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DearAndrew

Thankyou for yourletterof 15 March2005 concerningtheproposedamendmentsto the
Singapore-AustraliaFreeTradeAgreement(SAFTA). I notetheamendmentsrelateto the
recognitionoflaw degrees,rulesoforigin, foodstandards,horticulturalgoodsand
governmentprocurement.

TheQueenslandGovernmentsupportsthe importanceoftheSAFTA reviews. The
developmentofa closereconomicpartnershipwith Singaporehasmanybenefitsfor
Queenslandbusinessesandexporters.

Undertheproposedamendments,Singaporewill recognisetwo additionalAustralian
BachelorofLawsprograms.However,theUniversityofQueenslandremainstheonly
BachelorofLawsprogramin Queenslandthatcanbenefitfrom theSAFTA. Queensland
universitiesthat offer BachelorofLawsprogramsincludetheQueenslandUniversityof
Technology,JamesCook University,Griffith UniversityandBond University. The
QueenslandGovernmentwouldexpecteffortsbe madeto ensurethatall Queensland
BachelorofLawsprogramsbenefitfrom the SAFTA andproposessuchrequestsfor
recognitionbe tabledin future reviews. Furthermore,it would seemthatmuchfocusis
beingplacedon metropolitanuniversities,andtheQueenslandGovernmentconsidersthat
regionaluniversitiesshouldreceivesimilarconsideration.

TheQueenslandGovernmentsupportstheproposedamendmentsto rules oforigin.
Queenslandimporterswould benefitfrom areductionin paperworkassociatedwith the
removalof therequirementfor Declarationsof Origin on first shipments.TheQueensland
Governmentconsidersthatthecontinuingrequirementfor subsequentshipmentsto have
DeclarationsofOrigin will maintaintheintegrity oftherulesof origin.
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TheQueenslandGovernmentalsosupportstheproposedsectoralannexon foodstandards.
Processesthatensureequivalentfoodstandardsandinspectionsystemsin Singaporeand
Australiawill positively influencetradein this sectorbetweenthetwo countries.However,
it is importantto affirm that foodmanufacturedin othercountriesandincorporatedinto
Singaporeanexportedproductsis subjectto thesamelevel of inspectionasthoseproducts
manufacturedwholly in Singapore.

TheSectoralAnnexon HorticulturalProductsappearsto havespecifiedadequatedefinitions,
proceduresandconditionsforthe importationinto Australiaofcertainhorticulturalgoods. It
is critical to ensurethatarrangementsundertheSAFTA will maintainAustralia’shigh
standardsofquarantineprotectionon horticulturalproductsin orderto providecontinued
protectionfor Australia’shorticulturalindustries.Thedifficulties in eradicatingcitrus
cankerandfire antsin this Statedemonstratetheneedto maintainstrongquarantinesystems
andthescopeofproblemsthatmayarisewhenstandardsarebreached.

As theSAFTA appliesto governmentprocurementundertakenby theFederalGovernment,
theamendmentrelatingto governmentprocurementdoesnotpresentanyissuesfor the
QueenslandGovernment

I thankyou forthe opportunityto commentontheproposedamendmentsto theSAFTA.

Yours sincerely

PETER BEATTIE MP
PREMIER AND MINISTER FOR TRADE
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