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HouseofRepresentatives
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Canberra ACT 2600

657Pittwater Road

DeeWhy NSW 2099 ______________ 1

DearMs Bishop, +

With yourrecentandongoinginvolmentwith theInquiiy intoAdoptionofChildrenfrom Overseas— I
amwriting to bring to yourattentionsomerecentdevelopmentsin NSW.

Onthe
1

st ofJuly 2005 — theaccreditationprovisionsoftheAdoptionAct 2000— finally gotproclaimed.
TheOffice ofthe Children’sGuardianhasbeenappointedastheaccreditingbody, andNGOssuchas
AustralianFamiliesfor ChildrenInc canfinally pursueaccreditationto deliver intercountryadoption
servicesin NSW.

AustralianFamiliesfor Childrenhasbeenoperatingsince1981,deliveringadoptionservicesin NSW,but
sincetheratificationoftheHagueconventionby Australiain 1998,AFCs serviceshavegraduallybeen
curtailedby DoCSdueto thefactthatAFC is not an accreditedbody, notwithstandingthefactthatthe
accreditationprovisionshavenotyet beenproclaimed.

Sinceth
1

st if July 2005,wehavebeenactivelyworking to prepareourapplicationfor accreditation—
with themain obstacleto progressingit futherbeingaccessto seedingfundsto enableusto lodgethe
applicationandmoveon to establishingtheagencyonceaccreditationis secured.TheNSWDepartment
of CommunityServices,andthelabourGovernment,havemadeit clearthatno suchfundingwill be
availableto intercoutryagencies— withoutwhich no agencywill be in apositionoflodginganapplication
for accreditation.

I would welcometheopportunityofmeetingwithyou to discussanypossibilitiesfor accessingFederal
fundingto establishanaccreditedbodyinNSW, andseekyoursupportfor suchamove.

I look forwardto hearingfromyou regardingthepossibility ofsuchameeting.

Kind regards,
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Ricky Brisson(Mrs)
ExecutiveOfficer
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