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The followuig areurgentlyneeded[or intercountiyadoptionin Australia.

1. A centralregulatingbody.

2. An accreditationsystem

3. An alternativeaccreditedbody to that run by theStateGovernments

Ourmajorconcernsare

1. A lackofaccountability

2. Inability to processadoptionapplicationsat theratein which applicationsare
beingmade.

I Inability to meetasufficiently highstandardof understandingofadoptionissues..

4. Ccrnvoiutedadministrationsystem.

5. Inability to mauttainandbuild relationshipswith foreignadoptionagencics..

TheHagueConventionhasatwo tiered systemofCentral Authoutitiesandaccredited
bodies.In Queenslandandin all StatesandTerritoriesexceptSouthAustraliauntil ~
June2005 theroleofCentralAuthourity andaccreditedbodyis fulfilled by thcvarious
StateGovernmentrelevantdepartments.(TheSouthAustralianStateGovernmentis
withdrawing its accreditationftom thatpoint).

Theresultofthis is theeffectof havinganaccreditedbody thatmakesup its ownrules.
lxi turnanumberofthingshappenthemostsignificantbeingthattheybecomealaw unto
themselves.In Queenslandthishasresultedin a significantlowering ofstandards.

UndertheHagueConventionit readsin Article LI “An accreditedbodyshall- b be
directedand staffedby personsqualifiedby theirethicalstandardsaridby trainingor
experienceto work in Intercountryadoption..”In Queenslandbecausethereis no
regulatingbodythereareno guidelinesasto howthat is tobefulfilled resultingin
personsbeinginvolvedwhosetrainingorexperieneein adoptionis highly questionabic.
A socialwork degreedoesnorqualify someoneto work in adoptions.

In Queenslandhomestudiesaredoneby ~‘AdoptionContractWorkers” (ACW’s) someof
thesehavemanyyearsofexperiencein inrercountryadoption.Theseareour
professionals

I encouragecontinuingdebateon theissue.


