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TheSecretary
HouseofRepresentatives
StandingCommitteeonFamily andHumanServices
By email: ffis.reps(~,aPh.gov.aU

DearSecretary

I amwriting to you astheparentofa child adoptedfrom overseas.Theonly negative
experienceswehaveenduredto datehavebeenentirelydueto ourencounterswith
DOCS. Theprocessappearsto begearedtowardsfavouredprogrammes.Shouldyou
wishto applyto anyothercountriesthenthetime framesquotedby DOCSto process
theAustralianendofyourapplicationaremoreoftenthannot significantlylonger.

A shortoverviewof ourrecentsecondadoptionapplicationis notedbelow,I havenot
givenan overviewof ourfirst adoptionapplicationbutsufficeto sayit was
significantlyworse.

WelodgedourExpressionofInterestfor a SecondChild in April 2003, amonthafter
wereturnedfrom overseaswith ourchild. Our applicationwasmadeassoonaswe
returnedto Australiabecauseweknewhow slowtheprocedurewasandhow
importantit is for overseasadoptivechildrento havesiblingsfrom theircountryof
birth.

Wewereadvisedby ourcaseworkerat DOCSthatthenextseminarwasdueto be
heldinNovemberandthat weshouldhaveno problemattendingaswehadfull care
ofourbabysinceFebruary2003.Our caseworkerwasoverriddenin herlearned
decisionto allowusto attendtheNovembersecondtimersseminar,aswehadnot
beenbackin Australiafor 10 months.After a lot ofunnecessarydiscussionwewere
allowedto attendtheNovemberseminar(aprerequisiteto lodginganapplicationfor
adoption).Ourapplicationfor a secondchild waslodgedin earlyDecember2003but
wasnotapproveduntil theendofOctober2004(almost 11 monthslater). We did not
haveto provideonepieceofadditionalinfonnationin thisregardaswemet all
requirements.

Wenow wait for anallocationofa sibling for our child, which is not foreseeable
within thenext 18 months. Ourchild was6 weeksold whenwewereallocatedand
will beapproximately4 yearsold whenwegeta secondallocation.
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• It is commongroundthatAustraliahasa decliningbirth rateandthatthis problem
shouldbeaddressed,sowhy is theNSW StateandtheFederalGovernment
hinderingAustralianfamilieswhohavechosentheadoptivepathby charging
exorbitantfees?

• It is commongroundthatNSWDOCS is severelyunderfundedsowhyhasit
takensolong for theaccreditationprovisionsforNGOsto bedevelopedandwhy
hasit beenmadesounworkable?

Theinconsistenciesbetweenthefinancialassistanceprovidedby theFederal
Governmentto biological familiesandthatprovidedto internationaladoptivefamilies
is inequitable. Thecostsinvolved in fonninga family throughinternationaladoption
is significant,thesecostscancreatefinancialhardshipfor adoptivefamiliesand can
stopsomeinfertile couplesfrom pursuingtheadoptionpath. Australianfamilieswho
wishto adopthavepaidtheirduesthesameasAustralianbiological familiesand
shouldbegivenincentivesasamatterofcourse. Could it be thatGovernmentdoes
not supportinternationaladoptionasawayofcreatingafamily?

I believetheCommittee should considerthefollowing recommendations:-

1. Removethe26 weekageJimit for theMaternity Payment.As the majority
ofoverseasadoptivechildren areolder then 26 weeksof agewhenthey
return to Australia.

2. Provide a tax credit or rebate systemoffering financial relief for adoptive
parents asis donein many other countries,ie USA.

3. RemoveFederalGovernmentdepartmentfeesassociatedwith adoption
and recommendtheremovalof StateGovernmentdepartment fees
associatedwith adoption.

4. Developa National Accreditation mechanismto accredit NGOs. Which
allows them the ability to deliver adoption servicesas their primary
service.

5. Provide funding for NGOs to establishthemselves,sotheymay give
professionalservicesto families.

Pleaseconsiderthechildrenwho needafamily andalsoputyourselvesin an
intercountryadoptiveparentsshoeswhenconsideringtherecommendations.All
childrendeservealoving family.

Yours faithfully


