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Dear Sir/Madame,
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a fifth qm@mtim Moree resident I am deeply concerned by the proposal put
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The current proposal has not considered the economic or social implications on
communities such as Moree. Is has failed to consider any of the impacts water
cuts would have on medical and educational resourcing, on business or on the
lives of the residents. There are two million people who live in the Murray
Darling Basin and we deserve to be considered.

This valley has already lost water through buy backs. The removal of these
licences has seen properties become rundown, businesses retrench staff or
close. For every licence sold there will be at least one direct job lost. Each on
farm job lost will impact on jobs across the community. Moree is a service centre
where business has developed to support the needs of the intensive irrigation
industry. These are not just businesses which can pack up and move somewhere
else, many are irrigation specific. The people who work in each of these
businesses provide employment for two to three additional people. Each of these
people is a part of our society.

Our community is actively looking to diversify our economic base, but even if we
are able to successfully initiate new business it is unlikely to replace the 232 jobs
lost or bring back the 649 people to our community.

Is the supposed science in the Murray Darling Basin Proposal actually
Em:f@g:»eﬁdemt or accurate? Did it consider that droughts are a part of our
environment? Did it recognise that the Darling River has stopped flowing plenty
of times in the past and that it will probably stop flowing again in the future?
When you have taken the water back, devastated our communities and the
Darling River stops flowing next time - who are you going to hold accountable

then? Why should the people in the Vihﬂ”&’ﬁy Darling Basin carry the
environmental burden to satisfy the needs of the green vote?

Rural Australia is accustomed to dealing with climatic variability. During drought
business is able to sustain employment because they know that weather is cyclic
and that the drought will break and that azéwi:sy will %ﬁ@ms’r@ buoyant again.
Rural communities however are not resilient to misguided political intervention,
which is essentially what the Murray Darling Basin Plan is.

If you truly want to save the Murray Darling Basin then you
The Water Act in its current form is floored and should Ew - e«,m;ciwd h@ e
needs to be a rational, independent assessment which is not min, cally
motivated. Any other &pg"mac%’i shows a total disregard for the two million people
of the Murray Darling Basin

Kind ragards

Louise Gall

Principle of Ace Regional Marketing





