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To the chairman of the house of representatives standing committee, Tony Windsor. We are a
senior couple extremely concerned and sick with worry about our family ,s future in Griffith if the
proposed MURRAY-Darling Basin water plan is enacted or more severe cuts maybe Wanted
(not Needed }.

All our family, 3 adults and their husbands/wives ,9 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren have
always lived in Griffith , we have no wish to live anywhere else.

Living in a broad farming area dependent on irrigation our family are keenly aware that our
financial and social security is closely linked to a strong viable farming industry .
To cause irreparable damage to such a large relatively safe food growing area s compared to
the flooding in other states which have all but washed away their fresh produce and prime
meat animals.

Relying on food supplies from other countries A can be destroyed by natural disasters and
warsJs extremely dangerous to our Australian population.

We ask the House of Representatives Standing Committee to think very hard about how many
people and wildlife will be destroyed if you get it WRONG.

FROM Stewart and Thelma Broome.

24/01/2011
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natural ebb and iieiw bttwce- n Lake
Alexandrina and the Southern Ocean.

To the- north-west of the largest c>f
these barrages is Hindmarsh Island, a
new golf course and housing r- state
where retirees are encouraged to buy
their piece of paradiw on the edge of a
freshwater lake.

The Lower Lakes were oot always
fresh. Before the barrages v.-c-re; buil t
they filled with seawa tei in periods erf
drought but now enjoy continual flow;-,
of fresh water from the I fume and Dart-
mouth dams. The Lower L;Jres. Coon ng
and Murray mouth will be the main
recipients of all the proposed environ
mental flows in the
Murray-Darling Basin j g i j i B
Authority's controver- §g§| i | § |
sial new Guide to the
Proposed Basin Plan.

The guide says the
equivalent of four
Sydney Harbours of
freshwater must be
delivered to the Lower
Lake:; yearly by taking
water from irrigalors as far away as the
Namoi Valley in north-western NSW.
When representatives of the authority
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Pe1 ter Gell and Deborah I laynes details
how the barrages have changed the eco-
logy of the Lower Lakes and affected the
adjaeentCoorong.

There is an argument, put forward by
Tim Flannery of the Wentworth Group of
Concerned Scientists and Greg Hunt, the
federal opposition spokesman on cli-
mate, that if the barrages had not been in
place during the recent drought, salt
water would have penetrated an unnat-
ural d is tancc up the Murray River.

These opinion leadt rs seem to ignore
that there was more water travelling
down the river during this drought than in
cither 1914-15 or 1945-16, so there is no
reason to suppose the intrusion would
have been any worse than back then -
before the completion of the Snowy
Mountains scheme. The bottom line is
that the guide is about taking water from
our best fooel-producingfarmland and
Minding it down to the Lower Lakes,
which were never a totally freshwater sys-
t(,m and are degraded by European carp
and h ousing developm ems.

Not so many years a;.;o Bob Brown,
leader of the Greens,
was saying it: had been
"scion tifically proven"
that 1.5 million mega-
litre!", were needed to
solve- the problems of

6 i VGi the Murray-Darling
j Basin. Since then at

: 1 Cil y . least 1 million mega-
litres have been
bought back.

During the drought the river did not
run dry and the world's largest environ-
mental Mowrelease of 513,000 illegalities
was made it ito the Uarmali-Miilewa



Our water our future
Here's more food for thought
THEY'RE the numbers that not even the
most hysterical Greenie could refute.

Vast amounts of locally produced wine,
citrus, rice, chicken, vegetables and much
more - this is what's at stake for the MIA
and the nation if the Murray-Darling Basin
Authority (MDBA) pushes ahead with its
great water grab.

The issue of food security - only a bit-
player in the debate so far - has burst into
the spotlight, with local farmers and irri-
gator groups warning there will be dire
consequences for all Australian consumers
if the Basin Plan is adopted.

They say spiralling food costs and biose-
curity risks are just the tip of the iceberg if
much of the nation's food bowl is rendered
unworkable by water cuts.

"It won't just rip the guts out of local
industries, it will force us to import more
food from all over the world," High

Our region produces:
' Wine: 25 per cent of

Australia's wine
". Wine grapes: 20 per cent

of Australia's wine grapes
i Citrus: 33 per cent of

Australia's citrus fruit
- Juice: 66 per cent of

Australia's orange juice
; Rice: 99 per cent of

Australia's rice

Livestock: Region has
130,000 cattle, 505,000
sheep and 38,000 pigs

" Chicken: Baiada kills
approximately 25 million
birds each year
Vegetables: Region
produces vast amounts
of carrots, onions,
gherkins, lettuce, potatos,
broccoli, capsicums,

pumpkins, prunes,
rockmelons and
watermelons
Cherries and nuts: An
emerging industry. Current
annual turnover is $35
million (walnuts) and $4
million (cherries)
Grain and cotton: Worth
about $100 million to the
region annually

Security Irrigators - Murrumbidgee chief
executive officer Brian Halse said.

"Price rises for food will occur, there's
nothing surer.

"And of course there will be quality
issues. Australia is a highly regulated mar-
ket and we have strict protocols that aren't
necessarilv in place in other countries."

NSW Farmers' Association local branch
president Peter Flanagan said the MIA's
geographical advantage in food production
meant it should be the last place earmarked
for water cuts.

"We are in a great position really and we
have the most secure water access of any
area in Australia," Mr Flanagan said.

"We've got two major storage dams in
Blowering and Burrinjuck nearby and our
soil type is perfect for growing crops.

"It's insane to even contemplate taking
water from this area - it makes no sense.

"Australia's got a growing population
and we need more food production, not
less."

A huge rally in Griffith last week has
sparked a parliamentary inquiry into the
impact on communities of water cuts, while
the MDBA announced at the weekend it had
commissioned its own socio-economic study




