRA, AT,
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The Parliamsntary Standing Committes on Public Works,
to which the House of Representatives referred for investiga-
tion and Report the question of the erection of the Nationsl
Library and Roosevelt Memorial, Canberra, Australian Capitel
Territory,; bas the henour to report ms follows i~

HISTORICAL,
1. ~ Durding the first session of the Commonwealth Farlimment
a Library Comaittes was appointed consisting of seven Senators

and seven Members of the House of Representatives; its duties
included the establishment of a Library to cater for the needs
of Members of Parlisment.

2. This Committes, as early as 19803, indicated in a
Report that in addition to gathering & collection of books for
the Library of Parlisment it had in mind the probability of jcho
sgtablishment in the National Capital of a Federal Public
Library of which the Parliementary Library would be only one
section.

3. in a Report made in 1907, it annunciated the ideal
of establishing in the Federal Capital a great Public Library
on the lines of the world famous Library of Congress &t
Washington - & 1ivrary worthy of the Australian Nation, the
home of literature, not of a State or & perliod, but of the
world and of all time. It was hoped to establish & centre %o
which might gravitate as years pass, manuscripts, documents and
records of all kinds, and particularly relating to the dimcovery,
colonisation, history, and development of Australia and
adjacent regions, to which public funds and private benefactors
might contribute..
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4. While the Commonwealth Perliament functioned in
Kelbourne a number of books was ascumulated with this objact
in view and it was intended when the Parlismeht was transferred
to Canberra to establish, apart from Parlisment, a building to
accommodate the eollegtion for the Natione) Library.
.38 In 1925, the Publie Works Committes recommended to
Parljament that the building now known as West Block should be
erscted in time for the transfer of Parliament to Canberra.
It further recommended that the building should be known as
the National Library, but be shared with a number of other
Government Dapartments. Accordingly the ascommodation allotted
%0 the Library in the Parliament building designed for Canberra
in 1925, was limited to & book eapacity of 100,000 which was
considersd sufficient for the immediate servicing of the
Parlisment.
6. The Library surrendered the accommodation provided
in West Block in order that the Jtatistician's Eranch might be
brought to Canberra during the financial depression of 1929/32,
s In 1934 a commencement was made with the erection of
s National Libhrary building fronting King's Avenue. It was to
be built fn sections and the first section was designed t{c form
a book stack in the complete building, but adapted on the ground
floor to provide a temporary reading room for the publie,
8. In 1938, the Joint Library Committee made special
representations to the Government for large extensions to the
Nabjonal Library building, and these wers receiving sympathetic
consideration whm the war broke out.

9. Following upon the death of Franklin Dolano Roosevelt,
Prepident of the United States of America, it was decided to
erect & mamorial to himy, and & sub~committee of Cabinet vas
appointed to consider the form this memorial should take. It
wes eventuslly decided that, when the National Library was being
erected there should be set aside & special wing in which would
be_ established The Franklin Roogevelt Library of Ameriosn
Literaturs as a memorial to Prssident Roossvelt snd as & permanent
econtribution to Australisn-Americen understanding, snd a
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gomprehensive record of the rise and development of American
eivilisation.
10, Ensouraging co~opsration has been forthcoming from the
Department of 3tate at Washington and from American Institutions
such as the Library of Congress and a substantial gift of 500
importent Ameriesn books has been received from the Rockefellsr

Foundation.
PROPOSAL.

11, The proposal submitted to this Committce aims at the
erestion of a building which, in s&ddition to being a repository
for the numerous volumss forming the National collection, will
also provide space for the varied activities now carried out,
or leter to be entrusted to the Library Authorities.

12, It is intended that the building shell be so designed
as to incorporate the exigting Netional Librery block into the
structure, which blosk ¢ould bs utilised as the Roosevalt

Nemorial Wing.
STRUCIURE .

13 The building is designed &s a steel-franad structure
eonsisting of a Basement and three Kain Floors supplemented
with Mexkanine levels betwsen Ground and Firat and vetween
First and Second Floors. It will have reinforced conorete
ficors and heams to all excepting the two Mezzanine Floors
which will have & apecfal type of constiruction to permit of
flexibility in space allocation,

14 The external wails will be faced with cast stons.
The variety of casi stone that is generally favoured is a
erushed grey granite with GO per cent white cement and 40 per
oent‘ord_innry cement. The atone fa cast with a dove all
extending from the top to the bottom; thisy when builty is
keyed to the conerste backing and forms sn integral part of
the wall.

15 The interns] walls and floors will be treated with
materials suitable io the various arsas, and particular
attention will be given to acoustic requirements.

16, Windows throughout will be frumed with nonwferrous
metal sectionsy the flat roof will be covered with & bituminous
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roefing material lnsulated below and protested absve by a water
preof sement tile surface.
174 Partitions will he gonstructed of demountable materials
such as terra cotta iumber or pre~fabricated units of eit;{w notal
or timber. Joinery will be esrried eut in Australisn tisbars.
8, The usable flsor arsas exeluding walls, aorrid{ori, stairs,
zm-. ducts, touots and roems for mechanical onx:lnntw
nrvuu, [1TH in ast cut as ~ ;

Livrary e 208,750 HSquare Feet.

Film Uit ouo, 31,500 ® *

. w " n
RSTINAIED COST.

19, The estimated cost of the building and services due %o
changing circumstances in the tuilding industry, will be subject
o variation. As. at July, 1948, the e¢stimated dost for this
propossl was. £1,702,000, the detalls of which are am follows §=

£ £ £
Buildins 14100,273 -
Enginearing Services ~ it
(1) Au-emdiﬂonhg ]
Livray 210,000
Film Uais 86,000
Roosevelt Memorial 114500
Fiin Store (20! % 20') 900 308,400
(2) Mechanical Ventilation »
Xitchen and Lavatories
Clesning, Unpacking, etc. 44800
{3) Hot Water Supply ¢
Eitohen and Levatories. 3,800
" (4) Kitchen and Cnfeteria i
Equipment. 84500
(5) Lifts 3
taﬂ Goodge 8‘300
gtack 4,200
Sta0k 4,200
Stack 4,700
-SLaff = Goods. 73100
Phnangex' 8,300
Steff = Goods 3,600
Book. 1,800
File 1,300 43,500 367,100
Txternal Paving and Cay Park eee §,000
Steel Book Stacks ’ee 75,000
. ‘ 1,547,373
10 par eent eoniingency provision ... 154,727
Total YY) £1,708,000,

TRERBRINERS.
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TIME POR COMPLETION.
0. "The time that would be taken to complete the building
is & matier of conjecture. Before building operations could be
comuenced working drawinge would have to be prepared and thess,
it was stated, might take sighteen months to complets., It is
quite possible that two years might elapse before tenders could
be calleds The time taken to construet the bullding is also a
matter of conjecture and would depend upon the availability of
naterials, Officials Br the Department of Works and Housing
stated that i ready to proceed with the building in two years!
time it would take up to CTive years to éomplete the structure.
SITE.
21, The eite, bounded by Kings' Avenue, Broughton Street
and. Mecquarie Streety has &n area of seven scres, and is
cluimed to be an ldesl gite for the purpose of the National
iibrary, It i1s represented that the park land eavironment and
surroundings will permit the harmonious and yet individual
architectural characier of the building to be viewad to advantage
frow all engleg. )
22, The area has a slight even fall of about twelve feet .
from Eroughton Sireet to King's Avenus, a diatance of 415 feet;
the portlon to ba occupied by the Main -Library building has a
paximon £fall of six feet.
23, The ground at present is roughly grassed and without
formal planting excapting in the vicinity of the existing
building. It ias propesed to landacape the whole area using
a formal treatment as & setting to all elevations. & feature .
of the Broughton Street elevation iIn the plans submitted would
be the development of & covered way linking the Library with the
Film Unit into & formal pergola treatment with access through
into the garden court. A fountain and small reflecting pool are
designed to be placed on the main axis of the Lilrary building
and & second pool to enhance the quiet seclusion of the garden

court.
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COMMYTTEE'S INVESTIGATIONS,
24, The Committes studied the plans submitted, viewed
the site, and inspected the Library space ogcupled ia
Parlisment House snd in the existing duilding now known as the
¥ational Library and whigh it is suggested to incorporate in the
new building as the Roossvelt Memorial. A visit was also pasd te
the Institute of Anatomy and the Old Canberra Hospitel in which
1ibrary material is stored as & temporary measurs.
25, Evidence was teken from the Parliementary Librarian,
the Librarian of the New South Wales Public Library, and the
Librarisn of the Melbourns University Library; from the Chaiiman
of the National Capital Planning and Development Committee; and
from Parlismentsry and Departmental Officials and University
Authorities, and an endeavour wes made to obtain & clear
Picture of existing Library conditions, the immediate mecessity
for more accommodation, and to visualiss the idesl aimed at for
the building of the National Library,
Existiog Agcommedation.
26, Even a cursory exsmination is sufficient to show the
over-crowlsd conditions of the space available for Librery
purposes in Parliament House where & quantity of material ias
80 atored that it is practically unusable, and where verandahs
ars cluttered with cases awaiting pecking or unpacking. More=
over, in the Institute of Anatomy, and in the Old Hospital
Building, books and papers are piled on the floors unmder
conditions inimical to their proper supervision or preservation.
27. It was atated in evidence that a large smount of
storage space originaslly allccated for the use of the Senate and
of the House of Representatives hés been occupled by the Library
as a temporary measure, ﬁ\xt that with the increaged mesbership
of Parlisment, snd the accumulation of material, that space is
now required for its original purpose, and it is asked that it
be vacated by the Library by 30th June, 1960.

.
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28, Moreover, thers is accommodated in Parlisment House
& nuaber of Library officials who are really officials of the
¥ational Library who should be accommodated in that building.
That, at the present time, is impracticeble beesuse those
officials in the Nationsl Library bleck are very much over~
erowded and are working uader conditions that should not exist
in a Govermment office.

Zampgrary Beldiess
29, As indichted above, it is estimated thaf the building
as planned could not be ready for occupution under about seven
years; eoven a section of the bullding might take three or four
years. But the necessity for the provision of Library
accommodation is desperate and, unless some relief is forth~
coming immediately the efficieney of the service may be expictg&l
to collapsse.

The Committes therefors recommends that sarnest
endeavour be made as early as possible to provide at least
suitable storage space for Library requirements and so relieve
the gongestion in Parlisment House which is seriously sffecting
the oparations of the Litrary es wall as the other Depariments
of Parlisment. .
a0. During the course of his evidence the Director of Works
in the Austrelian Capitsl Territory gave information as to the
stupendous building programme approved for Canberra, and pointed
out the imprasticsbility under existing conditions of executing
quickly a project of this magnitude unless spscial asteps be
taken by the Government to this end.

31, The main features of the present situation arethat

the housing position in Canberra 1s oritieal (2,384 applications
are registered with the Depertment of the Iaterior); educational
facilities are inadequate; the provision of suitable accommoda~
tion and fasilities for community activities and reorsation is

in arrears; and no major projects to provide shopping facilities
are under coneideration or likely in the future.
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az. The housing and development programme approved by
Cabinet in 1947 established the principle of a five to seven
yesrs long range constructional programme for Canberra envisa«
ging the coenstrustion of 3,500 houses together with incidental
engineering work, essential ascommodation for housing publie
Departaents and community provisions required to meet the needs
of the inoreasing population. The expenditure proposed was
£8,000,000 per snnumj .04 £1,000,000 for housing and
£1,000,000 for eollateral dovolopu.nt works including
incidental engineering services.
33, The estimated cost in requisitions for building
garried forward from 1948-+49 1s £4,950,000 to which must be
added the anticipated requirements of £2,900,000 (not including
any provision for a National Library Building) in 1949, making
& total demand for the current financial yesr of £7,850,000.
During 1950-51 the total earried forward together with new
demands for that year is expected to exceed £8,333,000.
34, Thase figures Telats to new buildings only. As s
corollary there is alsc;; the parsllel programme of engineering
works to provide water supply, sewarsage, electricity supply,
roads end drafinmge to the areas of the City being developed,
together with the maintenance snd operation of these and exis<
ting services, and the maintenanee of Government buildings.
35, Cbviously thers is nesd for the scceptence of the
fast that notwithstanding s eonsiderable expension of the
Department of Works snd Housing it 1s impossible adequately to
meet 81l the requirements of building in the Australian Capital
‘Territory, and revision of tha programme is in consequence
desirabie. The situstion in relation to essential lniving
eonditions in Cenberra is unsatisfectory and demsnda remedisl
astion.
36, With partioular regard to the project under investiga-
tion by the Committee it is Aifficult to see how & major work of
this kind can be sdded now to the Canberra programm with any
possibility of sompletion within & ressonable period even if
given high priority.
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Tuture Bullding.
37, The plans of the Natienal Library sutmitted to the
Comuittes indicate a conception of the ideal) sccommodation which
an institution of this magnitude and importance may hope to
attain in the future. All witnesses examined were strongly in
fayour of the ereetion of an imposing National Library, snd
appreciative of the benefits to Parlisment, to the National
University, Governsent Departments, vesearch officers, students
and the public generally that might be expected to reault from
it establishment., The eonesnsus of epinion expressed in
svidence, however, was to the affeat that it would not bte
advisable t0 erect the bullding envissgsd at the present time.
38, The most consistent criticism of the plsn was that for
pregent requirements it was over generous and the Parliamentary
Librarian himself stated that, for a period of years & substan~
ti81 ares in the bullding wonld not be used for Librery
purposss, but could be made available for the aascommodation of
other Government Dapartments, elthough, he said, this is not
normal Ig"ibrary practices
a9, The Parlismentary Librarisn stated that the present
stock in the Library eapproximates 300,000 voluwses which number
had risen from sbout 60,000 in 1927 - an average of slightly
over 10,000 a yesr. It is expected that an intake of 25,000 a
Year mey be reached by 1950 and thereafter would gradually rise.
Taking an sverage of 25,000 a yesr it would take 28 years to
reach a million volmp, and 68 years to reach the 3,000,000
which, it is stated, the ecomplete building could accommodate.
That is four times the number of volumes acoumulated in the
Public Library of New South Wales in the douru of more than a
eentury.
40, This building heas been designed to oater for an
indefinite future, tut it is possible that if proceeded with,
within five or ten years of its erection idess may have changed.
Evidence was given that recently in the United States of
Ameriea a group of University Librarians after an extensive
survey of Library design, sxpressed the opinion that books and
printed matter might be a diminishing medium for the preservatien
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of theught in the future, sud thet the miero-rilm precess might
ohviate the necessity of making provision for a large number of
Bobks, and storage space might therefore be easily reduced.
As an sxample of the redustion 1% has been quoted that the
Enoyclopasdis Erittanics eould be reduced te the size of a
match bax and the cost of reproduction thus reduced to a faw
shillings, If the miere~-filming of books developed it would
reduce the area required for boek stasks. The housing of films
could be arranged in & cabinet fitting in en ordinary room and
book stack srsas would thus only be necessary for certain types
of 1iterature,
41, It is urged that the greatest caution be exsrcised in
enmbarking upon the erection of sueh an enormous and expensive
building without due regerd to future developments. The
Comuittee foels thai, on ihe grounds of egoncmy, snd to provide
againgt future changes In Library poliey snd prectice, a plan
should be svolved so that, instead of aiming at the erection of
this building in one unit a section eouid be bduilt to cater for
needs for say, ten or fifteen ysors, and leave adequate room
for extension later,

Avchitsctural Aspegts
42, The plens were submitted Lor the consideration of the
National Capital Plenning and Development Committee, snd
evidence obtained ﬁw the Chafrmen of that Committee respesting
the building from the aesthetic point of view. Criticism was
offerad that the plen had not made adequate provision to ensure
thet the building would be a fine structure in appesrance when
viewed from every possible angle. The building will be on what
is practieally an islend site, and the Planning Committee
conaidersd that a great deal more stidy would have to be given
to the §hn and revisions made to it to make it acceptable from
the architectural point of view.
43, It was also suggested that, with & view to future
sxpansion, the ldcation of the building on the sits should be
very carsfully considered, as the Planning Committee was of
opinion that, owing to the pecullar shapeé of the site the
bullding would come too close to the building aligoment.
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Zhaatratte,
At The plan provides fer the inelusion of a theatrette
to seat 500 persons, and a lesturs room to seat 56, together
with a1l necessary spass and equipment to provide cultural oppore
tunities for residents of the Australisn Capital Territory
through documentary film shewings, play readings, sound
recerdings, and presentation of small musfical works as well as.
the holding of conferences, ete,
45, It is regommended that the theatrette is & part of
the planned bullding that might not be immediately required
and the eonsiruction ef whish gould be postpened. Desirable
as this film theatrettes might be in the future, there are
existing means of meating these needs at least in part, and
others are reseiving consideration by another Government agency.
Tl Unit,
46, As an sdjunct to the iheatrette, a complete film
unit is required to enable the processing, inspection, and
storage of l6am; and 3%m, film; 1o provide a £ilm library
service to borrowsrs; equipment for sound recordings, auditions,
micro~filming of records, and to provids for an administrative
section, Aas atated earlier the space proposed for the film unit
is 31,800 square feat.
47, The faeilities possessed by other Commonwealth Deparie
ments for photographic and £ilm prosessing could probably mest
the neads of the Library satisfastorily for the time beings
slternatively, provision for assentisl work of this kind might
be embodied in the Library block itself,
It 1n therefore reccmmanded that provision for a
separate £ilm unit be eliminated.
Safeterin.
48, The permanent staff population of the proposed buile-
ding probably would not excaed 300 persons, and the provision of
somewhat lavish snd costly food services for such a number, and
Lor oecasional service to the public seems hardly to be warranted.
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The service etnnot be sconemical and will uadcubtedly show
a substantiel loss in operation. In any event the safeteria
ineluded in the nearby Administrative Bullding, and another to
be erscted at the Barton 0ffices, also nearby, will provide
uufriglent for sll requirements.

It is therefore récommondsd that a cafeteris be not
provided. :
b D .
49, In view of the tremendous building prograume already
appreved for the Australisn Capital Territory, and the serious
housing situation in Canherra, the Committee realised the
futility of sdvocating the sommeneement of a huilding, the
aqompleticn of which could not be foreseen. Moreover, it was
pointed out, that as designed, the building A1 not lend itself
to construction in sections. After reviewing the evidence
received from the National Capital Planning and Developmant
Gommittee and others and appreclating the facts stressed that
the needs of Library accommodation are changing so rapidly in
character that it is difficult to foreasst what will be
required very far shead, the Committee decided to request the
Architest to aubmit for consideration a modified plan. He was
asked 10 sliminate the theatrette, £ilm unit and cafeteria, and
confine the sccommodation to be provided to wiat is considered
fmmediately essantial for Library requirements.

Hew Pronosals

50, At short notice the Princi{pal Architect produced
hafore the Committee fresh plans and a scale model showing how
the bhuilding could he erscted in three stages as follows g~

Stage 14 the Main Library Build incorporat
the Rodaevelt Memorisly ing ing

Stage 2, the Film Unit ineldding the Art Gellery
and Theatrette;

Staﬁ 3y ultimate additions to the Main Library
Building and the erection of an independent
Archives Building.
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81. In Stage 1 the nett usable floor space would be
reduced to 165,000 squara feet and the estimated cost to
£1,080,200, ‘

52. An examination of the revised plan showed that the
First Steage would provide, in addition to the Librery accommo-
dation for immediate needs, an area in the Basement of 10,626
square feet for Archivea bulk storsge snd approximately

22,000 square feet on the Second Floor for Archives stack.
This material 1t ia intended later to accommodate in & saparate
Archives building., Provision was algo included in the Third
Floor for a Theatratte to seat 220 persons, & Fila Unit of
approximately 8,000 square feet and en Art Gallery of 3,364
square feet - sll of which would be subsequently accommodated
in the Secomd Sisge.

S R Pesatac

53, The plans and scale model were made available to the
Kational Capital Planning and Development Committes for
examination, and subssquently the Chairman of that Committee
gave in evidence the opinion of the Committee on the project.
The Planning Cozmittee reiterated its former criticism that
the bullding had not been designed to iis sstisfaction to.
present a dignified appesrance and harmonious architectural
pisture from all angles as sa islend site demanded; and added
thltv something could be done to make the building more monu~
mental as & whole. It offered the opinion that the present
disjointed appearance would be accentuated if any additions
to the main structurs were made later as suggested, or a
separate Archl.vu building wers introduced into the area in
the Third Stege. It was suggested that in view of this latier
prepossl 8 re-arrangement might be made to combine the future
Archivea accommodation iz the main gtructure and that the
Theatretta, then proposed to hold 500 people, could be raised
to a higher level. '
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54, It wes pointed out that the existence of the present
Library building on the site, which it is proposed to incorporate
in the £inal projest asz. the Roogevelt Memorial Library, but
which need aoct neecessarily serve that purpose, is controlling
the design more than it should. If this bullding, which cost
only £13,000 or £14,000, 41d not exisi, a more satisfastory
Livrary building eould be planned, and it was sugzeated that
if it were demolished it would allow of & much more fiuid sand
£lexible arrangement. ’
88 Criticism was also directed to the main entrance
whichy for such a structure, it was thought, should have
added dignity.
56, The Planning Commitiee deprecated very earnestly any
suggestion that the first gection only should be completed at
this stage, that the Theatretie and Archives Sectlion should be
elininated, and that subsequently the sscond part should be
sonstructed in conformity with the first part. It was stressed
that the Planning Comaittee would not approve under any
consideration of any part of the building being proceeded with
until revised sketches and pluns for the whole of the structure
hed been put before and endorsed by both the Planning Commities
and the Public Works Committee.
Conclusions

57, In regard to the suggestion thrown out that it would
ﬁcilituto the planning of tiu Hatiqml Library and even prove
economical if the suwall building now on the site were demolished,
there waa some difference of opinion ammongst Members of the
Comaittes, After discussion, Senator 0'Suilivan moved 3~

That to avoid the neceasity of demolishing the existing

build on the site conalderation be given to the

avaliability of an alternative dite.

Seconded by Mr. Howae.

The Committee divided on the motion -

Ayes (4) Noes (3)
Senstor 0'Sullivan Senator Lamp
Mr. Conelan Senator Nash
Myr. Howse Mr. Rankin
Mr. Moleod

and 80 it was resolved in the affirmative.
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58, Although there is sn urgent necessity for the erection
of & National Library building in Canberra, snd although it is
realised that some time would be oceupied in preparing fresh
deteiled drewings, the Committee feels that a building of this
megnitude and importance should, when erected, be beyond
eriticism. It wiches to emphagise the fact that the greatest
eaution should be exorcind‘in embarking upon a projeat of this
importance, and in planning for & mppumentsl building worthy of
the Australien Natione. The slight delay which would oceur in
aéhlwing @ result of which Australia could be proud would
therefore be amply Jilstiﬂed.
After considering all aspects of the matter, therefors,

the Committee recommends t-

That the architects be requested to prepare, in

ssgociation with the Rational Capitel Planning

and Development Commitiee, fresh alternative

plens for this or an alternative sits if selected,

and that when agreement shall have been reached on

the plans, the project be remitted to the Public

Works Committee at the earliest possible date for

further investigation and report.
89. It is further recommended that in the case of any
future bulldings proposed for Canberra the endorsement of the
National Capital Planning and Development Committee should be
obtained before the project is submitted to this Committee for
investigation and report,

COMMITIEE'S RECOMMENDATIONS.

60, Briofly summarised, the recommendations of the
Committee are as follows 1~
Paragraph
in Report.

(1) That an earneat endeavour be made, as
early as possible, to provide at least
suitable storage space for Library
requirements, &nd so0 ralieve the
congeation in Parlisment House which ia
geriously affecting the operations of
the Library as well as the othar
Departments of Parliament. 29
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Paragraph
in Report.
(2) That in view of the stupendous bulle

ding programse alresdy approved for

the Australien Capital Territory, the

Committee sees no probdability of the

building, as submitted, being completed

within a reasonable time. as

(3) That on the grounis of econcmy, and to
grovidc sgainst future changes in
ibrary ponc{ and practice, a plan
should be evolved so that instead of
aiming at the ersction of a building
in one unit, a seation could be built
40 eater for needs for the next ten to
fifteen yesrs, and leave adequate room
for extension later. 41

(4) That in designing the¢ new builad
special nttcn&gn be paid to tl{f‘ fact
that it is to be on an islend site,
and ensure that the structure have
an sttrastive elevation froa all
angles. 42

(8) That consideration be given to the siting
of the building on the ares to admit of

extensions if and when necesseary. 43
(8) That provision of the Thoatrette be post~
poned for the present. 45
I .
(7) That provision for a separate Film Unit
be eliminated. . N
(8) That a Cafeteria be not provided, 43

(9) That the Department of Works and Housing be
raquested to furnish fresh plans elimina-
ting the Theatrette, Film Unit and
Cafeteria, and conﬂn accommodation to
be provided to what is dliately
essential for Library requirements. 49

(10) That to avoid the necessity of demolishing
the existing building on the site
consideration be given to the avahnbility
of an alternstive site. 57

{11) That the Architects be requested to prepars
in association with the National Capital
Planning and Development Committee, fresh
alternative plens for this or an alternative
site, 1if selected, and that when agreement
mh have been reached on the plans, the
project be remitted to the Public Works
Committee at the earliest possible date
Lor further investigation and report, 58
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(12) That in the case of any future buildings
propossd for Canberra the sgrassent o
the Xatienal clpiuz Plaming and
Develépment Commitiee he obtained
befors the projest ia submitted to this
c’n-it.tu for | mmmn md reports 89,

| CHARLES As LAMP  ©
TRMAX.

» : . - : : -

The Office of the
Parlismentary Standing ce-um
oa Public Works,
Parlicment Houmey

19th Octobar, 1949,



