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WITHOUT PREJUDICE

KerryandRuthEmerson

Queenslandin

TheHouseofRepresentativesStandingCommitteeon Family andHumanServices

HonorableBrowynBishopMP
Chairperson
StandingCommitteeon Family andHumanServices
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

DearMinister,

By wayofintroductionmy nameis KerryEmersonandmy wife andI haveadoptedtwo
childrenform Ethiopia.Wewentthroughtheprocessofadoptionin Queenslandstarting
in the lastcenturyin 1997.In theyear2002wewereapprovedfor siblingsandwere
allocatedtwo beautifulgirls in 2002.

Duringtheadoptionprocesswe weresubjectedto astringentprocessofrequirements
wheremywife wasrequiredto conformto acertainbodymassindexalthoughherhealth
wasnot atrisk. I do notunderstandhowthisrequirementcandetractfrom parenting
skills?

Apart from thestatisticaldataalreadysuppliedfor eachstateregardingoverseasadoption
I believetheprocessofoverseasadoptionneedsto be addressedon anationallevel.

In regardto yourreviewI would like thecommitteeto takeinto accountmy following
viewson overseasadoption.

In someadoptioncasestwo ormorechildrenarecollectedatthesametime,beingvery
similar to amultiplebirth,butbecauseofdifferingagesin thechildrentheirneedsareat
differentlevels,but adoptedparentsreceiveno suchbenefit.

Also, maternityallowanceforadoptiveparentsis availablebut thechild hasto beunder
theageof 26 weeksatdateofplacement.This is in mostcasesofoverseasadoptionnot
possibledueto waiting timesafterallocations.

Giventhetimeframeofbeingableto be acceptedfor overseasadoptionin Queensland,I
believeanumberof applicantshaveandwill pull out oftheprocessastheyfeel it is a
‘weedingout’ ofsuitableapplications.Therefore,thiswill havetheresultofpeople
feeling like theyhavefailedandit will alsomakethemangry,asangergrowsout ofa
lossofcontrol.SurelytheQueenslandGovernmentmustbeconcernedaboutthe
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‘downloading’ofstressin systemsonto individualswhothencarrytheburdenof this
failureofthesysteminto society.

Likewise,theabsolutecomplianceofthecurrentQueenslandGovernmentregulations
regardingoverseasadoptionsconnotesa ‘just following’ mentalityall too readilyto
sacrificepersonalvaluesandclientwelfareto an imperfectsystemofrulesand
regulations.Thebottomline is the lawsregardingoverseasadoptionaregenerallyframed
with adultsin mind andnot thechildren’s.

At themomentthebureaucraticlegalisticnatureoftheoverseasadoptionprocessin
Queenslandis raisingcriticism, so it is up to theFederalGovernmentto find an
alternativeprocessthat will minimize andequalizetheoverseasadoptionprocess.

It needsto be askedthatif theyupholdcurrentguidelinesthatareput in placefor
overseasadoptionaretheyaretruly meetingethicalstandards?It is ethicallymoralto
haveseparateregulationsfor eachstateregardingoverseasadoption?This alsoneedsto
beaddressedat aFederallevel. N
I believetheFederalGovernment’slawson overseasadoptionshouldmaximize
happinessandminimizesuffering,that is, it shouldmovebeyondthescopeofone’sown
interestandtakeinto accounttheinterestofothers.

Therefore,theoverseasadoptionprocessshouldbe acaringprofessionfor all involved.

However,I dobelievetheoverseasadoptionprocessshouldfollow theQueenslandrules
andregulationswherethereis aneedfor theadoptiveparentsto havebeenmarriedfor a
minimumperiodoftwo years.This will thenstressempatheticassociationswith adoption
departments,aswell asasenseofbeingresponsibleandit promotestraits concernedwith
personalrelationshipssuchascompassion,sympathy,trust andinsight.

Beforewecommitagraveinjusticeagainstourfutureadoptedchildrenthelaws
regardingoverseasadoptionmustapplyto everycoupleequally.

Thankyou fortheopportunityofvoicing anopinionandI look forwardto yourbestir
reply.

Yourstruly,

KerryEmerson


