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Thankyoufor yourletterto theMinisterfor ImmigrationandMulticultural andIndigenous
Affairs, SenatortheHon AmandaVanstone,of 25 February2005with regardto the
Departmentof ImmigrationandMulticulturalandIndigenousAffairs (the department)
providinga submissionto theHouseof RepresentativesStandingCommitteeon Family and
HumanServicesinquiry into theadoptionof childrenfrom overseas.I amrespondingon
SenatorVanstone‘s behalfasActing Minister for ImmigrationandMulticultural and
IndigenousAffairs. I regretthedelay in responding.

The departmentdoesnothaveadirect role in intercountryadoptionprocesses.However,
satisfactionof thoseprocessesis thebasisfor thegrantof apermanentvisawhichenablesan
adoptedchild to enterAustraliaasapermanentresident.

The Migration Regulationssetout thecriteriato bemetfor thegrantof avisa including
wherethechild is adoptedundera StateandTerritory intercountryadoptionprogram. No
distinctionis madebetweenthe differentAustralianStatesandTerritories. TheMigration
Regulationsalsoprovidefor thegrantofa visawherea child is adoptedoverseasby
expatriateAustralianswithoutthe assistanceof an AustralianStateorTerritory adoption
authority.

The departmentaffordshighpriority to theprocessingof Adoptionvisaapplications,with
50%ofvisaapplicationsfrom StateandTerritory adoptionprogramsbeingfinalizedwithin
aneightweekperiodfrom thetimeoflodgement.This comparesfavourablyto the
department’spublishedServiceStandardfor theprocessingof theChild visacaseloadwhich
is four andahalfmonthsfor highrisk counties.

Non citizenchildrenadoptedby Australiancitizens,permanentresidentsoreligible new
Zealandcitizensaresubjectto thehealthrequirementandmedicalcheckingarrangementsas
for all permanentresidentapplicants.Thereis amandatoryrequirementfor testingfor HIV
andHepatitisB for adoptedchildren,alongwith othergroupssuchasunaccompaniedrefugee
children,pregnantwomenandwhereHIV orHepatitisB is clinically indicated. The health
examinationofadoptedchildrenis undertakenthroughthedepartment’soverseasPanel
doctornetwork. Arrangementsarein placeto expeditehealthclearancesby MedicalOfficers
oftheCommonwealthfor adoptionvisaapplicants.Thereis generallya24-hourturnaround
time for suchclearances.UndertheMigration Regulationshealthwaiverarrangementsare
availablefor adoptedchildrenthat fail thehealthrequirement.



Thetablebelowprovidesstatisticson thenumberof Adoptionvisasgrantedfor theprevious

two financialyears.

FinancialYear

2002/2003
2003/2004
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