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During Defence’sattendanceatthe Sub-Committee’sInquiry into Australia’s
Relationshipwith MalaysiaPublic Hearingon 9 October2006,SenatorPayneasked
Deputy SecretaryStrategy,Mr Mike Pezzullo,onNotice,whatspecificDefence
initiatives wereprovidedto assistAustralianindustriestrying to flulfil contractsin
navalshipbuilding.

Defencehasalsoreceivedarequestfrom yourSub-Committee’sSecretarythat it
provideaBriefing Noteon theUnitedKingdom’scontributionto theFive Power
DefenceArrangementsto theSub-Committee.

Defenceispleasedto providethe Sub-Committeewith theresponseto SenatorPayne’s
Questionon Notice,togetherwith aBriefing Note thatoutlinesthe UnitedKingdom’s
Contributionto theArrangements.I enclosea copyofboth documentsfor the
Sub-Committee’sconsideration.

I trustthis informationwill beofassistanceto you.

BRENDAN NELSON
End

sincerely

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Tel: (02) 6277 7800 Fax: (02) 6273 4118



PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY INTO AUSTRALIA’S RELATIONSHIPWITH

MALAYSIA

QUESTIONTAKEN ON NOTICE

QUESTION1

AustralianDefenceIndustryParticipationin MalaysianMultirole SupportShips
Acquisition

SenatorPayne

Hansardreference:p35,FADT 09 October2006

— Canyou giveus someidea— onnotice— ofthespecific initiatives that the
defenceindustriespartofthedepartmentdoesto assistAustraliancompaniesthatare
trying to flulfil thecontractsonthis?

RESPONSE

— Defenceindustrypolicy includesencouragementandsupportofAustralian
defenceindustryinitiativesto supplydefencematerielto approvedoverseas
purchasers.Programsin placeto supporttheseinitiatives includethe international
promotionalactivitiesoftheDefenceMaterielAdvocate,specificexport
facilitationactivitiesconductedby theDefenceMaterielOrganisationunderthe
TeamAustraliabanneranddefencematerielcooperationunderinternational
bilateralagreements.Activities includethepromotionofAustraliandefence
industrycapabilitiesatselectedinternationaldefenceexhibitions,facilitatedtrade
missionsto engagetheseniordecisionmakersofpotential international
customers,andtheuseofDefenceassets,bothathomeandabroad,to
demonstratetheeffectivenessofAustraliandefenceproducts.

— Specific initiativesdirectedatAustraliandefenceindustryparticipationin the
MalaysianMultirole SupportShipsacquisitionincludearangeofMinisterial
correspondenceto MalaysiancounterpartssupportingAustraliancompany
solicitationsandon-goingconsideration,at therequestofMalaysia,ofa
(3ovemment-to-ClovermnentarrangementcoveringtheMalaysianacquisition.
Purchaseoftheshipsfrom anAustraliansupplierwould beon acommercialbasis
but aOovernment-to-Oovernznentarrangementwhich couldcoversuchmattersas
researchanddevelopmentcooperation,joint traininganddoctrinedevelopment,
andtechnologytransfercouldpotentiallybeundertakenundertheexisting
MalaysiaAustraliaJointDefenceProgram.



BRIEFINGNOTEON UNITED KINGDOMCONTRIBUTIONTO TILE FIVE
POWERDEFENCEARANGEMENTS

In recentyearstheFivePowerDefenceArrangements(FPDA)1Membernationshave
adaptedtheFPDA’S focustowardsjoint operationsandtowardsaddressingtheincrease
in asymmetricthreatsin theregion. To retainits relevancein thechangingregional
securityenvironmenttheFPDAhasexpandedon theoriginal air defencerole focusto
encompassjoint operations.

TheUnitedKingdom,asoneofthefive membernationsoftheFPDA, is hilly
committedto its continuinginvolvementin theArrangementsandvalueshighly the
opportunityto undertakeconstructive,meaningfiulengagementin theregion.

ThePPDA is managedthroughHeadquartersIntegratedAreaDefenceSystem
(HQIADS). HQIADS playsapivotal roleasexerciseco-ordinatorandin maintaining
StandardOperatingProceduresfor thefive membernations. With theevolutionofthe
Headquartersinto anIntegratedAreaDefenceSystem,theUnitedKingdomdoesnot
envisageHQIADS developingarole asanoperationalheadquartersin waiting.

TheUnitedKingdom contributesfive personnelto themultinationalstaffed
Headquarters,which is locatedatRMAF Butterworth,including aWing Commander
(usuallyafightercontroller)whoholdsoneofthethreekeypositionsin the
Headquarters.TheotherfourUnitedKingdom staffholdkey planningandtechnical
positionswithin theHeadquarters,whichenableFPDAfightercontroland
communicationssystemsto remainoperational.

Doctrinefrom theUnitedKingdomis alsousedwithin theFPDA framework,asis the
provisionofconsiderabletechnicalanddevelopmentsupportfrom theUnitedKingdom.

The UnitedKingdomappreciatesthehardwork carriedoutby themultinational
HeadquartersStaffandacknowledgestheimportanceofeachmembernation’s
contributionto theHeadquarters.

While theUnitedKingdomwishesto exploreHumanitarianAssistanceandDisaster
Reliefcooperationwithin theFPDA, it believesthe focusofthescarceresources
availableto FPDA shouldremainon securityissues.

FPDA exercisesprovidethefive membernationswith valuable,realisticand
professionaltraining in warfighting; training which is difficult for ourmilitary forcesto
obtain elsewhereandtheUnitedKingdom remainscommittedto significant
deploymentsto FPDAexercises.Thevaluableexperiencegainedthroughsimultaneous
surfaceandair combatprovidesrealbenefitsall FPDAmembernationsandremainsan
importantcomponentof currentandfutureFPDAengagement.

OnwideningFPDAengagement,theUnitedKingdomwelcomesprogressmadesofar
on theinclusionof“non-conventional”[terrorism,piracy andcounter-pro4feranon
operations]scenariosinto FPDAexercisesandencouragesfurtherdevelopmentand

FPDA signatories are UK. Australia, Malaysia. New Zealand and Singapore.



multi-agencyparticipationin fixture exercises,especiallywhereit will providetangible
benefitsto thefive membernations.

TheUK will takethe leadfor the inauguralExerciseSUMAN PROTECTORin 2007,
plannedfor September2007atHQIADS, atRMAF Butterworthin Malaysia. Exercise
SUMAN PROTECTOR07 is acommandpostexerciseandwill exercisehigher
headquartersfunctionssupportinga CombinedJointTaskForceCommanderin a
multinationalcoalitionenvironment. ExerciseSUMAN PROTECTOR07 will exercise
FPDA’s interim capabilityenrouteto achievinga fill combinedjoint capabilityatthe
operationallevel by 2011.

As partofits strongcommitmentto theFPDA, theUnitedKingdomwill deploya620-
strongcontingentto Malaysia,predominantlyfrom its PermanentJoint Headquartersin
Northwood. ThelargesizeofUnitedKingdomdeploymentis suchthatno otherFPDA
membernationcouldbecapableofcontributingto fixture iterationsoftheExerciseand
is anotherindicationofthehigh valuetheUnitedKingdomplaceson its participationin
theArrangements,

TheUnitedKingdom is keenfor othernationsto beinvolved with securityinitiatives in
SouthEastAsia,howeverdoesnotbelievethisshouldbeundertheaegisoftheFPDA.

The UnitedKingdomenvisagesongoingandproductiveparticipationin theFivePower
DefenceArrangementsfor manyyearsto comeandappreciatestheopportunityto work
alongsidetheothermembernationsoftheFPDA.


