
 
 

The Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia 

 

Mid-life Upgrade of Existing 

Chancery Building for the 

Australian High 

Commission, Wellington, 

New Zealand 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 2004 
Canberra 



 

 

© Commonwealth of Australia 2004 

ISBN [Click here and type ISBN Number]  

 



 

 

 

Contents 

 

Membership of the Committee.................................................................................................................. v 

List of Abbreviations................................................................................................................................. vi 

Extract from the Votes and Proceedings of the House of Representatives ..........................................vii 

List of Recommendations .......................................................................................................................viii 

REPORT 

1 Introduction ............................................................................................................. 1 

Referral of Work..............................................................................................................................1 

Background.....................................................................................................................................2 

Australian Diplomatic Presence in New Zealand ............................................................................2 

The Site .............................................................................................................................................2 

Inquiry Process...............................................................................................................................3 

Public Hearing...................................................................................................................................3 

2 The Proposed Works.............................................................................................. 5 

Need..................................................................................................................................................5 

Scope................................................................................................................................................6 

Purpose and Suitability .................................................................................................................7 

Cost...................................................................................................................................................7 

Present and Prospective Public Value ........................................................................................8 

3 Issues and Conclusions ........................................................................................ 9 

Provision for People with Disabilities .........................................................................................9 

Removal of Hazardous Materials ...............................................................................................10 

Other Options and Reasons for Preferred Option...................................................................10 



iv  

 

 

Security Provisions ......................................................................................................................11 

Base Building Costs.....................................................................................................................11 

Space..............................................................................................................................................12 

Usage of the First Floor ..................................................................................................................12 

Seismic Building Codes ..............................................................................................................13 

Energy Efficiency..........................................................................................................................13 

APPENDICES 

Appendix A – List of Submissions and Exhibits ..................................................... 15 

Submissions..................................................................................................................................15 

Appendix B – List of Witnesses ................................................................................. 17 

Appendix C – Submission No. 1 from the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade.............................................................................................................................. 19 

Appendix D – Official Transcript of Evidence .......................................................... 55 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Membership of the Committee 

 

 

 

Chair Hon Judi Moylan MP  

Deputy Chair Mr Brendan O’Connor  

Members Mr Harry Jenkins MP Senator Richard Colbeck 

 Mr Peter Lindsay MP Senator Alan Ferguson 

 Mr Jim Lloyd MP Senator Michael Forshaw 

 Mr Bernie Ripoll MP  

 

 

 

Committee Secretariat 

 

Secretary Ms Margaret Swieringa 

Inquiry Secretaries Ms Sara Edson  

 Ms Vivienne Courto 

Administrative Officers Mrs Tiana Di Iulio 

 Mrs Donna Quintus-Bosz 

 

 



 

 

 

List of Abbreviations 

 

AGO Australian Greenhouse Office 

CBD Central Business District 

DFAT Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

Defence Department of Defence 

DSB Diplomatic Security Branch 

GST Goods and Services Tax 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Extract from the Votes and 
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No. 168 dated Tuesday, 12 May 2004 

PUBLIC WORKS—PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE—
REFERENCE OF WORK—MID-LIFE UPGRADE OF EXISTING CHANCERY 
BUILDING FOR THE AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSION, WELLINGTON, 
NEW ZEALAND 

Mr Slipper (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Finance and 
Administration), pursuant to notice, moved—That, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Public Works Committee Act 1969, the following proposed 
work be referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works for consideration and report: Mid-life upgrade of existing Chancery 
building for the Australian High Commission, Wellington, New Zealand. 

Question—put and passed. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

List of Recommendations 

 

3 Issues and Conclusions 

Recommendation 1 

The Committee recommends that the proposed mid-life upgrade of 
existing Chancery at the Australian High Commission, Wellington, New 
Zealand, proceed at the estimated cost of $9.309 million. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


