
Critical Care Nursing Agency

23 August2002

Mr RichardSelth
Secretary
JointStandCommitteeonMigration
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearSir,

RE: SUBMISSION FOR AUSTRALIA’S MIGRATION AND TEMPORARY
ENTRY PROGRAM FOR SKILLED LABOUR

EMPLOYER NOMINATION CATEGORY

I writewith regardto theReviewthat theJoint StandingCommitteeon Migration is
conductingwith regardto themigrationandtemporaryentryprogramfor skilled
labour.

By wayofintroductionweareanemploymentagency(“Health EmploymentPIL “)

specializingin medicalrecruitmentof critical carenursesandlocum doctors. Our
agencyplacescontractnursesin all majorhospitalsaroundAustraliaaswell as
placementandlongtermassignmentofdoctorsin majorhospitals. You will be aware
thereis acritical shortageofbothwith theagencyonly ableto fill approx30%of
demand.

Thedirectorsofthecompanyareadoctorandregisterednurse. We havemanyyears
experienceandhavehandsondaily contactwithin themarket.

Thecompanyis apre-qualifiedbusinesssponsor.Wehaveoverthepast12 months
experiencedmajorproblemsin NSWwith regardto placingsponsorednursesunder
temporarybusinessvisaclass457. I list belowoursubmissionrepresentingsomeof
theseproblemsfor yourconsideration:

1. We areatpresentendeavouringto recruit skilled critical carenursesfrom the
UK, US,NZ andSouthAfrica undertheTempBusinessClassVisa. We have
beengranteda sponsorshipprogramunderDIMA overthenext4 years. We
havehad somelimited successin obtainingsomerecruitments,howeverwe
areonly ableto placethesesponsorednursesin privatehospitals.

2. Most ofthedifficulties wefacearebeingexperiencedin NSW. We areat
presentunableto placeoursponsoredoverseasnursesin publichospitalsin
NSW (unlessin anemergencysituations)dueto Departmentof Health
regulations. If wearetruly experiencingmajorshortageswith nurseswithin
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theNSWPublicHospitalsystem,this directiveis both frustratingandpuzzling
aswe do not haveanyproblemswith otherstates.

3. Sponsorednurseson relatively small incomesarerequiredto pay largeschool
feeswhenplacingtheirchildrenin public schoolsinNSW. This againdoes
notoccurin otherstates.

4. Theyarealsorequiredto payfor theirownhealthcareassomearenot covered
or limited underthepublic system.

We havefoundthatthe issuesraisedabovearemajorbarriersfor attractingnursesto
oursponsoredprogram. Wefeel theseareasneedto beaddressedurgentlyif weare
to makeanyprogressin this area.

We would behappyto discusstheseissuesfurthershouldtheopportunityarise

Yours faithfully,
HEALTH EMPLOYMENT PTY LTD

DR DAVID SCOTT
Director

ANNA SCOTT
Director
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