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• The

>.< Tor the future rural Australian communities and Australian agrk;;.;:! .:re, as well as

i:!. ! have received information regarding the "Murray Darling 1'̂ .sir Guide to the

ii i'lan" (The Guide) which gives me no confidence in The Guidi',:- .he processes

:.;]'!:.lertakcn in the preparation of that guide.

nvingate the damage already inflicted on residents of the Murray !);.;; uu» Basin

•;.;ikct of uncertain financial security and investment which has b o . = -j-st over the

ill until all of the inquiries into The Guide are finalised and the i'ind^gs made

:;:.: Guide be precluded from consideration immediately,
':>..:: lion. Tony Burke - Minister for Water confirms the "Sushiru^le Diversion
:.t:;:i Figures" referenced in that guide are to be reviewed and i.hos.' '-'.it forward in
1 he ("luidc" are no longer up for consideration.

•„.::. uTontly, the Water Act does not address the triple-bottom line. wh:; r-. is outlined

'.:;.;.; Water Initiative, the basis of the Water Act. It is heavily weighuv in. favour of

;K:V>, and a true balance between the environmental, economic and ••VMI aspecis

• Hauied. To this end I ask

'.lit' 'Wafer Act 2007 is- reviewed and amendments made, with a v\w-- to making

*:-•>.' hur anul equitable to all communities in the Murray ParMw^ i')r.;:;in, and

;>8iM,»s witSi the National Water Initiatives' triple-bottom line H»)jpv<i:ach, treating

.ij;;ja!!, ecoiKtmic and environmental aspects of the Basin

inquiries currently being held and any future "Plans" that may l;x: ^imposed, be

;ki,.- ini.o consideration the following factors:

;-...c;o-oconomic factors that will affect rural communities brought ;;iv;.;. by any plan
i . . . . . . . , . i .
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it Ss crucial that our communities can be assured that they are
valued by the nation and that the final basin plan will provide equal
protection for the environment, economic and social assets of the
basin,

i^overnment needs to roll out infrastructure improvement to
assist farmers and create water saving in the Murray Darling Basin
before they accumulate more water from buy backs. This will help
the rest of the community to remain and be viable in the surrounding
districts. It could be found water recovered from infrastructure
improvements will save water buy backs. Water buy backs wjil take
peoples jobs where infrastructure improvement will create jobs and
business for the districts.

• Water ihat has already been taken or purchased from the MDB - for exanrok; the
Na;:Ui!i;':.il Water Initiative, Water for Rivers, State Government purchase:; ;:^d the
Livivif.- Murray initiative, amongst others;

* The Pir.'Uarnentary and Senate inquiries should look at water management ;v;r:n a holistic
perfect ive, not simply water for the environment;
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•

<» The T'liriiamentary and senate inquiries sipuia IOOK. ai
perfective, not simply water for the environment;

.; initiatives beyond taking water from food production should be i'uVr.
investigated; for example, upgrades of depression era water ininislucture, on-
larm efficiency projects, storm water reclamation, water conserve:on options
•for all parts of the Basin urban and rural, towns and cities, the il<u options is
long and the studies are exhaustive;

The :M.ii.rnficance of domestic food security and the future needs for food;
® The vv'c-Ubcing and continuation of one of Australia's major export indus-fn^;.
• The Governance of the environmental water that is "saved";
• That ;••!)•• Government money that is allocated as recompense goes to ini'n.;M<iicture and

sodo-economic development, before going to water buy backs, to ensur,: -.hat the best
ou.com.es for rural communities can be met.

The inquiries should also take into consideration the following scenarios;

• Footi s-enrity contingency plans, should the production of locally produced food be
afseclwd by more than 15 per cent;

• Con'ioj^iscy plan for an influx of people to the cities from rural areas br^j^ht about by
sut'^uirstial loss of employment opportunities in rural areas

1 believe an inquiry led by an organisation, labelled an "independent commission undertaking
an "indeper..i"r>.! study", should be truly independent, I therefore request thai:

» All i'/.rveriLsing undertaken by the Commonwealth Department of Water. •,•!: behalf of the
1V1DBA, be stopped immediately;

• Thai ;;!! -'best available" information used by the MDBA have a requinvw.nt to be peer
res'",.1 wed; and

» ] alM: demand that the "local knowledge" of rural communities, is aciivcy sought and
er:,,Uij,!ed across all matters of the Basin Plan, to deliver an outcome ih;>.;. considers all
asrvcis of the issues, to deliver a truly independent report.

1 look forward. ;.u receiving the Authority's response.

Yours si
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