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TheChair
StandingCommitteeon Family andHumanServices
Inquiry into adoptionofChildrenfrom Overseas

DearMs Bishop,

I amamotheroftwo adoptedchildrenfrom Romania.Both oursonswere
institutionalisedfor mostoftheiryounglives previousto adoptionand suffervarious
conditionsbecauseoftheirdeprivedbackground.Theywere adoptedatjustunderfive
andfouryearsrespectivelyin two separateadoptions.We wereliving in Tasmaniaatthe
timebutrelocatedto NSWlastyearin ordermyhusbandcould takeup an employment
opportunity.We arenowattemptingathird adoption.ThusI haveexperiencedtheinter-
countryadoptionsystemin onestateandamcoming to grips with thewayit worksin
another.

Furthermore,I currentlyheadan organisationcalledEurAdoptAustraliawhichwasset
up to supportthosewhohaveadopted,andareattemptingto adopt,from Europe.This is
anationalorganisationandwehaverepresentativesin moststatesandterritories.Thus
thefollowing observationsarenot madethroughexperiencewithin thenarrowerconfines
oftwo statesbuthavebeengleanedfrom contactwith families living all overAustralia.I
wish to emphasisethis asI havenothingbutpraisefor thestaffof theTasmanian
Departmentof HealthandHumanServiceswho facilitatedouradoptionsandwouldnot
like thefollowing to betakenascriticismofthatstate’sproceduresandpractice.

Applicantsapproachinter-countryadoptionforvariousreasonsincluding infertility, the
failure ofothersolutionsandthedesireto expanda family without undergoinga
pregnancy.Thenumbersof interestedapplicantsareincreasingandmy beliefis that there
is agrowingneedfor inter-countryadoption.However,therearemanyinequalitiesin the
systemandstate/territorieshavetheirownrules,requirementsandprejudices.Theseare
someoftheareasI thinkneedaddressed.

1. AgeLimit. Theagelimit for applicantsdiffers betweenstates/territories.Most seemto
havesettledon 55 yearsbut I believethisneedsto bestandardised.Also, it is theageof
theoldestapplicantthatdetermineseligibility andfor whatagechild. This doesnotmake
senseif theprimarycarer(usuallythemother)is significantly youngerthanthehusband.
I believeeachcaseshouldbejudgedindividually andthat the55 yearagelimit shouldbe
morea guidelinethana rigid ruleandthat commonsenseshouldprevail.



2. Programs for over50s.For variousreasonsapplicantsareapproachinginter-country
adoptionlate in life. Theseincludethe lengthoftime spenton IVF programsthathave
notbeensuccessfulandthe lengthoftime spentin thesystemawaitingprocessing.There
arefewprogramsfor applicantsover50 yearsofage.(50appearsto be abenchmarkage
for manyofAustralia’sdonorcountriesandtheyarereluctantorwill not accept
applicantsoverthat age.)At presentthechoiceappearsto be limitedto Chinaandthe
Philippines.Theformeris averyexpensiveprogramcostinganywherebetween$35-
40,000andthelatterinvolvesa long wait asthat countrynowhasalong list of
applicants.I believemoreinter-countryadoptionprogramsareneededthatwill accept
olderapplicants.

3. Singlewomen.Despiteit beinglegal in moststatesfor singlewomento adoptsome
Departmentsareprejudicedagainstthisso it doesnothappen.An easywaytojudgethe
validityof this statementis to look atwhereit is legal andthenumberof adoptionsby
singlewomenthathavebeencarriedout.An exampleis SA. I wastoldby asingle
womanwhowantedto adoptthatdespiteit beinglegal, theagency/Deptwould notallow
it andsinglewomenhadto moveto Victoria in orderto achievetheir dreamofbecoming
amother.I alsoknowthefirst singlewomanto adoptfrom overseasin WA andthebattle
shehadto bring it about.It appearsto methattherights ofAustraliancitizensarebeing
impingedon by thebiasesofindividualsin therelevantDepartments.

4. Costs.Thecostsvary from stateto state.In Tasmaniatheywerejustover $2000;in
NSWtheyarenowjustunder$10,000.High costsarea hugeobstacleto familieswanting
to adopt.It causesmeto wonderhowmanychildrenwill notbeunitedwith afamily
purelyandsimplybecauseofthesecosts.It puts theprocessin theareaof‘service
provision’ butwithout any ofthebenefitsofthis. Suchhigh sumsof moneywould be
muchbetterspenton thechild/childrenoncetheyenterafamily.

5. FinancialAid. Thereis no financialaid for familieswishingto adopt.While it is not
possibleto do anythingaboutfeessetby donorcountries,theAustralianGovernment
couldaidwith internalfeesincludingtheimmigrationfee,medicalsandcriminal checks.
In theUS theairfaresaresubsidisedandthis is alsoan option.However,themostlogical
andhelpfulwaythegovernmentcouldassistwith what is, afterall, a typeof immigration
is to keepthedepartmentalfeeslow andsubsidisetheimmigrationfee.

6. Requirementsfor applicants.I amfinding to my costthattherequirementsfor
applicantsvariesbetweenthestates.Forexample,in Tasmaniathepolicecheckwas
simpleandfreeconsistingof atrip to thepolicestationfor acomputercheck.In NSW a
full criminal checkincluding fingerprintingis requiredatacostof around$180each.My
perceptionis that criminalsarefingerprinted;not innocentmembersof thepublicjust
wantingto beparents.Thehealthcheckalsoincludesameasurementofbody fat. Having
adoptedtwo specialneedschildrenandsuccessfullymetthechallengestheybroughtwith
them,I amamazedthatmy fitnessto parentis judgedon how fat I am.

7. Siblings.It is notablethatnot verymanysibling groupsare beingadoptedinto
Australiadespitethenumberin donorcountries.Therearehugeadvantagesto all parties



in theadoptionofsibling groups.Childrenarenot subjectedto separationandapplicants
getan instantfamily thathavecommongeneticandcultural roots.Also bondingbetween
siblingshasusuallyalreadyoccurred.Furthermore,applicantsdo not haveto re-enterthe
adoptionstakeswith theassociatedfrustrationandcostorsufferthedisruptionfurther
adoptionscancauseto afamily. I would extendthis to include“bondedpairs’which
relatesto childrenwhobecomefirmly attachedto eachotherwhile institutionalisedor
elsewherebeforeadoption.I know of only onecaseofa bondedpair adoptedinto
AustraliaalthoughI sincerelyhopetherearemore.

8. FamilyReunion.Unfortunatelysometimesapplicantsarrivein a donorcountryto pick
up theirchild/childrenandfind out thereareothersiblingseitherinstitutionalisedor
otherwise.Attemptsshouldbemadeto allow furtheradoptionsto unite familymembers
if this is in thebestinterestsofthechildren.

9. Older children. Thereappearsto bea greatdealofprejudiceabouttheadoptionof
olderchildreninto Australia.It is ofnotethat theterm‘older children’ is fuzzy.The
preferredageis 0-2 yearsandI believeolderchildrenareusuallyconsidered6 yearsand
over,howeverthis leavesa groupof intermediatechildrenbetweentheagesofroughiy3-
6. Bothmy childrencomefrom this groupandquitefrankly I don’t knowwhetherto call
themolderchild adoptionsornot. I think theterminologyneedsto be addressed.My
beliefis that all childrenneedafamily andit is not in thespirit oftheHagueConvention
to denythem. Yes,thereareaddedrisksto adoptingolderchildrenbut therearesuitable
familieswho wouldpreferthis option.Someapplicantsactuallyhaveno choicebecause
ofage.I don’t believechildrenshouldbe discriminatedagainstjustbecauseoftheirage.
This alsoaffectstheadoptionofsibling groupswhereoneormoreareolderchildren.

10. ProcessingTime. Thetime takento processapplicantsvariesfrom stateto state.I
believeTasmaniais oneofthefastestand Queenslandis probablytheslowest.Slow
processingis not acceptable.Applicantsare subjectto agerestrictionsandif theywantto
adoptmorethanoncethentheyarein thesystemfor far too long. Therearerestrictions
regardinglengthof timebetweenchildrenenteringafamily anda waiting periodafterthe
applicationis sentto thedonorcountry.Thiscanaddup to significantamountsof time. I
haveheardof familiesbeingin thesystemfor five years(includingwaiting in thedonor
country)just for oneadoption.I repeat,slowprocessingis notacceptable.Especiallyfor
familiesborderingtheagelimits.

11. The numberofprogramsAustraliahaswith donorcountriesis small. Someare
subjectto quotasandsomearenotofferedby all States/Territoriesastheybelieve
applicantswould find thecostsorrequirementstoo restrictive.ForexampletheSouth
Americanprogramswerenotofferedin Tasmaniabecauseoftheresidencyrequirements
thedonorcountriesdemanded.I believeweneedmoreprogramsandI believe
Departmentsunderestimatewhatendsapplicantsarepreparedto go to becomeparents.

Conclusions

.

Inter-countryadoptionis becominganincreasinglymoresignificantfacetof oursociety.



It is anotherwayof creatingafamily in an agewhereblendedfamiliesarebecoming
morecommon.Unfortunatelybecomingaparentthroughinter-countryadoptionis
difficult andstressful.It seemsapplicantsneedto provethemselvesbeforegaining
acceptabilityandsomeofthecriteriausedtojudgeprospectiveparentsis verystringent.
Thesystemis not standardisednationallyandis opento thebiasesandprejudicesofthe
staff. How flexible andopento theneedsof applicantsis dependenton the individuals
headingDepartments.As well, thereareacceptedmyths andperceptionsthat need
readjusting.Oneof theseis thatpeoplearenot interestedin adoptingolderchildren.At
EurAdopt’s first gatheringofaround25-30familiesarepresentativefrom theAttorney
General’sOffice addressedthegroupandstatedthis.Unfortunatelyfor hernearlyall the
parentspresenthadadoptedchildrenover4 yrs old andtheresultingfurore was
interestingto saytheleast.Theperceptionmightbethereareno orfewapplicantsbut this
couldbearesultofwordof mouththat it wasn’tworthtrying orignorancethatan attempt
couldevenbe made.I believe,atthevery least,thewholesystemneedsa shakeupto
makeit easierandnotsocostly.

Yourssincerely,

LynetteRoss


