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TheHon BronwynBishopMP
Chairman
StandingCommitteeonFamily andHumanServices
ParliamentHouse
Canberra ACT 2600

r
DearMadamChairman

Inquiry into Adoption of Children from Overseas

TheGayLesbianRightsLobbywelcomesthe currentinquiry into adoptionof
childrenfrom overseas.It is vital thattheCommonwealthGovernmentassistin
promotingoverseasadoptionsfor suitableparents.

It is thereforeimperativethat theGovernmentcommit to notre-introducethe
proposedlegislationseekingto preventsame-sexcouplesfrom adoptingchildrenfrom
overseas.In additionto entrenchingtheGovernment’sdiscriminatoryperspectiveon
notionsofthefamily andsexuality,this legislationviolatesAustralia’shumanfights
obligations.

As youareaware,theHagueConventionon ProtectionofChildrenandCooperation
in respectofIntercountryAdoption,ratifiedby Australiain 1998, establishes
safeguardsto ensurethatintercountryadoptionstakeplacein thebestinterestsof the
child andwith respectto his orher fundamentalrights.Australiais alsoapartyto the
TIN Conventionon theRightsoftheChild which states,in Article 2(2), that“State
Partiesshall takeall appropriatemeasuresto ensurethatthechild is protectedagainst
all formsofdiscriminationorpunishmenton thebasisofthestatus,activities,
expressedopinions,orbeliefsofthechild’s parents,legal guardiansor family
members”.

Refusingto recognisetheoverseasadoptionofa child by bothparentsbasedon their
sexualityis not in thebestinterestsofthechild. In fact, it is likely to haveadirect
negativeimpacton thechild. Documentedresearchdemonstratesthat thereis
absolutelyno negativecorrelationbetweenparentingability andsexualorientation.
Theproperfocusshouldbeonwhetherthepersonis suitableto meetandpromotethe
child’sbestinterestandnoton stereotypesand assumptionsabouthomosexualityand
maritalstatus.

Onesuchdenigratingstereotypewaspropagatedby Mr Ruddockduringhis Second
Readingspeechin supportofthe introducedBill, namelythat“In theview ofthe
majorityof Australians,children,includingadoptedchildren,shouldhavethe
opportunity,all otherthingsbeingequal,to beraisedby amotheranda father”. This
statementdoesnothingto promotethebestinterestsofchildrenall overAustraliawho
everydayarenurturedandraisedby gayandlesbianparents.



Mattersoftheeligibility andsuitabilityof individualsto adoptchildren,including
from overseas,havetraditionallybeenmadeandshouldremainmattersofstatesand
territories,to bedeterminedon individual assessmentsandthebestinterestsof the
child.

Thankyou for theopportunityto makethis submission.Weare,ofcourse,available
to attendanyhearingsheldby theCommitteeif the Committeewould find that of
benefit.

Yours sincerely

David Scamell
Co-convenor
GayandLesbianRights Lobby
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