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Dear Secreta ¢ rhe Joint Standing Commirtee on Treaties,

T write this submission for the Timor Sea Inquiry, to add to the
calls for the "May 20th Agreement’' to be renegotiated with full
application of international law, as mediated by the World Court,
 to.achieve a fair deal for the East Timorese people. -

T write as an sndividunal, alithough I have for some years heen
involved with E Timor solidarity work.

I hope that members of the Committggwéll be familiar with E
Timor's mearly two and a half decades of illegal and bleoody occcu=
pation by the Tndonesian military, which Australian governments
supported and sought to profit from by way of the Timor Gap (0il)

Treaty of 1989,

In 1999 active public opinion forced Australian government &
action that ended the nurderous TNI rampage that was the planned
aftermath of the B Timorese Wote for independence. The E Timorese
now have their country, still ravaged, and gualifying as the
poorest in Asia. Their struggle has been nothing if not heroic.

Looking at the evidence, it ig hard to escape the conclusion that
the present government has removed this country from World Court
jurisdiction om seabed boundaries with express purpose of depriv-
ing E Timor of about 60% of its just sil and gas entitlements
under international law,.

Tnternational law would give E Timor lateral seabed poundaries
extending south from its eastn and western extremities, -and a
southern bhoundary that is the midline between E Timore's and
this country's shores.

The present arrangements, the May 20th Agreement, deprives E
Timor of nearly all of the rich Greater Sunrise field, giving

% Timor only most of the small part of it that extends into the
"Joit Petroleum Degelopment Area' (JPDA... what used to be 'Zone
A' under the Timor Gap Agreement).

Seme may believe it is 0K to ignore the rules of the internation-—
al justice system (that Australia has been active in developing)
and to ride roughshod over small and poor countries, 1, and many
others, do not. And it ig also not in Australia's interest LO
keep E Timor as a poor country, unstable, mé@icant, ripe for
possible reinvasion by the Indonesian military. East Timor
deserves much better. And the many hundreds of thousands who
support E Timor here expect it. I, and many others, dane ot bt nn
demand renegotiation to give ¥ Timor a fair deal.

{ supply attaghments to support this sabmission.

Thank ywou for your consideration of this submission.gg'l
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* Legal fight looms over
East Timor gas billions

: et
coonthd no forger gt ta inter
national fegal rulings oo mari-
sime boundaries - alier leading
tavyers advised Bast Timor that

Canborra was poised 1o rob it of

tens of biflions of dellars in ofl
and gas revenue.

A challenge to the seabed
baundaries in the Timor Sea
could raise new doubts abour
billinns of dotars of gas-based de-
velopment planned for Dacwin.
But from East Timor's point ol
view, it could offer a chance 1o
escape economic dependence.

The Attorney-General, Dary
Williams, and the Foreign Minis-
ter Alexander Downer, said Aast
mlia would henceforth exclude
maritirne boundaries from com-
pulsory dispute setitenents in the
huertarional Court of Justice ~
the “World Court” sitting at The
Hague - and the Internaional Tri-
hunal for the Law of the Sea.

The statoment came after a
weekend seminar in Dili heard
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expert legal advice that East
Timor should own most of the
higgest natural pas fields so far
diseovered in the sea, including
the huge Greater Sunrise resoures
being developed by Woodside,
Shell, Phillips and Osaka Gas,
The foremer head ol the United
Staies oil company Uneocal, John
Imie, also disputed the widely ac-
cepted view that the deep Timor
Trench, north of these fields,
blacked a pipeline o East Timor,
This view htas been the basis of
plans to land the gas near
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Potentiat new seabed
claim by East Timer .

Darwin, giving Australis billions
of doliars in industrial spin-offs.

East Timor may be olfercd the
funds (o mount a case at the
Werld Court by a US oil company,
PetroTunor, which has a separate
dispute with Canberra over off-
share oil concessions.

The prospect has rung alormm
bells in the Federal and Northern
Territory governments, althaugh
the offices of Mr Williams and Mr
Downer denied yesterday's de-
cision was linked to the Timor
Sen fssue, and said i had been

Cvigw B that any matiie bound-

&

considared "for quit
CThey saidy AL

ary dispute is best settied by nege-
tation rather than Htigation™,

Hut it i mot clear Canberra has
svaded a World Court case. Alaw-
yer advising Petrofimar, Ren
MNathans of the Sydney law frm
Beacons, sand the announcement
didd mot mean Australiaz was it
mediately nur of the court's ambit,
“sustralia is not out of it today,
Austrata cannct just walk away”

Mr Nathans said akhough the
draft treaiy with Austraiia,

. agreed upon last July, set aside

any boundary disputes, it could
be seen as acquiescence inelaims
by parties affected by a future
attempt to aiter the boundaries.
A leading ofl and gas engineer,
Geoffrey McKee, said thatover the
economic life of Gredter Sunrise ~

T20089 m 2050 - such changed

boundaries would give Bast Timor
up to $US36 billion {568 billion)
migre in government revenue than
the SUSS billion it can now expect.
Australia’s share would shrink
fram $US2E billion to nathing,




OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Min No. 02/218196

Stephen Langford -5 JUN 2007
Secretary

Australia East Timor Association (NSW)

25 Comber Street

Dear Mr Langford

1 refer to your letter to the Prime Minister dated 16 April 2002 concerning the recent
declarations that Australia made under the Statute of the International Court of Justice and
under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Your letter has been referred to

me for a response.

Australia has not, as you have suggested, withdrawn from the International Court of Justice.
Rather, it has made a new declaration of acceptance of the jurisdiction of the Court that
excludes certain forms of dispute from Australia’s acceptance of the jurisdiction of the Court,
including those disputes concerning maritime boundaries. At the same time, Australia made a
declaration accepting the International Court of Justice and the International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea as forums for the settiement of disputes that might arise under the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. That latter declaration aiso excludes disputes
concerning Australia’s maritime boundaries.

Australia has maritime boundaries with a number of countries, one of which is East Timor. In
. the Government’s view, those boundaries arg best settled by negotiation and not by reference
Cto-aninternational court or tribunal.

Yours sincerely

Simone Burford
Chief of St_az"‘f

Parhiament House, Canberra ACT 2600 » Telephone (02) 6277 7300 = Fax (02) 6273 4102
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Independence comes at a high price

Pk 300G vewss of cobondalism 2002
A narks an oustanding victery far self
determsinarion in Fast Tiowor But i the
wethds rewest natan, the stougale foc
Jdenee s Just Beginning,
since the extactysmie end o Indonesian
East Timaor's econemy

oot insden

AUCLINDR B Y,
hast ARRY n*[mm un liomuom f.onurmnmta,

) rough
ol arnd s revertes from the Thnor Sea
coe galine tr sisTiin Government expen.
ditipre. In the meantioe, termational
Jonors are being asked by the East Timor
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Australid. Australia ts acting o ensure that
these revenue Hows COPEEILLE. b mLiy be
Cast Timor's feunth-targest donor, hot it
warts to give miilions wirth cac haad and
take an estimated 33 Billion in feture off
and gas reventie with the other,

At a corderenee it she capital, Dili in
fate March, PetroTimor {a 1S il company

Aving fora stake in the arca) produced

expert begal adeive saving that thie rozary
compecmised East Timers position wier
LUITenRt mEraatingal biw on maritime
houndaries, that would have given East
Timur admest all of the reserves in the
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Covernment Lo save the county from
going into debe by bridging its expec_ttd
‘gap’ {a third of its budget} with 391 million
in grams,
: Desmtﬁ the ﬁmdcst of the request, for-
eign donors (ine Il:dl’}], the LIS, Australi,
and fapan} want the World Bank - not the
East Timaor Government - o adminster the
wrarits. East Timor's Finance Minéser,
Fernamdas Borges, resigned in Apod. The
main fear held by commentators mside the
couriy now is that the grants will be made
contingeat upon East Timor giving up o1l
and gas reserves in the Timor Sea: an
implicit par of World Bank negotiations,
While the Timor Ses reserves are tn a
seabed claimed by both Australia and Fast
Tinog a weaty negofiated betwevn Australia
and the UN Transitional Adminntration in
East Timor entitles East Timar 1o 90 per
cent and Australia to 10 per cent of the ol
and gas revenues i a Joint Petrolenm
Developraent Area” within the disputed ter-
sitory. This sounds favourable for East
Timor Yet the area covernd by th ! reary
holds fess than half the petroleam reserves
in the disputed area. Most of the reserves,
and most of the revenue from then, flow 1o

Tunor Sea. Petrolimor offered 1o fund Fast
Timar's case against Austalia i the
International Court of fustice, in return For
a cut &f the revenues. The International
Cournt of Justice can determsine 3 case only
when bothy countrtes in dispute accept its
jurisdiction The Monday following
PerroTimerss reveladons, the Australian
Coovernment announaed that it bad with-
drawn from the cou rt'< jurisdiction on
maritime oundaries caiming that disputes
were better setifed through ‘negotiation’
neanwhile, TN advisers presendy in East
Timor are suppornting the costinuation of
e treaty, and Austriadia’s economic posi-
tion undes it

Fast Timor's PMrime Ainister, Man Alkatin,
has described the move as an ‘unfriendly act’
But East Timor peeds money: even if it
cormes from shore-term grants and
inequitable reaties. The donaor grants will
help this emergiog nation avoid the debt
trap and be independent from the World
Bank in the long tern. Bt economic free-
dom comes at a high price. East Timor may
have w0 compromise some of its sovercignoy

and most of fes natueal weakth to get it
Quinton Ternby

New | nbeaahignal sb 6 /2000

Parkes helps East
Txmor EAy 1 “

ol the - Hd g Cur }\:ughbour —
Bast Timor Education Fund™ Last
yearbwent on aoworking party to East
Timor amd das p;m of a team that
i.:aii the joy und privil cpe of building
1.3 houses fone for mine orphans),
working in ofphanages, taking gifis
of clothes, tays and tools from the
Parkes community and generally
encouraging fand helping people
in any way e could. [ also was
involved in sating up a library in a
school.
ft was 4 wonderfil opportusity
thist was self-funded with the sup-
port of %Emnls churches and the
community of Parkes, Many busi-
nesses, churchesand elubs gave size-
able donations, We have maintained
contact and brought people Fom East
Timor to speak 6 various clubs and
churches in thc Piarkf:q Shire.

-an omimmu, Another work:rig party -

is going in Fune and énce more I will’
be a part of the team! Parkes Public
School and the Park 3$ Cofmumunity
will be gencrousty ai}ppomng the
evert therefore we are not able to give
to your appeal at this time, but want
vou to know that we are working
towards the samg cause atid wish you
all the best in yout Lndmﬁgﬂm
Rhmz@a Bruin
Plrkes PS




