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Department ofForeign Affairs and Trade

7 July2005

Mr RussellChafer
Secretary
Joint CommitteeofPublicAccountsandAudit
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

DearMr Chafer

I referto the letterof21 Junefrom theChairoftheJoint Committeeof PublicAccountsand
Audit, Mr Bob BaldwinMP, to theMinisterfor ForeignAffairs inviting agencieswithin the
ForeignAffairs portfolio to provideawrittensubmissionto the Committee’sinquiry into
aviationsecurityin Australia.

In his letter,Mr Baldwin indicatedthat the Committeewasparticularlyinterestedin receiving
informationfrom thedepartmenton securitymanagementat airportsin theregionthat have
direct flights to Australia. I notethat is amatteron whichtheDepartmentof Transportand
RegionalServices(DOTARS) is bestplacedto respondandI understandthat suchissueswill
be coveredin DOTARS’ submissionto theCommittee. OverthepastyearDOTARS has
establishedanoverseaspresencewith thepostingof transportsecurityofficials to Indonesia
andthePhilippines. Theseofficials havearegionalrole. DOTARS’ overseaspresencewill
be strengthenedwith thepostingofthreeadditionalofficials to theregionoverthecoming
months. This shouldprovideAustraliawith amorecompleteunderstandingoftheregional
transportsecurityenvironment,includingpotentialthreatsto Australianinterests.

In addition,theAustralianCustomsService(ACS) hasofficersbasedin Indonesiaand
Thailandwho work closelywith hostcustomsadministrationsto enhanceairportborder
security. TheDepartmentofImmigration,Multicultural andIndigenousAffairs (DIMIA) has
placed17 Airport Liaison Officers (ALOs) at 12 internationalairportswith direct flights to
Australia. ALOs work directlywith airlinesandimmigrationandairportstaffto prevent
travel to Australiaof inadmissiblepassengersandto facilitatethetravelof genuine
passengers.Theyalsoprovidetrainingto immigrationauthorities,airline andairportsecurity
staffon Australia’simmigrationrequirements.

In thePacific, two Australiantransportsecurityofficials havebeenin PortMoresbysince
August2004,oneofwhomis focusedon improving airportsecuritystandardsat Port
MoresbyAirport. Australiantransportsecurityliaisonofficers travellingout to thePacific
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haveconductedcapacityauditsin severalcountriesandhaveidentifiedareasofsecurity
weakness.Basedon theseaudits,feedbackonhow to improveaviationsecurityatkey
aviationfacilitieshasbeenprovidedto countryrepresentativesat technicalworkshops.A
Pacificregionaltransportsecurityworkshopis plannedfor Fiji in midJuly 2005 to drawthis
work togetherandplanawayforward.

Two areasrelatedto aviationsecurityin Australiathatareofparticularinterestto this
departmentaredignitaryprotectionandVIP facilitation,andAustralia’sinternational
reputationin upholdinghighstandardsof aviationsecurity.

In relationto dignitaryprotectionandVIP facilitation,Australiais amajortransithub for
peopletravellingbetweenthePacificIslandsandAsia,Africa andEurope. Headsof State
and GovernmentandgovernmentministersfrequentlytransitAustralianairports. In addition,
Australiaalsoprovidesmedical,educationandtouristservicesfor dignitariesfrom
neighbouringcountries.Australiahasobligationsunderinternationalanddomesticlaw to
protectforeigndignitariesfrom harassmentor impairmentofdignity.

At thesametime, thedepartmentrecognisesthattheselegal obligationsdo not displace
Australia’sresponsibilityto respondto the internationalsecurityenvironmentto ensurethe
safetyandsecurityofthetravellingpublic, includingdignitaries. Clearly, theGovernment
needsto meetbothsetsofobligations. Thedepartment’sconcernis that screeningprocesses
for dignitariesbemanagedin acarefulandsensitivemanner,includingthroughtheprovision
ofappropriatefacilities, whererequired,to undertakesuchscreeningprocedures.

At abroaderlevel, the departmenthasaconcernto ensurethatAustralia’sinternational
reputationasacountrythatsetsandmaintainshighstandardsofsecurityat ourinternational
gatewaysis maintained.This is especiallythecasenow in the light ofmajor international
eventsAustraliawill behostingoverthenextcoupleofyears(e.g. theCommonwealth
GamesandAPECin 2007),andthepotentialnegativeimpacton ourinternationalreputation
from publicity surroundingcasessuchastheCorby case.

Yourssincerely

David Stuart
First AssistantSecretary
InternationalSecurityDivision
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