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The Secretary
StandingCommitteeonFamily & HumanServices
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearSir,

INQUIRY INTO ADOPTION OFCHILDRENFROM OVERSEAS

This group,fromLauncestonandNorthEasternTasmaniarepresentsapplicantsforintercountry
adoption,andtheparentsofchildrenadoptedfromoverseas.Thegrouphasa history goingbackto the
1970sfollowing thehistoricalair lift oforphanedchildrenfromVietnam,following thewarin that
country.Oneofourmemberscameto Australiaaspartofthat humanitarianexerciseandwasnot
expectedto surviveatthetime.We havealsoparticipatedin lobbyingfor therights ofparentapplicants
andchildrenwhenourstategovernmenthasamendedstatelegislationandregulations.

The membersofthisgroupstronglybelievethat intercountryadoptionprovidesan invaluableserviceto
childrenwho otherwisewould nothaveahomeandloving parents.It alsoprovidesthemwith
opportunitieswhichwould notbe availableto themif theyremainedin aninstitutionorhomein their
nativecountry.A bonusfor Australiais that thesechildrengrowup asvaluablecitizensandcontribute
substantiallyto Australiansociety.Australianeedsto growits population.

Inconsistenciesbetweenbenefitsandentitlementsprovidedto familieswith theirownbirth childrenand
thoseprovidedto familieswhohaveadoptedfrom overseasinclude:

1. Fees& Charges
a. StateGovernmentschargefeesto assessparent’ssuitability for adoptingchildrenfor

overseas.
b. Applicantsforintercountryadoptionmustpayall out ofpocketexpensesincludingmedical

examinationsfor themselvesand thepotentialchild, attendanceto trainingsessions,Police
checks,legalfeesandanyotherfeesrequested.

c. Applicationsforintercountryadoptionmustpayaconsiderablefeeto theDepartmentof
Immigrationto applyfor avisa forthechild.
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Governmentfeesarenot imposedon familiesgiving birth naturally.Inmostcasesmedicalfeesare
subsidisedby normalgovernmentbenefits.It is thecontentionofthisgroupthat:

i. StateGovernmentchargesforapplicantsshouldbe abolished
ii. Thereshouldbeno Visa applicationfeesfor a newlyadoptedchild ofAustralian

parentsif theapplicationhasbeenapprovedby aStateorTerritoryGovernment
iii. A grantorsubsidyshouldbeavailableto assistapplicantswith theiroutofpocket

expenses.At theveryleastthesechargesshouldbetaxdeductible.

2. GovernmentBenefits
TheFederalGovernmentBabyBonusis normallynotavailableto IntercountryAdoptiveparents
becausethenormalageofchildrensoadoptedis in excessof6 monthsandcanbeasold as10 years

i. TheparentsofStateorTerritoryapprovedoverseasadoptionsshouldbe eligible
for aBabyBonusequivalentwhich is not restrictedbecauseoftheageofthechild
enteringthecountry.

3. ParentalLeaveandEmploymentBenefits
Manyadoptiveparentsfind that theyarenotentitledto thesameleaveandbenefitsastheparentsof
birth children.This is aparticularproblemwhenadoptingolderchildren.

i. It shouldbearequirementthat all awardsgivingparentalleavefor thebirthofa
child shouldalsoprovideequivalentleaveto parentsadoptingachild from
overseasregardlessoftheageofthat child.

4. Delaysin theProcessingofApplications
Theprocessof adoptionis oftendelayedby a lackofsufficientworkersto processapplications.
Delayscanextendovermanyyears.

i. Stepsshouldbetakento ensurethat stateDepartmentsprovideanadequate
numberofworkersto facilitateatimely processingofgenuineapplicationsto
adopta child from overseas.If fundingis anissuewerecommendthataspecial
Federalgrantbe availableto theStatesto fundadditionalworkers.Theuseof
contractworkersto supplementfull timeworkersmayalsobe anoption.

ThenumberofIntercountryAdoptionplacementsin Australiaeachyearis relatively small.The
provisionoffinancialassistanceto parentapplicantswill beofgreatassistanceandbenefitto them. It is
unlikelyhowevertohaveanymajorimpacton Federalor StateBudgets.

This submissionhasbeenpreparedfollowing consultationwith interestedgroupmembersandhasbeen
personallyreviewedandcommentedon by sevenofthosemembers.Weadvisethat thesemembersare
unlikely to benefitfromanyfuture changesto legislationorsupportgiven,buthavetakenthetimeto
contributeto this submissionbecauseoftheirbeliefin thevalueofIntercountryAdoption

Wethankthecommitteefortheirtimegivento this issue

Yoursfaithfully

GeoffPowell


