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FLINDERS NAVAL DEPOT—ERECTION OF ADDITIONAL

BLOCK OF SEAMENS BARRACKS.
"REPORT.

“The [Parliamentary ‘Standing Committee on Public Works, to which His Excellency
" the Governor:General in Council referred for investigation and report to the
House of Representatives the question of the erection at Flinders Naval Depot

. of an additional block of seamen’s barracks, hay the honour to report as
follows :—

INTRODUCTORY.

Following upon the decision arrived at to cstablish at Hann's Inlet, Westernport, Victoria,
a sub-base for destroyers and submarines, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public
Works. on 4th May, 1915, submitted a Report in which it was. recommended that approval be
given-to the erection of a number of buildings at that place to provide residences, barracks, schools
of instruction, offices, workshops, &c. Amongst the buildings then approved were - -

Seamen’s, Barracks—
A

Two brick buildings (each for 342 men) .. £27,654
P . Dlectric light installation .. . . 750
K,  Heating installation . . .. .. . 1,700

£30,104

2. Tt was explained at. the time that the buildings then dealt with comprised only the first
section of the work, and that as the establishment developed more buildings would be required.

PRESENT PROPOSAL.

3. The present proposal is to erect to the south of the existing barrack buildings a third
block on. similar lines capable of accommodating about 300 men. The proposed building is to
be of brick construction, of a size approximately 212 feet long by 55 feet 8 inches wide, and of
three stories. The ground and first floors will be 12 feet from floor to ceiling with 16-inch hollow
walls ; the second floor will be 10 feet from floor to ceiling with 11-inch hollow walls. The ground
floor will be of concrete, the remaining floors of timber, and. the roof of galvanized iron.

4. Tn addition to the barrack buildings, there will Le latrine and lavatory blocks of brick,
and a dining block, and 4. petty officers’ dining xoom of timber construction.
. SETY

L ESTIMATED COST.

¥ 5. The estimated cost of the proposal as submitted to the Committee is set down at
£33,000, and. the. time fixed for completion eleven months. from. date of commencement.

. A
BRr - COMMITTEE'S INVESTIGATIONS.

6. The Committee visited Flinders Naval Depét, inspected the existing barracks and the
site proposed for the additional bluck, carefully examined the plans submitted, and tank evidenre
from. the Director of Naval Works, the Commonwealth Works Director for Victoria, the Second
Naval Member, and the Superintendent. of Treining at the Depot.



iv

7. Tt was stated in evidence that althongh the original idea of having at this place-a.sub-
marind and destroyer sub-base has been considerably modified, the establishment reasonably
meets all the requirements of a quyal trainin ,_de‘ppt}(qnd if the,l,\'avy iy to be ’cgp?ihﬂbﬂ"‘t}:
irorbatbll,um bixtdnsion of-accorimiddntionind stich i dskontidl. ' ! A

8. Evidence was ‘te,ndd):icd’ that if norinal developmﬁf, is to 'be dintained, the numbér
|

of men to be providedfordt ¥ ddee-ts estinutell bbb ziot lbss thin 1,000, {which number is based
upon the minimum requirements to ‘maintain the personncl of the Naval services at present in
existence.* '

9. Tt was further stated that at the present time the existing buildings are accommodating
approximately 70 men more that wastintended wheh tiay! wofe.brected.

10. Tt was ascertained in-sviddiids that the Profiosed biillding is on similar lines to those
already erected, with certain improvements which experience has shown. to be necessaxy. The
main points of difference are the introducfion of concrete floors on the lower story, and the
provision of balconies on the eastern flank of the building:

11, ¥n thepresent barragks, the thalconies. are.placed: on-the -westerniside of ithe structures
éxtending from one-end of the building to_the ofher, and it is along these that, all the traffic has
to pass, The glads dodrs on to’the balconies dre constantly being opened, and in the winter the
iroohis becoine dormp-and dratglity, maldity it-diffiodlt to “kdep-théin twarm. To meet the comfort
andvconvenience:of the men; therefore, -it isproposed: o have the ‘baleonies and entrance doors
on the more sheltered side. ,

12, Sufficient space is not provided in the original buildings for reading and writing rooms,
and this difficulty is also being overcome iir tlie"préseiit stiucture. v

-COMMITTEE'S DECISION. I

13, Distegaiding the poliey whichled to thé-establishirietit of Flindets-as'a naval 3ubbase
-gnd the-Hiter-decivion appararitly arrived 4t fo-abandon that idea dnd ‘to Tétafn:the-éstablishitieris
as o, Naval Triining Dépot=-both -of which were oiitside the'scofie-of the Corimittée’s ingtiiy--
this proposal was approached purely from the point of view of further raccgmmodation being
required for the personnel at this training depdt.

After carefillly cohsidexing all the evidénce: placéd’ befote ity the Committee is of opinion
that to eliminate the overcrowding now compliined of, and meét fuvire normal development of
the Depét, furthei accommodation. is required, and recommends- thittite érection of the building
proposed be proceeded with.

14. The decision-arrived at’in connexion with this matter is shown in the following extract
from the Minutes of proceedings :—

. 18anitér Refd mioved += ) } ' : o :
“UTfabthe erection-ofanadllitiohl block to the Séaintn's Bhrfaicks at Fliridess Navel Tegbt ad fsdbmitesd

to the Committee be approved. N

Seconded hy Mr. Mackay. .

Mr. Blakeley moved as an-amendment :—

st the Comimittee-is of opinion that the Défénte establishients at Fiinders Navdl: Base, Jervis Bay,

Duiitrdon, and-Point Caok, should 'be investigated, Withen ‘view o the afffciditiand ecstiorhietooordinnuti ot

\tl|c§o~nccti‘an§ of tthe)Ecnc%TonlmDof- A\lskﬁmlin'. andithat.for the time being-tHeproposalito-extend'the Tbtrrack
t t Rlinders Naval Depdt-be-postponed. . - . . R .

Secontled by Senator Batnes. .
The Committee-fividédon-the menidthent - I
Ayes {2). . . Noes: (B).
Mr. Blakeley. ) . Senator Lynch: L
Senator Barnes, Sénator Reid. '
Mr. Jackson,
R Mr. Mackay.
. . Mr. Mathews. -
and, o it passed in the negative. . . . \ ,
+ : The Chmiritte {hii avided oh te'rivtign = o [ :
Ayes (6). No (1).
Scnator Barnes, . WMr. Blakeley.
Senator Lynch. :
Senator. Reid.
Mr. Jagkson. .

Mr."Madkay.
Mr. Hatheiwvs.
and s0 it was resolved in the affirmative.

v

15. Tn the course of its inquiry at tho Flinders Naval Depét, it was represented to the
Committee that iderable labour and expense are invelved because of the distance at which
the coal store and meat store are situated from the kitchens. As no kitchen block is included
in the proposal under consideration and it is understood that representations are being made with
a view to remedying the inconvenience, the matter was not further pursped .

H. GREGORY,
Chairman,

" Officeof the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,

Federal Parliament House, 25th March, 1024,



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

, (Taken at Melbourne.)
WEDNESDAY, 671 MARCII, 1924,

Present:

Senator Tyxen in the. Chair;
Senator Reid Mr. Mackay
Mr. Jackson i Mr, Mathews,

George Francis O'Connor, Dircctor of Naval Works,
Defence Dopartment, sworn and examined,

1. To Senafor: Lynch —The standard of training laid
down for the Flinders Naval Depét is 1,000' men, and'
in order to maintain that slandard it has beex Tound'
neoessary to: build another barracks block. For the
presont financial year only' £8,700 has been provided:
for this work, but the proposal is to procecd with the
work as far as possible this year, and include in the
programme for the financial yeor 192425 the com-
pletion of the block, which it is cstimated will cost in
all. £33,000. At present the dormitories have fo accom-
. modate 41, men, whereas it is. only reasonable to put 25
in. them, Tho present proposal. is the of that

Phe inmates. of the barracks will all be single men. The
proposals for nest year include married men's quarters
for six petty officars-and four warrant officers, 1t is not
considerod necessary to provide further residences for
exoeutive oflicers.

2. To Mr. Muckay—~It is not proposed to go on with
the dining room provided for on t‘)m plan until next
year, but the cost is included in the £33,000. The
oxisting dining room accommodation is not as over.
growded us 1» the sccommodation in the dormitories.
Men take their meals in releys, whereas they cannoy
occupy the sleeping quarters in relaye.  For that
veason the existing dining room can bs utilized until the
new building is finall; pleted t is proposed to
incrense the strength at the depdt to 1,000 men.

3. To Mr. Jackson.~The lavatory accommeodation.
will be no further removed from the dormitories than
is tho case in the existing building. ~Tn a three-
story block it is essential that the latrines should bo-:
renshed from the dormitories. without its being neces-
savy for tho meu to go outside. In this. building they
will bo roached by gangways from the baleonies, The:

ovarcrowding. OQur aim is to allow 600 cubic feel of
air space-for cach man, We are now very much: under
that figure. ‘Iho sito for {he uoew block was shown on
the original plan for the whole establishment. The
ultimate requirement will be at leash six blocks. The
Kl;m» Lofore the Committee was prepared by M
Tegkennal, Works. Dircctor for Victoria, and meots the
reguirements of the Defence Department. Tt affords
savoral improvemenis on the block built previously.
For instance, experience has proved that concrete floors
aro better on- the ground floor, cspecially for the pur-
pose-of washing:down, The new building will provide
Detter ventilation and o better hot water servico. Tho
lavatory accommodation will also be improved. When
the new building, is erceted there will be no margin of
accommodation, They are now working on o standord
of 700 men, but the-extra block will' just accommodate
the full. standard of 1,000 men. There will be no need
to. build angther barracks unless the standard is
increased' beyond 1,000 men, The site in relation lo
the other buildings will be quite suitable. The Dal-
conics on the existing building are on the western. side,
and, as the deors jnlo the dormitories lead off the bal-
conics, rain sweeps through them during rough
weather, Furthermore, in such conditions no. use can
be made of the: balconies by the men, We have, there-
fore,. decided to put the balconies on the castexn side
of the new building and thus sccure greater slieltor for
the men. The esisting Luildings have sorved the pur-

ose for which they were intended particularly well.
Cerlain alicrations have been made to the doors Lo open

them imwards instead of cubwards, and bhis has been.

found ta be an improvement. Al alterations necessury
to make the present building sitable liave been effeeted.,
The defects found n the existing building have been.
guarded agaiust in planning the new barracks. During
this financisl year it is proposcd to take in hand the
building of the threc bays on tho northern end of the
building and the necessary lavatory accommodation.
The estimate of .£33,000 is £3,000 in excess of the coat
of puilding barracks of a corresponding capacily, and
the increase is mostly represented by the increased cost
of. labour and muterials. Since 1917, when the olher
buildings were erccted, wages have increased: a good
deal, Nonc of the men ab present al Flinders are
housed outside the depdt. Married quarters are pro-
vided: for the captain, -thice senioy cfficers, three junior
officers, seven warrant, ofiicers, and twelve petty officers.

Fuilding will be of brick, and as there is a good soweraga
system at the depdt there is no reasow to anticipate
{roublo from,the latrines, Each man will be provided
with o locker,  All lockers are to be movable, so that
the whole pltce can be cleaned from wall to wall. I
understand, ‘Uhat the roof is to be of galvanized iron.
1 prefor iiles, but, of course, they. aro more costly.
1f the ivon roof. i treated with ¢ Arabic ™ cooling paint
the building should bo very much cooler. We treated
the Swan Islind. mine stores in this way with very
cod' regults, lowering the temperature in the storcs
v 10 to 15. degrees. I have not heard of complaints
ahout the oxishng. building a6 Flinders.

1. To Senator Reid.—The height between the floor
and, the ceiling in the two loiver stories is 12 feet.
The height in the case of the third ficor is. 10 feet.
Each: flopr is coiled, and as there is a 9-foot piteh on.
the toof coolness should be achieved. Windows can
be opened-on either side of the building, ‘Ihe veran-
dakis will be of timber on the second and third floors.
Grerythmg is cuncrete:on the ground' floor. The stair-
casés. will bo of hardwood leading to the balconies.
‘There will be no-stairs inside.

5. o Senator Lynch—I have no preference for
conerete-consfruction as compared with brick work. I
(hink it would look odd to build one barracks in con-
arote when all the rest of the buildings are in brick.

The witness withdrew.

Cuntain George Francis Hyde, Royal Australian’ Ndvy,
Sccond: Naval Member of the Australian. Naval
Board, sworn and examined.

6. To Senator Lynch.-—Ab the present time the
naval dopdt at Flinders.is the only training establish-
ment in the Commonwealth for the Royel Australian
Navy, and there men receive advanced justruction in
*gummery, torpedo worl, sigualling, wireless, naval cook-

d pty Jipeiest 1 2

ing, &e: he existing is

for the number of men we wish to instruct.  More-
over, we hope for an increaso in the number. of men
carried, and unless: the accommodation is. enlarged 1t
will by impossible to instruct all the men: who will' ber
required,  The present strength of the establishment
is between 700 und 800; It should be approximately
100 move, but the accommodation is inadequate, and,
in addition, we- require-quarters for soveral: hundred
more men than are ab present on the strength. The




fleet numbers are those authorized by Parliament, but
the actual number of men borne for the maintenance
of the establishment is decided by the Naval Board
after consultation with the officer commauding. Of
course, tho number of men borne is governed by the
requirements of tho fleet.  The reduction in’ fleot
numbers is the result, not so much of the Washington
Conference ns of the policy of cconomy. IExisting
housing accommodation. is 10 to 15 per cent. below the
requiroments of to-dey, and we have not the number
of men in training that we should have to
supply the needs of the squadron. 1 have never
been ablo to discover any particular reason for the
selection of Flinders as a uaval fraining depdt,
but so much money has been already expended there
that thero would be no justification for shifting the
depdt. The buildings are not suitable for any other
purpose, and, of course, we hope that twen
hence, when a township has sprung up in the ¥
the Flinders Scttlement will have become a national
asset.. At the present time the establishment fulfils all
the requirements of a training depit, and the proposed
additional buildings are only in furtherance of the
original plan. I heve heard people say thet the
original inlention was that a naval base shonld be made
at Westernport, but I have never been able to under-
stand the reason for such a suggestion. It is impos-
sible to say, without the knowledge of the i ions of

2

put in a term of shore service, and that js dono by in-
cluding them jn the complement at Garden Istand,
or Flinders.  Apart from the overcrowding of the
existing  buildings, we hope that thero will be
an inerease in the gencral fleet numbers in  the
nest two or three years, and if that is to happon we
must provide the. extra accommodation in advance, It
18 estimated that eighteen months will be required to
complete the proposed new block of buildings.  Un.
fortuuately, owing to insufficient funds, we have not
enough traived men to man the ships of the existing
squadron.  Duving a great portion of the current
financial year recruiting has been discontinned. Tho
uncertainty as to the future of the.navy has made
parents reluctant to allow their boys {o seek a naval
carcer, Officers and men feel that there is a possi-
bility of the naval service being abolished ontirely,
and those who can get good jobs in other employment
are rendy to necept them. The navy is really training
mon for other vocations, We have sent men to England
to qualify in torpedo work, or gain other advanced
technical’ knowled‘g‘o, and after their training has cost

Ith hundreds and t} ds of pounds:
they have found that thoy could get bettér jobs outside,
and: tho wholo of the country's expenditure upon them
has been wasted.  Another deterrent te reerniting has
been the absence of forcign service, bul the arrange-

Parlinmont, how long the: proposed additional accom-
modation will suffice, but, naturally, if the increase in
the navy is commensurate with the inerease of the popu-
lation and wealth of the Commonwenlth, the size of the
establishment must increase as time goes on.  The
Naval Board has not sufficient money to keep ona
training depdt going properly, and tierefore cannot
counsider the establishment of a seccond.  Men for the
Australian Navy are reeruited by the distriet naval
officers in the various States. The majority of recruits
come from New South Wales and Victoria. The ex-
pense of travelling to and from Weslern Australin and
Queensland is so great as to considerably militate
agaiust recruiting 1n those States.  In England all
naval ratings are allowed by the private railway com-
panies to travel the double” jouruey for n single fare
and one third, but although the railways of Australia
are owned by the Commonwealth and the States our
naval ratings get uo concessions,  Subject to minor
modifications, the barracks already in’ existence at
Flinders are quite switable.  Certain minor questions,
such as the material to be used on the {loors, are still
under consideration.  The existing and  proposed
buildings include as much provision for recreation as
the Board can afford. We provide rooms for reading
and smoking, concerts, lectures, and billiards. of
course, gymnastie training 1s part of the instructional
course.  Generally speaking, we are very much worse
off in respeet of recreational facilities than are similar
cstablishments in Eugland, where the Admiralty is
oxceedingly gencrous in the provision it makes for
recreation and amusements Tf Parliament were to
decide to replace the existing squadron by modern
ships it would probably be found, three or four yenrs
henee, that yet another block of buildings would be
necessary.  In ite main essentials, the building proposed
15 satisfactory, and 1 am unable to suggest any major
improvements.

7. To. Senator Reid.—Boys entering the navy are
placed on the training ship Twngira at Sydney for
twelve months hefore being drafted into the fleet.
After three or four years' service on the ships they are
sent to Flinders Naval Base for higher guunery
and torpedo training, Those who enter the navy as
ordinary seamen go direct to Flinders depdt for pre-
liminary training, lasting six, eight, or twelve months
before they are sent to-sea.  Approximately half those
recoiving instruction are fmen: who have been sent
there for higher traimng in gunnery, torpedo work,
signalling, wireless, and cooking.  All men have to

ment to ships with the Royal Navy will make
an enormous difference,  Most boys go to sea in order
to travel and sce the world, and not in the hope of
making money out of that vocation, and the fact that
the Australian Navy did not offier a prospect of foreign
service, robbed the life of one of the principal induce-
ments, T have alveady mentioned that the absence of
railway concessions to naval ratings is a hindrance to
recruiting, particularly in the more distant States. The
Naval Board does i;ive cencessiens Lo hoys on the Tingira,
aud to certain other junior ratiugs, but although the
State Governments have been approached for many
ears for concessions to naval mem, and the matter has

een on the agenda paper of successive Premiers” Con-
ferences, it has.never heen brought to a favorable
conclusion.  The Naval Board gives coucessions to men
travelling west of Adelaide and north of Brisbane, but
oven the Commonwenlth Railway Department gives no
concessions.  The expense of a sailor going from Syduey
to Albany or Bunbury on leave is: prohibifive. In assess-
ing the attractions of life in the Australian Navy it is
usual to. make a comparison with the Royal Navy.
Apart from the railway coneessions, the men in the
Royal Navy ave able to get their tobaceo at about ls.
6. per 1b., as compared with the 12s. per b, which his
Australian compeer has to pay.  There is also a rum
ration in the Royal Navy, but in the Australian Navy
that is not issued. T am quite satisfied that Aus.
tralians have no greater aversion to naval life and
discipline than have the men of any other country,
provided they are properly handled.” 1f Parliament.
adopt a definite naval poliey, which would offer some
security of employment together with a prospect .of
foreign service, we should have no difficulty in getting
sufficient reeruits in Australia.  Of course, we cannot
expeet the same proportion of mew to volunteer for
naval service in Australia as in England, where the
proportion of seafaring population is very much greater,
T e-nsider the fire risk in the buildings at Flinders
almest negligible.

8, To Mr Vathews—Tetenlion. quarters were pro-
vided at Fhnde.s, but they were found {o be abso-
lately wnfitta? for the purpsse. Any men who are sen-
tenced to dit«nlicn are gent te Garden Island, Sydney.
A certain numker of men at Flinders are part: of the

1 of the establisl Thelr presence is
neeessary, partly for maintenance, and partly for the
instruetion of others.  Some, toe, are doing their
shore service, and whilst they nre giving instruclion,
they are alse learning.  An increase in the buildings

.-

will not necessarily of itself involve an inerense in the
size of the stafl, but, of course, as the number of men
receiving instruction increases, o must the number of
instructors. Although it may seem. that al Jervis Bay

and Flinders, the number of men on the staff is out of

proportion to the number of trainces, it must be ro-
membered that in each place a considerable engincering,
stalf has to be maintained not only for instraction, butl
in order to keep the necessary services going, I admit
frankly that it would be very much cheaper to send
officers and mien to England for most of the higher
iustruction, the Commonwealth paying their fares to
aud fro, and the cost of their training by the Ad-
miralty,.  The Imperinl nuthorities train very much
larger numbers, and the cost per student is propor
Lionately much, less than in Australis. I believe that
officers could be trained in England for less than half
the cost of training students at Jervis Bay.  The exist
ing instructiona! staff at Flinders is reduced to such an
oxtenf that it is impossible to cut it down further
without d ying: the effici of the blisl

You must remembor that the Flinders Naval Base was
carved out of a wilderness n few years ago, and a
good deal: of iture on mainl and 1 ¢
ments is necessary in order to create a settlment in
which people can live comfortubly,

9. To Mr. Mackay.—The Flinders depit reasonably
meets all the requirements of. a naval tinining (tablish
ment, and. if the navy is to be continued or inereased,
an ent of the dation is essential  The
proposed” new block of buildings will relieve existing
congestion, and cnable us to train a suflicient number
of men to supply the requirements of the squadron.

10. To Mr. Cook~When we compare the costs of
training in England and Ausiralin it must be remem-
bered that at the Royal Naval College, at Dartmonth,
thero are approximately 280 cadets, whereas at Jervis
Bay tho nunber is only 47. T the Austenlian epilor
is properly handled he- i3 ag amennble to diseipline as
is any other sailor in e world, The citizen Lrainces,
who ~ receive six days’ training under the com-
pulsory training law, have never been to sea and do
not know one end of a ship from another.  They can-
not be regarded as. an cflicient personnel. .\ ship
whose crew was completed’ from the cilizen trainees
would not be fit to go into action in less thau six
months, I these days a vessel should be ready to go
into ackion at any time. A fow years ago the cry
of economy was heard, and a large number of officers
and men, upon: whose training hundreds of thousande
of pounds had been expended, wero retrenched,  What
is. required is coutinnity of policy. In Great Britain,
Parliament has heen able from time to time to set out
a policy spread over o large number of years, and that
continuity of policy means a great saving in expendi-
ture. .

11. To Mr, Malhews—I have every reason to believe
that the boys on the Tingira take kindly to naval dis-
cipline. They oll look healthy and happy, and they
put on weight in a remarkable fashion. They have
every possible avenue for making complaints regarding
:my' issntisfacti but the ) received are few
and far bebween. I do «not believe that the sub-

dinate officers: supp plaints; they have not
the power to do so. I will not go o far as to say
that satisfaction is complete, because in every company
there is a small minority of men who invent complaints
which have very liltle foundation. T am sure that
we can get suflicient Australians to offer for n:w:\!.
training if & reasonable prospeet is held out to them.

12. 76 Senator Tynch.—As T belicve the navy to he
& permanent institution, I am of opinion that any
buildings, erected for the training of naval ratings
should'be of a permanent character.

(Taken at Flinders.)

FRIDAY, 7ru MARCIL, 1921,
Present:

Senator Lyscn, in the Chair;
Senator. Batnes Mr. Mackay
Scnator Red Mr. Fackson.
Mr, Cook .

Captamn Ralph Stuart Swoyd, [.S.0., RN, Captam
Supermtendent of Traming, Fhnders Naval Base,
Victoria, sworn and cxamined,

13 Tu the ftharrman  The proposal for the eroction
of increas 1 accommadation for sramen at the Flinders

Naval Base originated in the estimates for the finanein)

year 1323 21 "The number of ratings at present under

my control liere js 598, which is ennsiderably below
the maximum of 770, which number 1 not dofinitely
fixed, but depends upen the accommedat on: which enn
be made availeble, and the men who are required ocither
for training or for other serviees If normal develop-
ment 15 tc be waintained, the number Lo be provided far
is estimater) Lo b net lesg than 1,000, which number is
based upon the minimum requirementa to maintnin the
personnel of the naval services at present in tenee,

Fhe 1,000 includes the actual instructional staff, those

undergoing training here, ns well as those e

quited for the mainlenance of the base  Accarding to

the plans, wlieh I have perused, the number intended
to be dated in the buildings now in existence

was 501, and in those buildings we now have 570

‘Phore are 598 petty officers and: men resident here to-

day, but of that number there are 26 to 28 who live

in houses at tho depét or who are employed in the
wardroom, warrant officers’ mess, or other places where
they sleep. AL present, the exisling buildings are
necommodating approx.mately 70 more than was in.
tended when Lhey were erccted. We have had approxi-
mately 800 men here at one time, which represents the
maximum, so far as my experience gas. 'The proposed

new building' would be capable of accommodating 302

men.  When this question first came up for cousidera-

tion my predecessor was consulted, and since I have
been here the matter has also been discussed with me

1 consider the design of the proposed building to be as

satisfactory as it could' be on the available site.  The

only defects in. the existing building are the large nun-
ber of glass, doors on the westurn side of the building,
whieli is exposed to the prevailing bad weather. The
balcon es are also on the western side of the structure.
and extend from one ond of the building to the oll'm‘:
it is along these that all the traffic has to pass. The
glas doors are constantly*heing opened, and in the
winter, particularly, the buildings become cold and
draughty, and it is exccedingly difirult to keep them
warm. It is propused to overcome these defects in the
new build ng by plating the doors and balconies on the
eastern side of the structure, which is well sheltered
from the prevailing westerly weather. I do not know
of any othcr defects of uny consequence in the existing
building. The proposed alteration in design will muke
for the comfort and convenienco of the men. No
structura! damage has been caused by the beating in of
the rain through the glass doors on the western side,
but it has made the building uncomfortably cold and
damp in the winter, and during certain stormy periods
in the summer time. Sufficient space has not been
provided in the cxisting building for reading and writ-
ing rooms, partirularls for the ratings below those of
petty officer: but in the proposed ‘b\uldmg this defect
viill be overcome by providing sufficient space for recrea-
tion. The additional space in the proposed building
could be utilized by the occupants of the existing
buildings. The prtly officcrs have sufficient room for
recreation, but from 400 to 600 men have only the
canteen ond billiard-rcom and dorniitories in which' to
do their writing and rending. The proposed site is the
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Dest avmilable as regards heating, lighting, and sewernge.
The aspect. 13 as good as that of the othery, and with the
excoptivn of the modifications 1 have monuend, 1 do
not thnk the deagn could be nuproved upon.  In the
new Lutldmg cortatt spaces whigh were st asule for
baggage  rems u the eartng Lwldings will be
depensed  with, as  they e of no ical valuo
tor the stenge of baggage.  The correspundung
Spare i the sttwetme witl be utilizal m makig
the dormitartes larger.  Viewmyg Uhe propusal as o
whole, 1 tonsider 1t essential to mmeur the eapendiluie
of £34.000 to meet the presstig neeu that now exists
as well as to provide ow for the listo:
future, 1f wo could fill the new bwildmg within three
months with men under trammng, we would probubly be
200 shoit of the maximum mumber rejquired but accom-
inodation could be provided for the additinal number
withont mficting undue haidship. or discomfort. upon
them. 1t would, of ccurse, mean encroachmy upon the
space, but that 15 bemg done at present. L understand
tho ¥pace provided, as shown on the plan, 18 that fixed
by the authoriies m control of public buildings. The
space was not fised by any standard: reecgnised 1 the
British Navy, or, so far as L knew, by any oflicers
associated with the Department of the Navy. We would
be justifie] in tumpciaily encroaching upon the aecom-
modation provided m the lurger reoms to the extent of
50 per cent

4. To Senator Reid.—The ground fluor in the dor-
mitories is utilized for sleeping purposes, and 1 do not
think it 1s nmore uncomfortable theve than on any ot
the othier floors, Approsimntely one-half of tho ground
floor is used for recreation purposes, and the balnce
for sleeping accommodation.  The lavatory accommo-
dation at the vear of the do mitories is sulficient, for each
block, and T do not think any improvement could be
made in connexion with that Lo be provided for the new
bock  Although the supply of water to the baths 18
excellent, the steam heating apparatus lms not been
altogether satisfactory Tihis, however, is being, re-
placed by a. more modern systent, which should be en-
tirely efliient.  In the wnter time the bulconies are
used only as a means of commumecation between the
different,” dorutovies in the block.  To trausfer the
palcontes. and doors from the western Lo the
vastern side of the huilding wonld involve n good
deal of struelural alteration to the walls, and
although' sueh an  alteration  would add. to the
comfort of the men, T doubt whether it is a
feasible proposition, because the position of the exist-
ing windows on the castern side would bave to bo
altercd, and provision would also have to be made for
the deors. Tt is unnecessary to have halconies on
Loth sides of the building, Because if balconies were
placcd on the eastern side those en (he western stdo
would be very little used  The expenditure would not
be justified.

15. To Stnator Barues  When the ex sting t

Moibourne in. practieally all cuses, aud. are delivered ab
the store and. cool slorage,  Kive men are employed
apprusinaely two liowrs and. a half o day in supply-
mg the kitchens, 1f the stores. and cool. stofage
acommodation were temoved to o sito mear the
calloys nod the ailway siding  extended, wmuch of’
the expense now. incurtod in transferring, goods could
be avorded.  The delivery of coal is equally incon-
vement.  The daily quantit of coal cqugumcd‘ l"or
heating and cooking puvposes is 6 tons, which quantity
has to be couveyed from the coal dump at the railway
sidinng to-the heating boiler house and the galleys, From
six 10 cight men and otie molor lorty are engaged on this
work for the greater part of thelr time, ‘Taking, the
average annual st to the country of the junior rating,
nnl\u’l’mg his cost in every way, at £300 per annum, I
consider it costs £5;000 to .£6,000 a year to:convey the
eoul ard food from the point where it is landed from
tho vaibway to the place where it is used, Some ijm-
provement’ should be made to enable this work to bo
done more ically. T have included. in this
year's estimates a sum for extending the railway siding
in the direction indicated, and if the amount is voted,
we should be able to cffect a considerable saving,

17. To Mr. Jackson.—Corrugated iron maturally
rad.ates the heat on hot days, but, generally speaking,.
owing Lo tho height of the roofs and the ventilation
provided, no sorious objection can be faken to the iron
roofs on the existing building. I do not think any
advantage would bo gained by using tiles.

18, Te Mr, ('oole—T have occupicd my present posi-
tion for only nine months, and during, that time have
had very little opportunity of becoming intimately
acquainted wilth the Australian cosst-line. T am unable
1o say whether this is tho best place at which a base
of this kind should be located, The question of whether
the geacral suitability of the site should not be fully
cousidered before further expenditurs is incurred is.one
upon which I should not be expected to give an answer
at this-moment. My personal opinion is that it would
not be advisablo to spend very large sums in endeavour-
ing to make this place suitablo for large vessels to enter.
As a training establishment, however, T consider it
entively suitable, and one which ought to be main-
taiued, even ab considerable expense.  The ideal site is,
of course, one where repairs, docking of ships, & naval
depdt, and naval training could be carried out,
©19. To the Chairman—1 have given carcful con-
sideration to the fact that to ercct the proposed building
on the southern. instead of on the northern end of the
block will have the effect, in a seuse, of upsetting the
balance provided in tho original plan.  If the proposed
building were erccted. on the nortliern. end of the block
1t would entail provision being made for the new. cook-
g arrang and an extension of the henting and
sewerage system which, at present, pusses tho proposed
site on the southern end.  If the building is erected-

were accommodating 700 mcn the oceupants were,, of’
contse, somowiat crowded.  To matatain the naval
sarvices at present 1w eastence the number we should
have i thes establishmont is estimated at not less than
LU0, Seme ratings would be underguing training at
e, but, approatmately, 500 weuld be under training
here the whole time. .

16 7o Wr. Mackay. —The plan nrovides for a dning-
room of the same size as those m ure 1 connexion wilh
the evisting block, and in the eame place relatively.
The diming-rooms are satisfactory and, as far as
know, no improvements are ne~ld.  The ool storage
room 1s ahont 500 yards in'a diret lme, and, by road,
more than half-a-m-le from the dming-rooms and gal-
leys  This s a soyree of great meonvenience and ex-
peuse, hecause  men have to be employed almost
contiauously carrving material to the galleys, and 2
motor lorry or ven 1s employed m that service domg
four trps a dey. Supplies are recetved by rail from

ou the s.te proposed, only would be necessary,
but, if at the northern end, extensions would have to
be made. To that eatent the propusal is more
cconomical. I have beewr ashed if I think any more
money should be spent on this hase in the difection
indicated before a thorough iuquiry is made to ascertain,
\f & more suttable site is available for developing our
scheme of naval defence. "o maintain this place, to.
provide material and means of training, must involve
expendituve in the fulure, and how much, or Jiow little,,
depends entirely upon the naval.services to be provided.
Woe must tvain our own inen in our own establishient.
We have been depending, lo a large extent, upon the
Royal Navy to supply trained men, either by loan or
by transfer. We cannot coutinuo to do that. The
Royal Navy bhas been reduced to a minimum, and can-
uob supply men, hecause they are not available, We
must train our own mon, and this is the only place
svailable for the purpose. To juterfere with its natural
growth, supposing the naval service is to extond, would

be_s\}lcldal. As the rervice Inereases, so muat the
training’ opportunities be extended. 'The extensions
Eroposcd are not necessitated by an increased service,
ut aro merely to meet the requirements of the present
complement_ag provided for by the current estunates.
Therefore, I could. not say that it was unneces-
sary to s nd. more money on this site until some
future Fo icy has been' determined, because that might
menn the discontinuanco of training, and for all prac-
tieal purposes of actual training this base is quite suit-
able, It is not economical, however; in some respects
for the reasons. I have mentioned, and also because of
the fact that men have to bo sent to and from
S{dney by train, I have wnol sufficient knowledge
of the local conditions. to say if it is possible to find
& place where all ihe naval activities mentioned could
be accommodated in the one spot.  In Great Br.tain
there are two or three places where there is a dock-yard,
a naval depdt, and a training establishment, such as at
Portsmouth, Devonport, and Chatham, which renders
the work more efficient and cconomical.  This base is
recognised' as essentially a training station, It is not
possible to undertake other than mmor repairs here;
other repairs must necessarily be done at Coclatoo
TIsland or Gurden Island,

(Taken at Melbourne.)

MONDAY, MARCH 10Tu, 1924,
Present

Senator Lyncu in the Chair;
Senator Barnes Mr, Jackson
Sonator Reid Mr. Mackay
Mr, Cook AMr, Mathews.

Horace John Mackennal, Works. Director, Vietoria,
sworn and. examined.

20. To the Acting Chairman.—The plans of the pro-
posed seamen’s barracks, Flinders, were prepared in my
office and were approved by the Navy Departmeut.
The only respect in which they differ from those of
the existing building is that the verandah is to be
placed on the eastern instead of the western side, This
has been done; at the request of the commander of the
depot, in order to give the men protection from the
weather, the castern side being sheltered, will render
communication between the barracks and dormitories
casier in wel weather. The proposed building will
consist of three stories, will be 212 feet long by 55 ft.
8 in. wide. 'The building will be in brick. The
two lower floors. will be 16 in. work—3 in. solid
with a 2} in. hollow, and 4} in. inside wall, to ensure
a damp-proof building, The upper fleor will be in 11
in. work—two 4} in. brick work with a 2 in. hollow.
In addition to the barrack buildings there: will bo
latrine and: lavatory blocks also a dining room block
and a petty officers’ dining room. The i\uer will be
in, wood corresponding with the existing bwldings but
the latrines and lavatory blocks will be built in brick
The barracks, with the exception that the verandahs
will be on the eastern, instead of the western, side,

. and n small central bay, will be identical with the

exjsting buildings. The ground floors will be in con-
crete instead of wood. Bxperience has shown that the
constant hosing which naval men insist on is very in-
jurious-to-all wood work. The trouble is that the mavy
people treat buildings as they would treat a ship. For
cleaning purposes they turn on the hydrant and flood
the floor pushing the water in front of them with a
squeegee. Under this treatment timber must shrink
and .deteriorate rapidly, and in addition dampness is
soon noticcalle. We have had the same difficulty in
buildings occupied, by military people. The slecping
accommodation in the. proposed barracks is on the upper
floors, It has not been thought necessary to put. those

B

floors in concrote, because they have a better chance
of .(lrymg ot About ecighteen months ago we were
obliged tv substitute conerete fur woud an the glound
floor of one of the existing buslding becanse the trmber
had rotted as a rusult of the treatment 1 have men
tioned. There will be no.verandah on the wesiern side,
but the hollow exterior wall will be a suffierent safe-
guard against weathor and dampness.  The eastern side
iz a fiue healthy aspect, especially for sleeping accom
modation. In an exposed position like Plinders the
raing are generally almost horizontal so if the entraness
to the barrack rvoms were on the western side, as is
the case in the existing baildings, the rooms would get
wet. Nearly all the wet wiather comes from that dirvee
tion.  On present-day costs the estimates for the pro-
posed new huildings is £33,000. The estimates for the
oxisting buildings which were erected in about 1915
were approximately 50 per cent. lower. Since then
materials and labour have advanced about 100 per
cent. At the present time the minimum award for
bricklayers is £6 17s, 6d per week compared with £3
11s, 6d. in 1915, but we cannot always get bricklayers
for present award rates. [t is estimated that n will
take ten or eleven months to put up the buildings The
policy is to do all work by contract but in practice, and
owing to the difliculty in getting satisfactory tenders, we
are: doing a considerable amount by day labour. We
do this rather unwillingly because of the great diffieulty
in obtaining labour at tfm present time.  As the naval
base is now, I think the site for the propesed new bar-
tacks is quite suitable, The alternative proposal of
placing this block on the north side instead of the
sonth was not considered. The location was settled by
the naval authorities and we were asked to prepare the
plans, keeping in mind the original design for the con-
struction of the whole group of buildings. The new
Juildings will be nearer the officers’ administration sec-
tion and in that way will make for better supervision.
1 do not think that ‘any extra expense will' be incurred
by erecting the block on the south side instead of the
north, Some of the mains might he a trifle nearer, but
in huildings of this size that is a very small matter
have not heard of any complaints with regard to the
transport of coal hut there is a proposition for next
year’s estimates for the consiruction of a loop line into
the engine house at the back of the warrant officers’
quarters. Personally 1 do not think that would be a
paying propesition. T admit that the present method
for the transport of coal is very uneconomic, That is
owing to the situation of tlie engine house, byt 1 do
not think the loop line would' be an economie propost

tion. The labour used for the transport of coal is
the naval ratings and it has to he there anyhow Tt is
possille, of course, that if the present unhandy method
of. handling the coal were replaced by a more efficient
system, the labour at present available for that pur-
pose could be utilized in other direetions, T would not

like to offer an opinion ns to the possibility of com-
plaints arising, from the fact that the proposed barracks.
may be more comfortable than the existing buildings

That would be a question which only the officer-in-charge
could answer. Personally T do not think there will be
any marked difference in the comfort of the several
buildings, with the exception that in stormy weather
men housed in {he proprsed new barracks will not be so
oxposed when they leave their rooms T prefer brick
work to conerete for a building of this deseription. Tt
is easier to make a brick building damp proof with only
one building to erert and it is less expensive. For con-

erete work u great deal of centering has to be provided,

end when the building is finished it is not always pos.

sible to transfer the « forming ™ to other buildings. Thus

considerable cconomic waste results. Generally speak-

ing brick work is cheaper than concrete except in cases
where a contraclor is doing a lot of *“ type " work. A

company that is constautly on concrete enn utilize the

whole of the malerials, practically to the last penny,

but for a building of this kind bricks would be cheaper




and moro satisf v. Tho building is designed to
provide 600 culue feel space per man. T understand
tho authoitns have been ornmped for room for some
tune s and that the accommodation in the: oxisting'

bulding 15 overtaxed,

at o Wr Markay.- T, as hus been s aesled, the
consbiuetion of the proposed loop line for the handling
of conl and stores will result_in the saving of £5,000
a year L should sny that it wonld be an cconomy lo build
the Line, but | ehonld like to know low the figures are
mede up I contend that the Inbour—naval 1atings—
woukd be there anyhow. Whether in the event of the
luop lme being buill, is would be possible to utilize:
that labour more profitably in other dircetions, is for
the Navy people to sy Bricks for the building would
o obtained in Molbourne and trucked from the kiln
right into the siding  We might get the bricks from
Oakleigh but that would not be much nearer than
Melbomne. As a matler of fact we would have lo
purchase bricks where we can got them. Owing to- the
immense amount of building work going on in the city
there is a seareity of bricks ‘Lhe position is & litghe
eastor just at present, but there were limes, during the
past yoar, when we have had to ask for coneessions Trom
the brick companits in order to gel supplies. At pre-
sent we are nol large buyers of cement although we
use a large quantity of thit maierial through our cour
tracts and deprrtmental day lnbour. We do our buying
through the Supply and Tender Baard, but if we re-
quired’ o large amount of coment and considered the
contract ratos nnsatisfactory we would go into the open
market and sev 1f we cunkd do better, The reof of the
bareacks will be of galvanized fron, s u protection
ngainst deterioration, we treat all galvanized iron in
builldings near the seaside wath cement and oil. The
three dinmng-rooms will provide accommodution for 300
men, 100 m cach roum, and the petty officers dining-
voom will accommodate 42 moen. Al the cocking
arrangements will be carried ot in one kitchen, There
1s no provssion for heatmng the dormitories, but the
dimug-rooms and_recreation: ruoms will be heated. T
have not heard of any complainls concerning the posi-
tion of the lavatories and as the sewering scheme is
good and there is a plentiful water supply,. there should
be no reasun for complaint

92, To Senator Barnes,—The plans for the existing,

Idi were designed in the head-offi The: chiel
architect, Mr, Murdoch, was responsible for them. II
1t were ,possible to caull the floors, as 1s done in the
case of ship’s decking, there mught not Le any objee-
1on to the constant hosing to which they are subjected
Ly the navy people, but there is a niarked difference
hotween the two styles of work. TL is imposible to
make good the junction in between the floor and the
wall of a building, and so it is not possibleto prevent
damage through the hesing of the floors, 1 disagree
entirely with the practice of hosing these places, but we
never seeny to be ablo to climinato it citlier in the case
of the maval or military authorities, They iisist on
turning on the water and sometimes it may be scen
flowing two inches deep over the floors, just as it flows
over z ship's deck and the men, using a squeegee, push
it ahead of (hem. No building will stand treatment
like that. 1t seems to be the praclice of ihe navy
people, whenever they aro in a naval building, to regard’
{hemselves as *‘ aboard,” and o they carry on, as it
they were really on board ship, Immediately they go.
outside they regard themselves as * ashore.” 1t was
the same at the Willinmstown depot. When a man
stepped outside the building' he felt that he had gone:
ashore  When T mentioned the difiiculty about getling
Jabour to carry out departmental work by day labour
T did not wish to convey the impression thet we could
get no_labour but that i view of the immense amount
of work going on we found it extremely. difficult, and
have Lo compele for the men by paying higher award
rates than other peoplo would pay.

‘93, To the Acting Chaisian,—Wo-aro obliged: to-pay
above awusrd rates, We counob got men: for the
minimum wage. Sucls bricklnyers. ns wo-have been -ablé
to get reccive 325 n day iveluding their allownnees.
Genorally speaking, if we sond' brickluyors to countr,
work we huve to pay thom. 308, w day plus 30s. o wee
for bonrd.

24, To Senmtor Reii—The award; rale is £6 17,
6d, week. The position is the samy in all trades, buy
it is exceedingly difieult in, regard to bricklayers’ and
plagterers' trades, In country work we naever attempt
any of the higher cluss of plfumbing, but confine our-
solves. to roofing und tho simpler work. Former)y gur-
pentets were allowed to-fix galvanized jron roofing, but
that ia now a plumber's job.

25. To Senator Barpes,—1 think dopartmental super-
vision, in the cuse of duy labour, is more eflicient thaw
the supervision of privale contraslors and: that i cons
sequenco wo get botter work done by day labour than
under contracl, Jrom, this point of view I prefer day.
labour but il means twico L}w amount, of wonlg for mu
aud the responsible officers.  We have to witch enve-
tully all material that comes on. to a job- whereas: i
the case of contract work that responsibility falls, on-thu
contruetor and we simply condemn anything that we
consider unsuitable, 'Lhat,. however, 15 not so mueh
why Government work is done by contract, 1t is o
question of DMinisterinl policy. I think we get o better
job by day labour but wliére competition is healthy,
coutract work is cheaper Beosuse ysually . contractor
is # man of somo substancé: and' bieing uble to cusure
continuity of work is able to. keep his teams together.
“Thero is not the same continuily in depurtmental work
but frequently we are able (o do work by day labour
at » cheaper rato than the contract pr For instance
we are just fiirishing ofl the petty oflicers' dining-room,
a single-story building, That work wus estimated to
cost £1,854 but the only tonder received:was for £2,295:
so we delermined Lo do it by day labour. The cost to
date and it is nearly finished, is £1,697 and X estimato
that we shall complete it for £1,720; Weo have lo
remember, however, that we had a ‘stack of. bricks that
were bought al 30s. per 1,000 less thaw current. market
rates, but even. if we make an allowauce on that ac-
count, we shall be well under the contract price. The
lack of continuity in_work, however, is the drawback
to an extension of the departmental day labour sys:
tem, Although work may be required for various.
departments the actual contracts are handled by ihe
Works Department, As soon as approval has beort,
given for work, whether it is a £30,000 building: or
an office chair, {he departmenti concerned want the
work carried out in a: hurry, and looks to us to get.
16 done without delay, The reason for this is obvious.
The Parlinmentary. vote has to be expended within
the finaneial year, if possible. Wherever possible we,
gel supplies. of bricks locally. For instance we are
doing' some bwiding at Mildura and using Alildurs
bricks. The cost of Melbourne bricks would be exces-
sive.

26, To- Ur. Jackson.—Bricklayers do nob now lay the:
same number of bricks as. formerly. No doubt this
iy due Lo the facl that meny bricklayers are -only
partially trained: in their work. Originally the: hob
water service pipes were put in edrthenware pipes,
with the result that whenover anything went wrong
there: was difficulty iw locating the trouble. T is. essen-
tinl that, if any leakages oceur;, the trouble shall by

diseovered and remedied at once, hence the decision -

to hiave the hot water service in overhead pipes, I'have
not, had sufficiently long experience at the: Naval base!
to-be ablo Lo-speak with authority. concerning the effect
of sen air on galvanized iron roofing there, ‘but the:
practice isto treat all galvanized.iron in buildings near

the sca with cement and oil, thus ‘an immente
amount of trouble is avoided, The fort work build.

ings at Nopean, and Queenseliff are a-constant: sourch:

of trouble, Most of thoso buildings were crected dur-
ing the war, At one placs we are renewmg . with
weatherboard.

27. Po Senator Reid.—From my experien-e T doubt
if bricklayers at present lay more than 400 bricks por
day but 1 am quite sure (fmt the quuhity of the work
done by day labour is equal to work doue on contract
On one of our big jobs, for the arsenal committee, a
contract running info £30,000, one of the contractors,
himself ns good o brickluyer us one could meet in this
country told me on one occasion when T was condemu
ing, certuin hrick work that it was most diffienlt to got
goed wen, and that ho had had to dismiss quite a
number for incompetence. When T asked' him how
many bricks thoy were laying per day he said they
were not doing more than 350.

28, To Mr. (‘sok.—Ten yenrs ago on similar work a
bricklayer would lay betwcen 700 and 800 bricks per
day. 1 should like to add, however, that the number
of bricks which o man can lay depends eatirely upon
the class of work. I have seen as many os 1,500
2,000 done on' certain work but it would he unreason
able to expect a high average on' every class of work
Recently we_invited tenders for some buildings at the
cordite factory and as.the lowest was £1,000 above the
departmental estimate we vecommended that it be dene
by day labour, T think we will be able to complete
the job at the departmental figure.

29, To Senator Reid.—The bathreom pesemmodation
in fhe new buildings is accessible from the ends of the

balcony, I estimale that it would cost an extin £3,000

to add balconies along the eastern side of the noposcd
new barracks and as it would: not. be o great saving in
the distauce which the men would have to travel, it
would not be an economy. The ceilings to the third
floor accommodation will be of fine corrugated galvanized
jron, This is really a Qpeensland practice, intraduced
in Commonwealth work Ly Mr. Murdoch. Tt is more
satisfactory than wooden’ linings or expanded metal
which is  not galvanized, and is unsuitable for
buildings near the seaside.  With the galvanized iron
there is no dust and it is considered more sanitary. Tl
does not increase the heat of the yoom. Ventilation of
the building is provided by the enves and thiough the
roof by ducts, with cowls. attached to them. When we
hand over a building to the Navy Department, we Tave
no further responsibility aud therefore we cannot ifter
fere with tho manner in which they treal it, but if
wo were the Iandlord we would not allow them Lo hose
the floors.

30. To Mr. Cool.—I was not responsible for the
original design. of the barracks but T approve of them
They are a replica of existing buildings and in design
hiave boen found: to be quite satisfactory. A multiple
story building, such as s proposed for the barracks.
is always more economical than o single-story strueture.
1 consider the proposed buildings absolutely essential
for the mumber of mon to be accominadated.” T under-
stand that the naval authorities have been putting 40
mon in accommodation intended originally for 25, thus

reducing tho air space of 350 eubic feet per may, which
is insullicient. Unless we strmke dronght conditions,
thus terfering with Government and private enter-
prise schemes there is no likelihood of bwlding costs
comug down m the near future  Ten years age brik

layers were gettmg £3 11s 6d compared with 16 1is.
6d. mimmum award rate to-day  Catpenters ten yeas
ago got £3 Ys. 8d , compared with L& Us Id award
rate lo-dny and, speakmy generully, shilled labour 13
nat, so cfiicient as 1t was ten years ago 1 may add
that we are not able to get any man i any trade for
award rates to-day. We advise the Minstenal head.
of the postion and get a coverng authonty for m

crepsed expenditure.

31, I Mr. Machag.—1 should say 1t would haudly
puy to construct a hight wramway to deliver the ks
from the ralway to the job. We could get the naval
lorry to carry the materal for us  Jn cert Ain eireum
stances the naval wmen, I find, are melined  to help
us. ‘They ore underguing trammg and have cor-
tain duties to perform but' [ know the (fll{:luul of the
depot is usually anxious to take on anythin, s a
matter of fact he would take on the Luilding work,
but for obvious reasons we cnnnot allow hin to do
that. A hght tramway as suzgested would net d
This work would have to be earried oat in aeenrdance
with Viclarian Railway dard, otlietnise they eoull
not get thew rollug stock and eugines over the wection
Mr. Murdoch has not supervised the rsiimates Lul he
aporoved of the plan for the propased bukding  The
departmental prachict it allow the Departmental Ten-
Jot Board te handla all continets  Tf the lowest: tenderer
1s below the departmental estimale i 15 aces el e
the Supply and Tender Board without roference 1o
the Works Department, but if it is above egrrmate
the matter is {hen submitted Lo the Director General af
Works, nominally, for repart as co what he thinks
should bo done. [ the ease of Victoria an I' thns work,
it would of course neme before me Yhere is an
agreement between the arehitocts and master builders
that, in the case of all contracta over £5,000 in value
the quantities shall be taken omt 1y qualified quaniity
surveyors for the information of contractors  Thero
are only four or five quantity urveyors praatising in
Metbourne and sometimes we have tn wait twe or three
weeks hefore o contract ean be advertivd

39, Ty the Actmg-Charnan —We have ane quali-
fied commercial quantity surveyor iu the depmitment,
and mn assistant who s qualificd to take ont Tuildeps
quantities which are got out in o different way, but we
must employ these oulside men who guarantee the
correctness of their quantities to the contractor and
aceept the responsibility for any eveor The writing
voom fecommodation will he n room 17 ft. 8 in by
83, ft., in the proposed new Luilling This has been
asked for by the men. It will be close to the recreation
voors. The building trade is exeodingly busy at the
3.+ waeny timg, ge b in fact that it is almost impossible
for us to get country work done.

The Comnutlce adjourned.
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