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To: Committee,FHS (REPS)
Subject: Inquiry into adoptionof childrenfrom overseas

To the Committee,

We are Geoff and Katie Davisand we live inin in Tasmania.We are awaiting
allocationof ourfirst children, two siblingsunderfour, from Ethiopia. Thankyoufor the
opportunityto expressourviewson the termsof referenceof this enquiry.

I .Any inconsistencies between state and territory approval processes for overseas
adoptions.

Approval process:

• We would like to stressthatourapprovalprocessandall dealingswith Tasmania’s
Departmentof Healthand HumanServices,specifically UnaHobday,managerof the
Adoption and InformationService,andourworker,TanaMcMullen havebeen
excellent- the time from our initial expressionof interestto approvalwas
approximatelyfive months,aswe wereapprovedfor siblings, ourfile left Australia
almost immediately- we arethe lucky ones.

• In ouropinion, theTasmanianprocessworks quitewell. Weknowthrough reports
from friendsandcontactsthat this is not thecasein otherstates.Whattook us
monthstakesyearsin statessuchasQueensland,NewSouthWalesandVictoria,
andthereis no consistencyin eligibility criteriaor ‘hoops’potential adoptiveparents
haveto jumpthrough. This is clearly notequitableor in thebestinterestsof families
andhasleadto severalfamilieswe knowof relocatingto stateswhich havequicker,
‘friendlier’, moreefficientprogrammes.

Fees:

• Weboth work for theTasmanianstategovernmentandweresurprisedatthelevel of
feeswe incurredfrom thestatethroughoutthis process.Weknowof no otherstate
agencythatrequiresfeesfor state-providedservices. Indeed,schoolsareno longer
allowedto askparentsfor moneyfor excursions,or evenrequirestudentsto bring
cookingingredients. It seemsstrangeto usthat thestatesexpectus to pay, in some
cases,exorbitantfeesfor serviceswe shouldhavealreadycoveredin ourtaxes. We
canonlyassumethat this reflectsthesignificant lackof funding theseservices
receive.

• Again, living in Tasmania,we arethe lucky onesasfar aslevelsoffeesgo. We pay
approximately$2500to thestatefor theirservices.Again, in otherstatesthe feesare
muchhigher. Again, this is not equitable,andwhencombinedwith thecoststo the
relinquishingcountry,travel, etc,puts intercountryadoptionoutof reachof many
families.

Available countries:

• Thereis greatinconsistencybetweenstatesasto which programmesareavailableto
prospectiveparents.For example,approvalforTaiwanis availableto families in SA,
but notTasmania.

• Therearea largenumberof countrieswhich aresignatoriesto theHagueConvention
whodo not haveprogrammeswith Australia. Weassumethat this is partlythe
responsibilityof theFederalgovernment,astheAustraliansignatoryto the
Convention.



Any inconsistencies between the benefits and entitlements provided to families with
their own birth children and those provided to families who have adopted children from
overseas.

• Parentsof biological childrenaregivenbenefitsandentitlementsthroughMedicare,
HealthFunds,Maternityallowance,etc.that adoptiveparentsarenot eligible to
receive. The costsof havingababybiologically areminiscule,evenusing assisted
reproductivetechniques(mostof which arealsosubsidised),comparedto thecosts
of adoptingachild from overseas.

• Almostall childrenwhoareadoptedfrom overseasareolderthansix months(the
currentcut off for the maternityallowance)andmanyof themarebetween1 and4,
with somebeingolderthan10. We areawarethat thestatedpurposeof the
maternityallowanceis to assistwith thesetupcostsfor a newbaby,andwe have
beentold by somepeoplethat childrenolderthanthecut-off do not havethesame
costs,adoptedor not. Whenyou considerthat theaverageadoptionfor asinglechild
may costanywherebetweentwentyand thirty thousand,andsiblingsevenmore,this
statementis patentlyridiculous. Obviouslythis is muchmorethansettingup for a
newbabycosts,andwhenyou considerthat we alsohavethe‘normal’ set-upcosts,
andon-goingcostsfor medicalor psychologicalissues,adoptiveparentsarewell and
truly behindthefinancialeight-ball. Adoptivefamilies are notgenerallyextremelywell
off - we’re justordinary, everydayaveragepeople- in ourcase,we both work for the
Ed department,we haveamortgage,etc, etc. Adoptionfor mostpeoplemeansa
hugefinancialsacrifice- equalitywith biological families, asfar assomethinglike the
maternitypaymentgoes,helpsto addressthis financialburden.

• It is interestingto notethat in the US, adoptingfamiliesareprovidedwith $10000
worth of tax creditsto offsetsomeofthecostof adoption,and adoptionis much
cheaperin the US.

• Wearefortunatethatweareeligible for paid adoptionleave(now an equivalenttime
to maternityleavein theTasmanianstateservice),manypeoplearenot,evenwithin
thepublic service,let alonetheprivatesector.

• Wearerequired,by theTasmaniangovernmentto haveaparentat home,full-time,
for thefirst yearafterplacement.Webelievethis is thesamein moststates.While
we do not haveaproblemwith this, it meansthat wewill be living on half of our
currentincome,a situationwhich, whencombinedwith thecostof theadoptionitself
aswell asset-upcosts,is aheavyfinancialburden. We planto adoptagain,however
this may be difficult or haveto bea long-termgoal, becauseof thecostsinvolved.

• Wefeelit is inappropriatefor familiesto be requiredto paythe$1245child
immigration fee- in view of thehugeassistancebiological familiesreceive,this is
grosslyinequitable.

• I am awareof caseswhenparentsof olderchildrenhavebeendeniedfamily
payment,becausetheirchildrenarenotfully immunised. Clearly, a four yearold
cominghometo Australiafrom adevelopingcountryis not goingto havereceived
many,if any, immunisations- this is not thefamily’s fault!

We asadoptiveparents,reallywantthingsto changeto demonstratewhatshouldbe an
obviousfact: that adoptivefamilies arejustfamilies. We will berealparentsandour kids will
be our kids, regardlesswheretheycomefrom, or how old theyare. At themoment,adoption
is costly, stressful,lengthy,sometimesheartbreaking,but ultimately rewarding. The
Governmentcould do muchto streamlinethis process,reducecostsandinequitiesand
recognisethevalueandimportanceof intercountryadoptionasawayto build Australian
families.Thankyoufor your attentionto this matter.

GeoffandKatie Davis


