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EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTHEE AND PROCEEDINGS.
No. 23 oy Ten Maros, P94,
4. Nuw Sraneineg Orpwi—Cousitren or Previegsus-—Mr. Covtin (Prime Minister) moved, pursuant to noties,
That the following new Standing Order be adopted by the House 1
© 3225, A Committee of Privileges, to ocovsisl of seven Members, shall be appointed ab the
commencement of each Parliament, or as soon thereafter as i3 practicable, to mquive into and repot wpon
complaints of breach of Privilege which may be referred to it by the Honse”
) ¥ ¥

Question—pub and passed.

10, Commrres oF Privitsges,—Mr Curtin {Prime Midster) moved, by teave, That Mr. Clavk, Me. Tvatt, Mr. Porde,
Mr. Harrison, Mr. Hutchinsen, Mr. MeBwen and Mr. Pollard he Members of the Commmittoe of Privileges; fiv

to form a gnorum.

Question—put and passed.

11. Commrrrik or Privivgens-Censorssare or Mempery Corgesponpisci.-Mr Curtin (Prime Mindster) moved,
by leave, That the wmatter of Privilege, brought before this House on the 28sh February by the honombls
Member for Bazker, regarding the opening by censors of lebters addressed to Members of this House, be reforred

to the Committee of Privileges for inquiry and report.

Qiestion—put and passed.

No. 20 ow 28ra Fesruany, 1944,

2. Previteen— Opnsorsare or Memsors' CoRxBSPONDENCE.-Mr. Cameron vaised a question of Privilege with
reference to the censoring of letbers addressed to henor ¢])ll, Membaers, and moved, That the opening by censos
of letters addressed to Mombers of this Touse at Patllament House, Canberra, or at the vooms ocoupied 53
Federal Members n a State Capital Cify, is o breach of the privilege of Pacliament.

Dehate ensued.

Mz, Menzies (Leader of the Opposition) mowﬁ, ap an amendment, That after ©
he inserted by other than Serviee pevsonnel or persons residing in operational sreas’

d(l(hezhse i ? the following \muia

Debate continued.
Motion and smendment withdrawn, by leave.

MINTITES OF PROCEEDINGS.
PARLIAMENT HOUSE, CANBERRA.
Tuorsnay, G135 Maron, 1944
Present
Mr. J. T, Clavde Me. W, J. Huotehinson.
Mr. . V. Rvatt. Mr. J. Melwen.
Mr. 7. M. Hocde. i Mz B. T. Pallard.
Mr. K. J, Harrison. !
The 'E'Jnt";ie% in the Votes and Procesdings of the House of Representatives No. 23 of 7th March, 1944, recording
the procesdings i sonnexion with .Lppomhuenf, of the Committee and the Hubry in No, 20 of 26th e wuary, 19@1*
regarding Privilege were read by the Acting Clerk of Commitees. :
On the Motion of Mr. Bvatt, My, Forde was elected Chairman,
Ordered :
That a letter be sent to exch Member of the House of Representaives ingnirig v
snbmit any evidence relevant to the Committee’s inguiry.
That Mr. A. G Cameron, M.P., be invited $o attend the Committee on Tuesday, I4th March, 1544, 4
1.45 p.am. to submit relevant evidence, and shat Mz, P. W. Bitelson, Chiel Post and Telegraph Conser,
be agked o0 attend to explain the system of mail cengorship.

vhether he desired o

The Committee deliberated.
The Committee adjomrned.

Tugspay, 4ty Manon, 1944,

Present
Mr. TForde (Chaiman),
M. Clark. Mr, Hulchinson.
Mr. Bvatt. Mr., Melwen,
Mr. Harrison. i Mr. Pollard.

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.

Honorable Archie Galbraith Cameron, M.P., was called and examimed.

Phillip Windmiller Eitelson, Controller of Postal and Telegraph Censorship,
was called and examined,

The Committes deliberated.

The Committee adjourned.

425 8t Kilda-road, Melbourme



111
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS - conbitied,

Wrnnmsnay, Hrs Maron, 1944,
Present
Mr. Forde (Uhairman).

Mr. Ulazk. ‘[ Wr. Hutchinson,
My Beabt. Mr. Mceliwen.

Mz Harson. Me. Poinud.

ates of the previons meeting were vend and confirmed,

ipj"Win(‘lr‘aj..l.lmr Tittelson, Conirolier of Postal and Telegraph Censorghip, 428 St Kilda-road, Melbourne,
pd and ferther examined.

Tha Oomnitiee deliberated.

. i Uotnitiee acjourned.

Trvnapay, 16y Manom, 1044,
Preseni
Mr. Forde {Chairman).

Mr. Clark, : Mr. Hutehingon.

My, Bvats. | Mr. Moliwen,

Mr. Harrison. i Me. Pollard.

i

ites of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
ip. Windwiltler BEttelson, Controller of Postal and Telograph Censorship, 425 St Kilda-road, Melboume,
pd ind finther examined.

able Archie Galbraibh Cameron, M.P., was recalled and farther examined.
e
e Committes adjourned.

i Dimmittes delibers

Tiwanay, g1 MancH, 1944,
Present
My, Forde (Chairman).
Mr. Clask, f Mz, Hutchinson,
Mr. Hvatt. E Mz, Pollard.
fr. Harrigon. ;

g ; . . .
Mmitfes of the provions meeting were resd and confirmed.

hisafenant Colonel Bric Harvey Wilson, Chiel Field Censor, Victorita Barracks, Melbourne, was called and

Committes delibernted.
he Uommittee adjourned.

Tounspay, 30 Mancw, 1944,
Present :
Mr. Ferde {Chairman).

Mr. Clark, Mr. Hutehinson.
Mr. Bivabt, Mz, Mclwen.
Mr. Harrison. | Mz, Pollaxd.

Miniibes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
i Deafh Roport sabinitted was considered.

he Dommittee deliberated,

& Committes adjourned,

I'pinay, 3ier Marow, 194,
Present ;
Mr. Forde (Chairman).
Mr. Hvate. i M. Hutehinson.
My, Harrieon, ; Mz, Pollard,

Hinibes of the previous mecting wers road and confirmed.
Nk Bralt Report submibled was (urther congidered and agreed to.
ilié Commiites deliberated.

The Cormibtee adjourned.
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REPORT

5o Pervineces o which
brought before h!: House
ensors of

UoMMITT
gtti‘z'bf i)ri\-iicgrf-,

Bn the 25th Febroary v the Ilouse of
ves the howerablo Member for L,xl R (N
Jraiged, as s weatter of privilege, the gquestion
iship of Mewmbers' fetters he subwitted the
0iion w

¢apening by vensors of jeblers addressed
at Pariiament Eluu_, Canberrn,
upieid by Federal Members in a State o
H bt the privitese of Purlianteni-
it Leader of the Qpposition ( My
an anendment-—-

Folhe word “addvessed T lhe followiny
By other than servies personnel or persohs
al mreas ™

{u Members
oront the
apital City

'

Menzies

words he
residing

v Attorney-
b } h:u the Government wonld have
vxcummul by o commitiee representing
Eothe Honse, the motion and the amend-
rithdrawn.

being given by the

Commsittee having been appointed and the
he Clommitiee’s Hrsb aetlon
Membor of the Howse a letter
had any evidence they desived
he Clommittee.  Nuwmbors of replios were
ot in each case it was Intbmated that the
had no evidenee to lender.

meron was dnvited o atlend fhe Compition
nee relevnnd to it Induivy aud to gubmit
ves veferred fo hy him in his speech in the
ith Febrnary Iast.

reas o pvery
hether they

Commitiee  nlsn examined Moo P W
Controller of Postal and Telpgraph Clensor
Lientenani-Colonel K. 1L Wil son, Chief

v, whe explained fuily to the Commiltee

i of the censovship earsied oni wnder ther
v authorities,
~Camersy’s conkention s ihal the eorre-

ool Members shonld be exempt from eensor-
e gronnd that sonstituents should have free
s their eleetold representatives.

ie ];]r. oW words to the Commities——

iz matter is that © think that
ar when there e sueh a great growth
imiéit ]ax- pvn; e osrho have nobt been specially trained
seveies there must be sceess hy the elentor
o in Paliamont. T believe that that
il be withot any oversight by people outside,
L the nat th of allegiance that every Member of
i guflicient gnarantee Lhat if we eome
brersive or deleteriovs from the voint of
Government we bave access to the approy priate
ot the Divector-General of Secuvity,  There wiil
§ dlajus and contentions aboub things which have
¢ deping the war and § think that fhosge maiters
hebween Ehe constiluents and theiv Members and
sez sliomld be o oversight by the censor.  In 2
¢ Parliament 1w the supreme authority. By no
{ the imaginndion can 1 believe thal a jack.in-ofice
iorship siedf is hefter able than 1T am o judse
mebliing iz subversive or delelecinous fo the weliare
w6l this country,  Therelore 16 should he =
of & Momber of Pariinment that his mail shall Le
by the consors Y6 Bs pob exactly n privilege for the
Lois rather a privilege of the person who writes to
wher Ehad there Hl;cmid Be free necess for him to his
rding any matter thai ho wishes to hring 4o the
it Member. [ beleve in censorship in hmo ot
Llive never said othevwise; but [ osay thal when u

s eoncerned his eonsors

the House of chrescutntivc& referred for inquiry and report
on rhc, 25th February,

1944, by the honorable Member
trers addressed to Members of the House, has the

fetber g Dueen frouked by fhe unit officer aud the letter is=
nedressed to a Member of this DParliament that should he
anfliclent guavantee Lo bhe censor thai there s nofhing of &
wrangful naturs in that fefter.

Later he said—

I feel that the
areidlental, 1 fral
witention,

G0 M, Cameron prodieed
cuvelopes addressed to

treatment I
that

bave received iz havdly
b hasve been singled ouf for special

to e Commibles seven
hiwself af Parllament Honse

which bore evidenee of having ‘besn opened by a
censor. Examination showed thal all these letters had
core Froue persons 1o the Services or in aveas under

miltbary control.
He also tendared fiv

other envelopes whieh had

beeg recerved byoahy mail Trom the Norihern Terri-
tory 3 these had not hwn epened by the censor.
Mr. Camosop was unable to prodace any enveloes:

from civiliane whieh

had beon censorved; he explained

that he bad net made s practies of retatning the
envelopes unti} Tast Christwas when he “felt that the
watter was gotng ton far o oand was net altogethar

aeetdental 7,

T. Under the Post and

Folegraplh Censorship Orde
the Post and

Tealegraph Censorship Authorvity may
open and examing any poslal art wifm as defined by the
Post and lmv"q} Act and do ceviain things in
respect of sueh arficles as preseribed in that Order.
The Controller of Postal and Telegrapl Censovship,
My Etielson, indicated that so far as postal wabler
opened and examined ) per
cent. ol cettain calegovies of oversens. mails and lesser
pereentages of other eategories of oversens mails, in-
wapds and outwards; certain Hmited categories of
intand mails were also opened snd examined. e
expluined {hat competert anthoriiics, such as the
penrity Service, the Avmy, fhe Navy and the Alr
Foree, muy ask Distriei Censove for special examina-
ton ol eeviain persons’ weil. The Disteier Censors
uld then exereise their discrefion.  Other inland
mails whiel would be subjected to conzorship would be
those from cevtain declared areas or areas of special
operational or cther importance. '

8. Guestionsd s to whether the junil of Mr.

Clanreron hia '% .n auy e bern subjested 1‘()'91\%'1{11
sorutiny, Mr. Brtelaon g gave an munimlw denial, adding
that at no hu.l.r‘ ginee Lhe (Hlfhll’\dix of war Emﬂ the
name of Mr. Chameron be ineluded noany pp(*i,ﬂ

seruting list oe other lisl. Ie had confirmed that hy
a felogenm sent to all Distriet Clonsors.

When asked whether he was aware of the praetiee
which obtains in connexion with the mn:mimndcme to
Members of the House of Commons, Mr. Etielson
stated that the practice adopled in Ausiralin was based
an that of the United Ringdon.  Prior to the outhreak
of war the Canneil of Tmperinl Defence prepared and
iwaed tooall British authovities affected, inelnding
Australin, » publication known ag the Te gulations for
Censorship 10588 That publicstion covtgined the
Pundamental principles whieh should operate in eon-
nexion with postal and felegraphic w ncm ship and it
was ured as the fonndation wpon which the Australisn
censorship systemn was built, He :uh.fw} that theve had
been the elosest adherence to those prineiplos ever sinee,

t}




but also u other DBritish

not onty in  Aunsiralis,
eolonies and prowelorates.

domindens aud i lmfwh

10, To ascevinin anthovitatively the presemf posi-
iion in the U mtcd Kingdom Ar. Ettelson despatehed a
ielegram m 1l ])ueel:sw deneral of Pogial and Tele-

“1;1]11;1:/ Cer i*()l‘h}]}l in London on 28th February last

e also wnl a slmllar felegrass to his 3‘(-:311‘0;) ntative
in New York, who Iy a responsible efficer of the United

Tlese

telegvams and the replies,

vingdom censors slit. e

ve O ond

bmdm ed ay evidence fo the Committee, are  as
follows 1
To o Direclor-ienerad  Poglal & Pelepraphic Censorship,
Londow—Rindly wdvise whother in UL any exemption from
cengorslip sceorded to {a) overseas and (b)) inland mails

sent to ov by (1) Ministers of the Urown and {2} other
Mewbers of Porliament. Oudine of UK, practice would be
apprecinted, 1o s rectioed that fuland mails ouly esamined
in gpeeial eircomstanees,

who replied

Your e oloie teleorva of Feh, 28 (1)
By not granted,  Ofcial correspondence of
Crown i permitted 1o preveed uuexnmined
denee o Members of Parbiament ds bresfed b same way 48
il of ordiuary pulitic; (3} vl inland mails
censorship is imposed solely for operational security and no
personal immunify,

gorstid ity
Ministers of the
{2} eorrespun

T

RS

Po IHrector Dmpericl Caisorship 1es
I tndly  advise  wihetler

it

ke, Verh.
CRUU L i i
asreeorded o {a) overseas, and (6) Inland wails sent to or by
Mewmbers of fhe 1.5, Senate and Howse of Representatives.
fhitiiune of 8. ("{*il:,:mn_n,hi‘l) practics woubld be ng's;'s]'ecsu{c:{!.
It te yealized (hat sovmally infand suails not exswmined.

gy

who replied-—-

A, Censorship do not exemnpt frow censovship of madls
of U84, Senators or Representatives unless any one of them
is onoan offickal designation.

1. Clonsequent on a ;ld!~=m oo by Mro Etielsen that
Arry authovities may ask for SA,w ind exawinaiion of
certain  pkils, the Oomiaiiies ui::wl fe ascertain
whether any such reguest had coneeraing
the mail of M. Grweron. I],v { J‘]t feld Censor,
Lieutenant-Colonel B, L Wilson, w l}sm'o!mc

Ha t~\1ﬂl|1m'c1 that Frield
Avmy solely for the

examined by the Uonnaitlee,
Censorship was set up within the

nse of the Army--its mast hoportent Tunetion bebig
for geourity purpos Tle assured the Commitiee ¢hat
Mr. Cameron’s mail had not been singled ont for any

spectal serutiny, aud that no extrasts from correspon-
denee addressod 1o or written by him or any other
nher of the Comnonwenlth Parliawent had heen
ecommunicaied to any Department, auihority or person.

the Constitnlion reads—

The powers, privileges, and fonnunities of the Sensle znd
of the House of Representailves, and of the members and
the Cowmittees of each House, :«!ld]l be guel as are declared
by the Parliament, and until declared shall be those of the
Commous House of Parltament of the United Kingdom, and
of its members and commnittees, at the establishment of the
Commonwealth.

19, fSeetion 49 of

Pavlimment has not en-
Jave s privileges.  Is
those mblertted fron

HBo far the Covonowweallh
acted any Eeqiﬁlm'un o de
privileges ave therefore Hnmited te
the House of Orunnons.

Tinited
i the

13, As indicative of
Kingdom, the following ¢
FHeuse of Cowamons are
Ith September, 1042 —Squadron Leader Eguinoeron agked
the Minizter of Tutormabion whether e Is aware that there
continues to be an woreasing cenaorship of l(,f_tms addressed
to Members of Parliament; and whether he iy prepaved to
exenipt from suel cengor ]np lethors t

the yosition in the
,xh':a:':is From dels
nteresti

T

addressed to Memboers?
THORTLE——In wy view it woukl not be possible in
which differontiated

Aafend

an arrapgemnent Bebween lebiers
addressed to MIP7s and to the general poblte. But [ ean

assurs my host and gellant Friend that any iana in the
volume of ecensorship iz due to nolhing but rveasons of

aperativuul security.

B

Lewder  Buinaron.—{an
diffkcutty is

syl o
witdt the

wy hon, Friend say
Hi osenpling frons censorship letters

wiltbressed bo Mewmbers of DParliament?
Mro 'Uwusrtii——The hon, and  gallant  Gentleman  will
raatize that it wonld be w very invidious thing to make a

distinetion between Membevs of Parliument and other frost
worthy eitizens,

Wre S WL A ol tbers of Parclisonent invited t
v Mecret Sessiovs in order o receive secret juformation
that thy pablic ave not ablowed o receive?

A an

N

ceopdion uf this kind by made-at

are Nooowseepions wb pll--adl sores of other
sowandd be making dewands o that account.
X o lirit—5r, Wancota MURinpan asked the
Caf pation whether e will fake steps to put an
Lo thie wmilitary ceusorship on detters to Members of

thih

from
pratnt that nicwbers of the publie are afenid of expressing

Parihivinest colpstifuents, in view of the com

Lhelv views grieviices
cveiy el cerladn urgent

uy i fettory sobject Lo consorship,

tiers reguiring Members’ attention?

Coorkit replied ~There s no military censorshiy of
Lo fvein Toeress in this conuivy and Northern Trelund

sucle il is osubjected Lo the game d

e of postal censor

sliip o oas eivid mail. 1 woald therefore vefer the hon
Menber tu Hn, artwer Lgioe o TE August Jast to o st
il sedd Lo by the bon, Member for Down {Br
Littiny. hardty Auui Lt B Is welther the ntention

nab the pra of (he consorsliip to prevent or penalize in

wiy fete canpnunicaiion bebween members of the public
and thwir Pay wirkinry  representatives. The  censorship
whiel e bnocectain paets of Seotlawd b net military and -
s desly sulely to proveni the leakage of information
wiich miuht be of value o the enemy.  Correspondents may
vest sesurved thaed 1o has so other purpose and they uend have
e Twae Lhet oany aftewnpt will he made Lo prevent them
writing o fheir Members of Parlisment for the purpose of

exprassing (heir views or yelevanees.

1840, veferved

e nogwer givei on the 7tk
Wy oan M
The

dageee,

Augugt,
Uooper’s veply was——

it u.\;umlnuuu from vcensorsiip of thelr sorrespon
whieh was eonceded to Muembers of Parlinment during
purt of the Test war, was withdvawn wilh the
ol the Fouse in April, 1816, expervience having
o suifilary authorities tle fmpractieability wd
wuy emeeptions to the rile of examination.
ihat no soel bistiuetions can De

shown
davizer
’L B

statement wis wade in roply to Dr, Little whe -

L =:L{*r"i the Minzster wiather he would give instrue
i to the  Censorship Dupaviment  that leters

wheve tn Great Heitaln,
of Parliaviant from Northern Ireland,
pvered without betng censored.

The acquissconce of the House in Apvil, 19186, &
devived feom the following guestions to and rephes
by the Hnder-Seeratu ¢ War, My, Tennant o

Sivo AL Mariias asked the Under-Secretary of State for
War 0f he has any iafermastion thut any abuse has prevailed
iy veason of the privifege given to wmen al the front to com

with Mewhe Foibis Flouse without thelr letters
sored, provided sueh communieations are addressed
woab the Honse?
AN Biv, uo oabinse bas been diseovered, so
ava 3 s af the Imwmunily from censor
" letters cowming Lo Mewmbers of cither House of Parlia
(e Palace of Westminster. Tt is with veference to
aihfoors in Lhe veverse diveetion thot there is evideno

150,

BRI

of shos {Hon. Members: Teny, Tear! 7} T did not mean
to bring any ehurge against hon sibers; 1 did not mess
that,  Te s appavently simple for the note-paper of this

Hovee o be ubtaiued by wholly weuihorized persons, and |
Im\f’ cvidonce fhat il has got into very undesivable hands. B
alsa evident (hat ‘h\‘l(‘ yo diffieylty in posting letters

List dhe pree Palaee of Weastmingter. In fhese
plevisbat 1 ; ed either on oy own vespousibility
Lo withidvaa the m}\r}!._ i tnueinity frow eensorship, o i
e Fense (hinks that this course shoubd not be faken without

to

further exwmdnndion, sel tpoa Seleet Conmittes to investi

wate e subijeet,

hon. Geptleniey pware that
visul fhis queafion | ondy asked that pevmission
sranhd : to vien ol front o write divert to
Mawhers of this House, and not for permission for lefters v
ay oty and Phis was the w wherlaking that he gave?

R HOH
the
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and 0 this

s oof the

is denied to the ovdinary

1 Ccmm E(.’{a is of oploion tHhat
o addrosse
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¥ orelaxation of censorship as applied to
f Meambevs of Pavliawent should be as » vesult
snre of adminisivation of esnsorship
] privilege to be el Gt | by '\fi(nm hers,

Pubibislied for

e (ovias

CJonwaton, Covimone

he dmmunity
WMombers of
i not one for inclusion
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rather tha
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‘[I:. Honwe 1 s been gingled out for g
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vield 1 hf' establivhed at any time, howaver,
mail ¢ i had lieen the subiset of
o1 position arises funda-
ight  of a constituent to
] gricvance,

©as the inendents leading to the Commit-
ey coneerned, the Clommitice is
that no evidence existe for contending that
sf My, (% ; Menber of
dal examination.
wire  produed,
it appeavs to the
eronds pall has wob been
TAVIFERS! Ferent feom other Members
om operafional and  other preseribed
e opencd and censorad.

i

i

ORI YRRL TS H

I3

i vumber  of  envelop
]a‘{u ut('nui iy gens
v (lak ‘

i

a resuli of its deliberations the Committes is

Aananimensly of opinien—

e

29, S(r\

il
BORE A
fore the

spectlic velvrence

Fatned in
1942, he
diction ov

Farligm
Canb

rof e Confuon WS
Gievernment

that  the  opening by censors of lotters
addressett 1o Memnbers of the Honse is not
a broach of any existing privilege of the
House ;
teat the evidence
that the wmall addresse . Cameron
was subiected {0 any %zw:m] suulmy ar to
y diserimination; no envelopes produeed
o My Chveron indicated any censoring
athier than of leg posted to him from
aperational ov other preseribed military
areas.

stion

eral other n‘;i!lu‘-a’% releting to the censorship
debveszed to Lionorable Members and to other
5 woll were menlinned in (x\«'ie‘E(-'rJes(-s given be-
Olommittee,  Tn view of the exvress and
by tlie House (o
e ‘:T()[(‘Z.S d'{‘u‘r" e
Commit

s

he Clommities con-
roceedings. of Teh Mareh,
ikself as having noe juris-
nort on these other matters.

F.M. FORDE, (hatrman.

ent House
werra, 3let Mareh, 1944]

S of A
Privnter, Canberra,




