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My subm ssion at this tine has to be brief, as | |eave
today for 3 weeks
in East Tinmor. | would appreciate the opportunity to

expand on sone

points in nmeetings. Meanwhile ny nobile phone will work
nost of the

time 0419 807175.

| would like you to note my/our subm ssion of 2/10/97 to
your c'tee

I nvestigating the Australia-Indonesia Maritinme Delimtation
Treaty,

public hearing in Darwin 8/ 10/97. Mich of this is still
rel evant today,

and can be seen as prophetic. But we al ways knew we were
noral |y

ri ght, perhaps events towards East Tinor gaining its

i ndependence noved

qui cker than then expected.

[ The chair of this c'tee hearing in Darwin told journalists
t hat noone

objected to signing that treaty. This was conpletely

fal se, as you can

see fromny witten and oral testinmony, for which | felt
c'tee nenbers

gave nme much support.]

W feel this has caught the Australian governnent out - it
was not

prepared to |l ose the najority of the revenues fromthe

Ti mor Sea, even

though international |law clearly places these resources

W t hi n any

mariti me boundary determ ned based on UNCLCS pri ncipl es.



In fact the Australian governnent, and Downer in
particul ar, have and do

seek to prevent East Tinor gaining Maritinme Boundaries

ot her than JPDA

ones, and certainly not in accordance with UNCLCS, as shown
by its

W t hdrawal on 19th March fromthe jurisdiction of the I1CJ]
in relation to

Maritime Boundaries for East Tinor, PNG and I ndonesi a.

| published an angry public statenent about this in April,
see bel ow,

expressing outrage but also attenpting to get the public to
under st and

the subterfuge being done as quietly as possible. | feel
this is still

relevant. Many of us feel that Australia under the present
gover nnment

I's picking and choosi ng which UN human rights or | egal

I nstrunents it

will follow depending on how it sees Australia's short term
I nterests

based on a cynical and selfish not a noral view  Perhaps
your c'tee

could help reverse this trend.

| published about 30 statenents/docunents in April this
year on this

matter, many trying to stop the emergent East Ti nor

adm ni stration from

signing a biassed treaty including annexe E which stated
that 80% of a

unitised Geater Sunrise gas field would belong to
Australi a.

This failed, and the Treaty was signed on 20th My, and
Downer coul d not

resi st sonme triunphalism

Way did the new East Tinor governnent sign such a stupid
docunent gi vi ng

away their resources? Does your c'tee want to find out?
WIIl it insist on all records of neetings and all financia
transactions

both on the record and of f bei ng sought out and nade
public? | doubt



It, though it is necessary to try to understand this
matter. O are we

to conclude that it was naked threats and pressure fromthe
Australian

government? There has to be sone such reason. East Tinor
now cl ai ns

100% of Greater Sunrise - which we al so support, so why
sign it away on

May 20th? It just doesn't nake sense.

W know that the Australian governnment is worried that a
Maritime

Boundari es agreenent with East Tinor based on UNCLOS
principles will be

seen as a precedent which Indonesia will use to claim
boundari es based

on 1982 and thereafter international |aw which sets
boundari es at

equi di stance where 2 countries are | ess than 400nm apart.

Australians for a Free East Tinor submts that the
Austral i an gover nment

shoul d recant and negotiate a new Treaty wi th East Ti nor,
so that it can

achieve its Maritinme Boundaries in accordance with UNCLCS.
Australia

shoul d then negoti ate arrangenents to best exploit the
resour ces based

on nutual interests and respect, including energy to East
Ti nmor .

Actually we believe that an unjust treaty will be an
ongoi ng source of

tension and instability, which is exactly what the oil
conpani es do not

want. We will continue to advocate for justice for the
East Ti norese.

see affet 1/4/2002:

"Australian Treachery agai nst East Tinor again, this tine
over Gl and

Gas Royalties”

Australians for a Free East Ti nor
Public Statement 1 April 2002 (sl.editted 12th April)

"Australia 25th March 2002 announced it would no | onger
submt to



I nternational |legal rulings on maritinme boundaries — after
| eadi ng

| awyers advi sed East Tinor that Canberra was poised to rob
it of tens of

billions of dollars in oil and gas revenue."

Havi ng just returned from East Tinor where | attended the
now f abl ed

Maritime Boundaries/O1 and Gas Semina, | was staggered to
read the

above report re withdrawal from UNCLOS by Ham sh McDonal d
in the

Sydney Morning Herald 26 March, and further, to fail to see
any ot her

reports.

This is blatant treachery against the energi ng nation of
East Ti nor.

But why should we be surprised? Australia has been
treacherous to
East Tinmor 5x in nmy lifetine:
1. 1942 wthdrawi ng commandos but not their assistants,
| eavi ng t he

def encel ess popul ation to | ose 60,000 people or
12% of their

popul ati on to Japanese mlitary barbarity
2. 1975 acqui escing and even encouragi ng the |Indonesi an
mlitary
i nvasi on of East Ti nor
3. 1978/ 79 giving de jure recognition to |Indonesia's
illegal mlitary

and bl oody occupation which killed around 300, 000

peopl e

or a nere 30% of the entire popul ation

4. 1989 signing the illegal Tinmor Gap Treaty with

| ndonesi a, designed to steal East Tinor's
oil and gas

resources and to restrict its future Maritine

Boundari es
5. 25 Mar 2002 withdrawal from UNCLCS in order once again
to steal

over $30b of oil and gas royalties

As against this, the Howard governnent touts its bel ated
support of



Interfet in Sept 1999, despite a year of w thhol ding
intelligence and

action re the TNl Mlitias, [and still continued

wi t hhol di ng of that

intelligence]. Even Interfet allowed 3 weeks of continued
abuses before

definitive action all over the country, based on the Howard
vi ew t hat

I ndonesia was still the country of legal authority, the
refusal to
engage positively with Falintil, and putting Interfet |ives

way beyond
t hose of the East Ti norese.

Many statenments over the |ast couple of years have set out
the Maritinme
boundari es and Pi peline issues, see sone attached.

The Seminar in Dili sponsored by an G| Conpany provided
expertise in

t hese i ssues which go way beyond the sponsors. |Its
accuracy was

I ndi cated by the subsequent w thdrawal by Australia from
UNCLCS.

W also were told that an oil pipeline to East Tinor is

f easi bl e and

woul d cost only 75% of that to Darwin. As the distance is
| ess than

half, | think the pipeline mght be smaller to carry the
same vol une and

thus allow extra savings. This is quite the opposite of
the information

publically provided by Phillips and various Oz governnents
as the basis

of negotiations. It also opens up 3 not 1 pipeline

opti ons:

1. one pipeline to Darw n; 2. one pipeline to East Tinor;
3. a large

pipeline to Darwin, and a small line to East Tinor maybe

for electricity
gener ati on.

Despite this | detected no desire to foil the Phillips Bayu
Undan
proposal as this is so well advanced. However the argunent
about



risking early royalties for East Tinor is |aughable when it
'S

consi dered that 100% of QG| royalties of $300m from

Coral l'i na/ Lam nari a

now all goes to Australia now when

al nost certainly it should all be going to East Tinor under
UNCLCS.

The danger now is that the draft agreenent Tinor Gap Treaty
of Aust,

East Tinmor and Phillips will jeopardise the future ability
of East Ti nor

toclaimits awful Maritinme Boundaries. W call for this
agreenent :

* to be published to enabl e i ndependent | egal experts to
anal yse it

now,

* for the new East Tinor assenbly NOT to sign it unti
this is done,

and it is fully understood that it does not jeopardi se
future Maritine

Boundary cl ai mrs.

Mari Al katiri and Jose Ranpbs Horta bear a heavy
responsibility to ensure

that the future independence of East Tinor is not

j eopar di sed by

t hrowi ng away future revenues of US$30b; to be well

i nformed t hensel ves,

and to informthe el ected nmenbers and the whol e popul ati on.
As Xanana

has recently said, denocracy is primarily about freedom of
expr essi on

and information - and actually the new Constitution is not
even cl ear

about this right.

To have internationally recognised | and and maritinme
boundaries is a

country's right and requirenent, and should not be

j eopardi sed by

unconsci enceabl e bullying by a I arge i medi at e nei ghbour
such as

Australia. Sure, try to settle by negotiations, but
acording to UNCLCS.

Rob Wesl ey-Smith



spokesperson affet
PO Box 2155 Darwi n NT 0801
rwesl ey@zenail . com au 0419 807175

see affet 10th April 2001 :
Affet - Australians for a Free East Ti nor

Press Rel ease 10th April 2001

"Australia trying to bully East Tinor -
any delays are Australia's fault"

Yesterday ETTA's Peter Gl braith reported on the situation
re Tinmor Gap negoti ati ons between East Tinor and Australi a.

In particular he said a new treaty needs to be negoti ated
bet ween
East Tinor and Australia before work can begin.

This sinple obvious truth led to bullying reactions from
t he

conservative Australian governnent and fromthe oi

I ndustry,

seeki ng to suggest that any del ays are due to

unr easonabl eness

by East Ti nor.

This has been a tactic fromthe start, with Australian

M nisters

such as M nchin and Downer suggesting East Tinor should be
grateful for any concessions Australia may nake. 1In fact
t hey

are trying to heist East Tinor's oil.

The sinple fact is, the previous Tinor Gap agreenent was
between the illegitinmate occupier Indonesia and Australi a,
NOT East Tinor and Australi a.

A new treaty has to be negoti ated between the two
nati ons today, based on current International Law

Thi s neans the boundary between the two nations nust be
equidistant. This is the stated ALP policy as | understand
it.



Yours sincerely,

Rob Wesl ey-Smith
af fet spokesperson
Darwin 15th July 2002



