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TheSecretary
StandingCommitteeon Family andHumanServices
Inquiry into Adoptionof Childrenfrom Overseas

DearSir/Madam

I havefriendscurrentlyadoptionfrom Taiwan,andI understandthat thecurrentadoption
processis unnecessarilylengthily,to thedetrimentofthechildren.

I believethattheAustralianGovernmentcanbetterassistAustralianfamilieswho are P
adoptingchildrenfrom Taiwanandthat,of moreimportance,theFederalGovernment
shouldtaketheopportunityto helpthesechildrenadaptmoreeasilyto theirnew
environmentandbondearlierwith theirnewfamilieshereinAustralia.

I would like to drawtheConimitteetsattentionto thedifferencein waiting timebetween
allocationandtravel for childrenplacedwith Australianfamiliesandthoseplacedwith
Dutch familiesduring thecourseofan adoptionfrom Taiwan.

Theaverageperiodofwaiting from allocationuntil travelhome,for anAustralian
adoptedchild in Taiwan,is about23 weeks.

Duringthis time, thecaseis appliedto theSupremeCourt, theFamily Court andthe
ChildWelfareFoundation.TheChild WelfareFoundationevaluatesthe suitabilityofthe
adoptiveparents,interviewstherelinquishingparent/parentsandmakesa
recommendationto theFamily Courtjudge.After thecasehasbeenapprovedby the
CWF, therelinquishingparentspersonallyappearin theFamilyCourt andsubmita
waiveroftheirright to appealthedecision.TheFamily Courtjudge,beingin agreement
thattheadoptionis in thebestinterestofthechild, issuestheInitial CourtDecree4 - 6
weekslater.

Dutch authoritiesallow childrenplacedwith Dutchcouplesto travelhometo bewith
theirfamilies atthis stageof theprocess? whentheInitial Court Decreehasbeenissued.

Australianauthorities,however,do not issueavisafor thechild to traveluntil a further4
to 6 weeks- whentheFinal Decreeis grantedandthedocumentshavebeentranslated.

Theearliervisaapprovalfor Dutchfamilies is basedontheapprovalofadoptiveparents
from theDutch authorities,theirpermissionto adoptbeinggrantedby theMinistry of



Justicein theNetherlands.This, alongwith thechild’s nameanddateofbirth, is sentto
theDutchTradeOffice in Taipeithroughofficial channels.

ChristianSalvationService(theagencyin Taiwan)includesa copyoftheInitial Court
Decreeandthechild’s householdregistrywith thevisa application.Thevisais issuedand
thechild maytravel with theunderstandingthat all adoptiondocumentsandtranslations
will be sentto theadoptiveparentsandmadeavailableto theDutchauthoritieswithin six
monthsofthechild’s arrival in Holland.

ChristianSalvationServiceinformsthebirth family of thechild’s plannedtravel andthe
birthparentsconfirmtheirunderstandingthatthechild will beleavingTaiwan.As in
Australia,Dutchadoptionsarefinalised12 monthsafterthechild hasbeenplacedwith
thefamily.

It is myunderstandingthattheAustralianCommerceandIndustryOffice in Taiwanuse
theadoptiondocumentsto verify thechild’s eligibility to departfrom Taiwanlegally.

I would like to suggestto this Inquiry that otherdocumentationbeused,suchasthe
Initial CourtDecreeandanAffidavit of releasefortravel from therelinquishingparent.

If, like theDutch authorities,theFederalGovermnentis ableto authoriseAustralian
childrento travelhometo beunitedwith theiradoptivefamily aftertheInitial Decreehas
beengranted,therewould be manybenefitsfor thesechildren.

Theaverageageof AustralianbabiesleavingTaiwanto commencelife with theirfamily
is 27weeks.Dutchbabiesareusually4 - 6 weeksyoungerwhentheyleaveTaiwan.At
this stageofaninfant’s development,4 - 6 weekscanmeanagreatdealofdifference.

Thereis documentedevidenceto suggestthatthefirst andmostpersistentbondofall is
thatofachild to its parentsandthat theearlierthis bondingoccurs,thebetterfor the
child.

I urgetheCommitteeto investigatetheprocessespertainingto visarequirementsfor
Taiwanesechildrenwho areadoptedintoAustralianfamiliesandto makea
recommendationthatthesechildrentravel aftertheInitial decreehasbeengranted.

YoursFaithfully

JosephConway
ResourceOfficer
YouthJusticeConferencing


