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CHIEF MINISTER

ATTORNEY GENERAL MINISTERFORTHEENVIRONMENT
MINISTERFORARTS, HERITAGE& INDIGENOUSAFFAIRS

MEMBER EORGINNINDERRA

Dr AndrewSouthcottMP
Chair
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr Southcott

Thankyou for yourletterof 15 March2005 inviting ACT Governmentcommenton atreaty
currentlyunderreviewby theJointStandingCommitteeon Treaties.

Your letterinvited commenton thefollowing treatytabledin Parliamenton 15 March2005:

Singapore— AustraliaFree TradeAgreementAmendments

TheACT Governmentwill notbemaking anycommentsto theCommitteein relationto this
matteratthis time.

I would like to takethisopportunityhowever,to affirm theACT Government’sbeliefin the
valueandimportanceofthe Singapore- AustraliaFreeTradeAgreement.Togetherwith other
StatesandtheNorthernTerritory, theACT Governmentis currentlyworkingwith the
DepartmentofForeignAffairs andTradeto finalise othermattersarisingfrom thereviewofthis
treaty,specificallyStateandTerritoryreservationson theapplicationoftheTradein Services
andInvestmentChapters.

Thankyou for theopportunityto commenton thetreatyunderinquiry.

Yourssincerely

JonStanhopeMLA
ChiefMinister
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