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CIRCULAR COMMUNICATION TO COMMISSIONERS
AND CONTRACTING GOVERNMENTS

IWC.CCG.252

Amendments to the Schedule
International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling 1946

At the 54th Annual Meeting of IWC in Shimonoseki, Japan from 20-24 May 2002, no modifications were made
to the provision for zero catch limits for commercial whaling with effect from the 1986 coastal and 1985/86
pelagic whaling seasons, but the provisions regarding catch limits for aboriginal subsistence whaling were
modified.  The following amendments to the Schedule of the International Convention for the Regulation of
Whaling are therefore necessary (changes are in bold italics):

Paragraphs 11 and 12, and Tables 1, 2 and 3:

Substitute the dates 2002/2003 pelagic season, 2003 coastal season, 2003 season, or 2003 as
appropriate.

Paragraph 13.(b)(1):

Delete sub-paragraph (i), since no catch limits were set for bowhead whales from the Bering-
Chukchi-Beaufort Seas stock, and renumber existing sub-paragraphs (ii) and (iii) as (i) and (ii)
respectively.

Paragraph 13.(b)(2)(i):

Substitute the dates 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002 by 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007.

Paragraph 13.(b)(3)(ii) and (iii) and footnote 2 in Table 1:

Substitute the dates 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002 by 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007.

Paragraph 13.(b)(4):

Replace the existing paragraph with the following text:  For the seasons 2003-2007 the number
of humpback whales to be taken by the Bequians of St. Vincent and The Grenadines shall not
exceed 20.  The meat and products of such whales are to be used exclusively for local
consumption in St. Vincent and The Grenadines.  Such whaling must be conducted under
formal legislation that accords with the submission of the Government of St. Vincent and The
Grenadines (IWC/54/AS 8 rev2).  The quota for the seasons 2006 and 2007 shall only become
operative after the Commission has received advice from the Scientific Committee that the
take of 4 humpback whales for each season is unlikely to endanger the stock.

(Note: Document IWC/54/AS 8 rev 2 incorporates the correction to page 3 in IWC/54/AS 8 rev.)
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Please also note that the following editorial footnote has been added to paragraph 7.(b) concerning the
Indian Ocean Sanctuary:

At its 54th Annual Meeting in 2002, the Commission agreed to continue this prohibition but
did not discuss whether or not it should set a time when it should be reviewed again.

At its next Annual Meeting, the Commission may wish to consider whether or not a time should be set
when the prohibition should be reviewed.

As there are quite a few amendments this year, they are also illustrated in the attached amended Schedule.
In accordance with Article V of the Convention, these amendments become effective with respect to each
Contracting Government ninety days following the date of this letter, unless any Contracting Government
lodges an objection, in which case the procedure under Article V, paragraph 3 of the Convention will be
followed.

The ninety days period will expire on 10 September 2002.  In the absence of objections by that date, the
amendments will become effective.  Contracting Governments will be notified accordingly.

Contracting Governments are reminded that Article V, paragraph 3 of the Convention requires them to
acknowledge receipt of this notification of amendments.  In order to encourage compliance with this
requirement, a form of acknowledgement is attached.  Please complete this and return it to the Secretariat
by post, fax or email as is most convenient.

Dr. Nicky Grandy
Secretary to the Commission

cc: Non-member Government Observers (for information).



INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE
REGULATION OF WHALING, 1946

AMENDMENTS TO THE SCHEDULE

I acknowledge receipt of notification of the amendments to the Schedule to the
International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling, 1946 adopted at the 54th
Annual Meeting of the International Whaling Commission, as set out in the Circular
Communication dated 12 June 2002  (refs: NJG/JAC/29251; IWC.CCG.252).

Signed (or name and position if e-mailed)  …………………………………………

    …………………………………………

Contracting Government ……………………………………………………………..


