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TheStandingCommitteeonFamily & HumanServices

TheHouseofRepresentatives,

ParliamentHouse

Canberra.

DearCommitteeMembers,

Thankyou for extendingthedeadlinefor submissionsto enableusto sendyou avery

different view onaform ofadoptionfrom overseas.

TheDonorConceptionSupportGrouphashadfor manyyearsveryseriousconcernsabout

the importationofsperm,eggsand embryosinto Australiaandin morerecenttimesthe

possibilityoftherecruitmentofoverseasdonors.

Importation of human 2ametesinto Australia

.

TheHumanCloningBill 2002,whichpassedthroughbothhousesofparliamentlast

year,states:

A personcommitsan offenceWthepersongivesor offersvaluableconsiderationto

anotherpersonfor thesupplyofa humanegg, humanspermor amembryo.
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We areconcernedwith theimportationofsemeninto Australiafrom overseas

countriessuchastheUK andDenmark.Denmarkhasbecomeaverypopularsource,

worldwide,ofsemenespeciallyfor singlewomenand samesex couples.The reasonsfor

clinicsusingoverseasspermaremany:falling numbersofdonors,somedo notwant to

donateto singlewomenorlesbians;theusualupsanddownsof donornumbers;or the

factthatimportationofspermis easierthanrecruitingnewdonors.Themain sourceof

semenin Denmarkisa companycalledCryoswherethecompanyallows25 pregnancies

perdonorwithin Denmarkbeforeit sendsthatdonorsspermoverseas.We haveasyet

beenunableto find out howmanycountrieseachdonor’sspermis sentto andhowmany

pregnanciesareallowedin eachcountry.

Cryos stateson their websitethat their donorsarepaid DKK 250.00which is the

equivalentof approximately$AUD58.43perdonation.I am surethat you would agree

that this amountofmoneyis not merelyto coversuchthingsastravelexpensesbutdoes

constitutepaymentor valuable consideration.We have beenunableto ascertainhow

muchmoneyis beingpaid to Cryosby clinicsin Australiafor eachspermsamplethat is

importedbut we aresurethatCryosmustbemakingaprofit over andabovewhat it pays

to its donorsandfor thecostofsendingthesemento Australia.

The HagueConventionon IntercountryAdoption signedbymanycountriesin 1993,

andmanymoresince,is designedto ensurethattheadoptionofa child from onecountry

to anotheris in thebestinterestsofthatchild. The conventionalsoincludesprovisionsfor

all partiesinvolvedin anintercountryadoptionto havebeencounselledasto theeffects

oftheir consentandthat theirconsenthasnotbeeninducedby paymentor compensation

of anykind. We in theDCSGfeel thattherearealot ofparallelsbetweenadoptionand

donorconception.

In 2003our groupnoticedan advertisementin themonthly freenewspaper

“Sydney’sChild” which read:
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DoyourequireDonorOocytes?



Thisprofessionalmedicalserviceprovidesyouwith anotheroptionto obtain

anonymousdonoroocyteswhichyouhavenotyetexplored.ContactDenyseon

0411 386 131 orfax (02) 91305629or emaildenyse@donor-eggs.info

Our groupcontactedthepersonnamedin theadvertisementanddiscovered

thattheyprovideaserviceto smooththepathfor womento obtaindonatedeggsin

Greece.Ourgrouphasseriousconcemsaboutthis newtrade;what inducementis

therefor thewomento ‘donate’ their eggsandsimilarly to theDanishspermwhat

ofthechildrenbornasaresult,what chancesaretheir for themto get information

abouttheir geneticparentage?Thisadvertisementis still appearingonaregular

basisin “Sydney’sChild”

Last yearnewspaperarticlesappearedaroundthecountryregardingaNSW clinic

advertisingin Canadafor spermdonors.Menwerebeingofferedareturn flight to

Australia,accommodationplusliving expensesin return for spermdonations.Our

groupconsidersthisto be offeringa “valuableconsideration”asan inducementto

donate.We felt thatit contravenedtheProhibitionofHumanCloningAct2002

whichprohibits thepaymentofvaluableconsiderationfor theprovisionofhuman

gametesandso wrote to theNHMRCwho on ourbehalfforwardedinformationto

theCommonwealthDirectorofProsecutionswho determinedthatno offensehad

beencommittedbasedon thecurrentactionsoftheclinic in question.

While adoptionwithin Australiacontinuesto declineandwith moreandmore

peopleturning to assistedreproductivetechnologyit isveryconcerningthattheuse

of gametesandembryosimportedfrom overseasis seenasan easyoption.The

futureneedsofthechildrenbeingcreatedmustbetakeninto consideration,their

ability to accessinformationabouttheirgeneticparentswill be severelyrestrictedif

thedonoris in anothercountryor theymayfind thataccessto this informationwill

be deniedto them.
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We askthattheStandingCommitteeextendsits’ termsofreferenceto includedonor

conceptionandpleasecontactusfor moreinformation.

YoursSincerely,

CarolineLorbach

NationalConsumerAdvocate

DonorConceptionSupportGroupof AustraliaInc.

Telephone(02)9793 9335

(02)96245110

Email cplorbachol@optusnet.com.au
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