
SUBMISSION NO. 158

Inquiry into Adoption of Children from Overseas

As adoptiveparentsofabeautifulnine-month-oldbabyboy from Korea,weare
delightedthatthereis anenquiryinto intercountryadoptionin Australiaandthankyou
forthe opportunityto contributeasubmission.

1.) Anyinconsistenciesbetweenstateandterritory approvalprocess

Weappliedto adoptababyin March2001 andthenhadto wait almost2 yearsbefore
wewereinvited to Educationsessionsrunby thedepartmentfor prospectiveadoptive
parents. It took anotheryearfor ourassessmentto becompletedandthenanother9
monthsbeforewereceivedtheclearanceto travelto Koreato bringhomeourbaby
boy. While in Korea,wemetcouplesfrom otherstatesin Australiawho werealso
thereto bringhometheirpreciousbabies.Wehadwaitedby far the longestof anyone
thatwespoketo andwereverysurprisedwhenonecouplefrom NSWinformedus
thattheyhadappliedto adoptlessthanayearago. We nowknowofothercouples
who havemovedinterstateandhavecompletedtheirfamilies in lessthana year.

If acouplein Queenslanddecidedtodaythat theywould like to adopta child from
overseas,theywouldhaveto wait until theintercountryadoptionunit callsfor
expressionsofinterest. This couldbeanother3-4 yearsbeforethis happens.They
would thenhaveto wait fortheirturn to be assessed,which couldbe another2-3 years.
Therefore,in ourestimatesit couldbe 5-7 yearsbeforetheycouldevenbeconsidered
for assessment.This demonstratesthatthesystemfor processingadoptiveapplicants
in Queenslandis deeplyflawedand doesnot operatein thebestinterestofanyone,
neithertheprospectiveadoptiveparentsnorthehomelesschildrenin theworldthat
arewaiting for familiesto carefor them.

We knowofnootheragencyordepartmentthatcanhandletheirwaiting listsby
simplyshuttingthebooksandnot allowinganyoneelseto apply. This doesnothelp
satisfythedemand,butcompoundsit andmakeslongerwaiting times for everyone.

Recommendations:
1.) Australianeedsto enterinto agreementswith morecountriesthathavesigned

theHagueconventionon intercountryadoptionandincreasethenumberof
childrenthat areavailablefor adoptioninto Australia.

2.) Thereshouldbestandardcriteriaandexpectedwaiting timesacrossAustralia.

2.) Anyinconsistenciesbetweenthebenefitsandentitlementsprovidedto families
with theirownbirth childrenandthoseprovidedto familieswho haveadopted
childrenfor overseas.

We arrivedhomewith oursonwhenhewas28 weeksofageto discoverthatwewere
not eligible for theMaternitypaymentashewasabove26 weeksofage. This is
clearly inequitableandis discriminatoryagainstadoptiveparentsasmostchildrenthat
areadoptedareabove26 weeksof age.



Thecostsinvolvedin intercountryadoptionareveryhigh andwespentabout$25 000
in theadoptionofourson. Thesecostsdo notchangewith theageofthechild and
thereforeto haveanagelimit on thematernitypaymentfor adopteesis nothelpful. In
fact,webelievethatthereshouldbesomekind offinancialrelieffor adoptiveparents
asforminga family throughadoptionis extremelydifficult for low ormediumincome
families. This amountcouldbeequalto theamountthatbirth familiesalreadyreceive
from thegovernment.(Eg, calculatetheMedicarerebatesfor IVF treatment,prenatal
care,hospitalcostsandpostnatalcare.) This couldbe availableasa lump sumfor
adoptivefamilies.

Recommendations:
1.) The maternity paymentshould be available for everyadoption regardlessof

theageofthechild atplacement.This shouldbebackdatedto the 1st July
2004to reversethediscriminationthathasalreadyoccurred.

2.) Thereshouldbeadditionalfinancialreliefavailableto adoptivefamiliesto
assistwith thehugecostsassociatedwith intercountryadoption.

Thankyouagainfortheopportunityto contributeto this inquiry. Pleasecontactmeif
youhaveanyfurtherqueries.

Lyndell McKinley
Queensland
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