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5th Setember,2002 [SubmissionNo: ~
The Hon JulieBishop,
ChairJoint StandingCommitteeon Treaties,
Cl- ParliamentHouse,
Canberra2600

DearMs Bishop,
The Timor Gap Treaty

Australia,including numerousindividual citizensandorganisations,hasprovided
generousassistanceto EastTimor sincethisnewnationcourageouslyvotedin favourof
independencefrom Indonesia.As a consequenceofthisvote,muchofits infrastructure
hasbeendestroyedandits citizensbrutalised.It will be manyyearsbeforethenewly-
electedgovernmentattainseconomicviability andthepeopleevenamodestlevel of
prosperity,so its limited naturalassetsareofimmensevalueto it.

It alarmsmeto nowlearnthattheAustraliangovernmentis actingobstructivelyoverthe
newTimor GapTreaty,seeminglyto retainthelion’s shareoftheoil andgasresourcesin
theTimor Sea.AlreadytheEastTimoresegovernmentis viewingAustralia’sactionsas
unfriendlyandthelongerweprevaricatethemorenegativetheirperceptionswill be.

As I understandit, althoughEastTimor is entitledto 90%oftheoil andgasrevenues
from thearea,thecurrentmaritimeboundariessignificantly favourAustraliaespecially
with respectto theextensive‘GreaterSunrise’gasfield EastTimor hasarguedfor an
equidistantmaritimeboundarywhileAustraliaseeksentitlementto theedgeofthe
continentalshelfat theTimor Trough.TheInternationalCourtofJustice(ICJ) favours
theequidistantmethodofdelineationofsuchmaritimeboundariesandthishasbeen
standardinternationalpracticefor thepasttwentyyears.

This mattercouldbeindependentlyadjudicatedthroughtheICJ andtheInternational
Tribunal on theLaw oftheSea,butratherthanseekanobjectiveresolution,Australia,
like anaughtyschoolboyhasnowwithdrawnfrom thedisputesettlementprocedures,
effectivelyputtingastopto furthernegotiations.RatificationoftheTreatyby EastTimor
would severelyrestricttheirability to delimit newmaritimeboundariesin thefuture
despitea ‘without prejudice’clause.

Canourgovernmentbesoselfishthatit ispreparedto largelydeprivethis emerging
nationofoneofits few opportunitiesto secureeconomicself-reliance?Is it not in
Australia’sbestinterests,afterall thathasbeenachieved,to ensurethatEastTimor is
placedin a positionto safeguardits futureandprovidefor its citizens?

ThereforeI amappealingto youto ensurethatratificationoftheTimor SeaTreatyis
accompaniedby public commitmentsto acknowledgetheTreaty’sarrangementsto be
provisionalonly; that it doesnot inhibit theextentofEastTimor’s maritimeclaims;it
recognisesalegal obligationto engagewith EastTimor ‘in goodfaith’ to permanently
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thesettlemaritimeboundarieswithin areasonabletime framenot exceeding5 years;it
ensuresthatpriority isgivento trainingandemploymentopportunitiesaswell asto East
Timoreseinterestsparticularlyin capacitybuildingmeasuresandfinally to reinstate
Australia’sadherenceto the disputesettlementmechanismsoftheICJandUnited
NationsConventionon theLaw oftheSea.Withouttheseassurances,Australiawill lose
furthercredibility in theeyesoftheEastTimorese,theinternationalcommunityanda
significantproportionofits own citizens.

Thankingyou in anticipation,

Yourssincerely,

CynthiaO’KeefeBSc,MA, DipEd,MASM


