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How the Federal Governmentcan better assistadoptive parents

Immediate/ShortTerm

1) MaternityAllowanceavailableto ~lladoptiveparents.
Regardlessoftheageofthechild whenhe/sheentersthe country,his/herparents
shouldbeableto receivethis financialassistance.Setup costsarejust asgreatfor
olderchildren.

2) “BountyBag” (or adoptionequivalent)begivento adoptiveparentsuponarrival
oftheirchild.
Adoptiveparentsneedto bemadeawareofthebenefitsandservicestheyare
entitledto, andreceiveinformationnecessaryto gainall appropriatedocuments
for theirchild.

3) Nationalsystemfor addingan adoptivechild to Medicarecard.
A simple,clearsystemneedsto be in placesothat adoptiveparentscanput their
child on to theircardassoonastheyarrivein Australia.

4) Waive the$1250DIMIA immigrationfeefor adoptivechildren.
Australianfamilieswith birth childrendo not paya feeuponthebirth oftheir
child, soadoptivefamiliesshouldnothaveto paya feeforthe arrival oftheir
child. Thepaperworkrequiredto processadoptionvisasis minimal, andsoshould
not attractsuchahigh fee.

5) Medicalsshouldbesubjectto aMedicarerebate.
As partoftheadoptionprocess,parentshaveto undergoat leastonemedical
assessment.Theyshouldbeallowedto makeaclaim underMedicarefor this
assessment.

Short/N/tediumTerm

1) Standardised/lowerfeesacrosstheStatesand Territories.
Parentsshouldnotbediscriminatedagainstbecauseoftheir income,providing
theycanshowthattheyarefinanciallyableto supportanadoptivechild.
Intercountryadoptionshouldnot bethe exclusivedomainofthewealthy.

2) Introductionof an“AdoptionAllowance”, tax deductibilityoffees,ortax rebate.
Australianandoverseascostsfor adoptioncanaddup to thetensofthousandsof
dollars.Somesort ofschemeto easetheburdenofthesecostsonparentsis
needed.

3) Consultationin policy-making.
Adoptivefamiliesneedto berepresentedatpolicy-makingforumsat all levelsof
government.


