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I would like thefollowing issueraisedin yourinquiry into adoption.

I recentlytraveledto Chinato assistadearfriend to adopta beautiflulbaby. My
friend wentthoughall theappropriateadoptionprocesseswithin Australiaandhad
heradoptionapprovedby theVictorian Governmentthroughits delegatedagencythe
Departmentof HumanServices.

Thefactofthematteris thatwhenshewasadoptedin China— shewasnot givena
birth certificatebut it is actuallya“CertificateofAbandonment”that says,only:

fernale,wasb“This is to certify thatX DO ~ om on December
5,2001; XXXXX’s birthplaceandbiologicalparentsareunidentified.”

Thenshereceivedacertificatethat sayssheis nowadoptedandwhathernewname
Is.

It is notgood enoughthat this child cannotgetaVictorian birth certificatewhenother
childrencan— includingotheradoptedchildren.

My colleaguereceivedadvicefrom theVictorian Office ofBirths, Deathsand
Marriages,“you receivedabirth (orNotarial) certificatefor yourchild from China
andyouarenot ableto obtaina newbirth certificatein Australia. If you wish to
changeyourchild~s namefrom that on thebirth certificate,you shouldapplyto the
ChangeofNameDepartmentat theRegistryof Births, DeathsandMarriages.Please
notethatthereis afeefor this service.”

I understand,thediscriminationandissuewith adoptionexistsdueto a standing
conventionthat saysif thecountryfrom whichtheywereadoptedis asignatoryto the
HagueConvention,theadoptionis generallyratifiedin this country12 monthsafter
theyarrive (orthereabouts)andtheyARE givenaVictorian birth certificate. Chinais
oneofthefew countrieswheretheadoptionis final in thecountryoforigin and
thereforesimply recognisedby theAustralian/VictorianGovernments.

Only this week— asmeansofassessmentin enrolling in aVictorianpre-school,my
fried wasaskedto supplyabirth certificatefor suchconsiderationby theCommittee—

determiningwho weretheluckyonesto be accepted.A certificateofAbandonment—
is adiscriminatorytool thatcanbeusedas aform ofdiscrimination— to vet orweed
outbasedonprejudicialviewpoints— one ofwhichmaybe an abandonedchild.
While that might soundodd — therearemanydiscriminatorypracticesthat existand
thefact thatthis child will needto go thoughlife — constantlybeingaskedfor abirth
certificate— evenwhenshegetshercarlicence,opensa bankaccountetc— is simply
not goodenough.

If thischild canbegivenan Australianpassport— why is it thatVictoria discriminates
againstthischild gettinga birth certificate.



Apart from thelegal issuesofdiscriminationrelativeto this case- the social,moral
andpsychologicaltraumaassociatedwith suchdiscriminationis left with my fi-jends
child — not just for an instancebut for a lifetime—beingconstantlyremindedofher
situationbut reinforcedthat sheis not treatedthesameasotherpeoplein this country:
truly, the coreofthediscrimination.

I now seekyourendorsementto review andchangethis discriminatorypractice. I
madeasubmissionto therecentparliamentaryinquiry intodiscrimination,but they
sayit is outsidetheirambit— asthechild will betreatedthesameasotheradopted
childrenin the samesituation(which I find legally correctbutmorallyreprehensible..

I seekyouadviceonwhereto herere law reformandadoption.

DenisMoriarty


