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To: Committee, FHS (REPS)
Subject: Intercountry Adoption

Attn: SecretaryoftheCommittee

DearSir/Madam

I ama singlewomanliving in Sydneybeginningtheprocessto adopta child from
overseas.I amcurrentlyfacingnearly$10,000for NSW fees,pluspossiblyover
$20,000in addition,for othercosts. This increasein costsfor peoplein NSW was
apparentlyto helpmakethedepartmentmoreefficient, fasteretc. However,from my
personalexperienceswith theDepartmentthis is increasein efficiencyis not
forthcoming.

Forexample,althoughmy ExpressionofInterestForm wasreceivedin theDepartmentat
theendofFebruary,theydidnot checktheenvelopefor thechequeandconsequently
heldup thebeginningprocessesofmyapplicationby amonth,althoughI wastold that
this wouldnothold up progressthroughtheadoptionprocess,I havestill to be contacted
aboutattendanceat aSeminar,andwhenI phonedthethis weekI waspolitely told to
wait to becontactedabouttheSeminar. I wasquitedisappointedby this introductioninto
theAdoptionprocess,andamsomewhatunsettledto think howtherestoftheprocess
with proceed- andgiventhisintroductionto theefficiencyoftheDepartment,I cannot
seeajustificationoftheincreasein NSW feesup to nearly$10,000.

I havebeenspeakingwith otherapplicantsfrom otherStatesofAustraliaandamquite
dismayedat thestarkdifferencesin requirementsto adopt- surelyweareall Australians,
andit is thebestinterestofAustraliansto betreatedequably. Recentarticleson thenews
statingthedeclinein birth numbersin Australia,andtheneedfor familiesto have
childrenarein contrastto theDepartment’sprovidinginequitableandoften inappropriate
blocksto Australianwho aretrying to adopt. Forexample...Theinequitabledifferencein
feesduefor peoplein NSW comparedto otherStatescansurelyhavenojustification.
Theinappropriaterestrictionson thebody-massofindividualsin Queenslandhasno
medicalormoralbackingandtherestrictionson singleapplicationsfor Queenslander’s
canhaveno moral grounds.

I askthatyouprovideaNationwideguidelinethatirons outtheseinequities,notby
sharingaroundthoserestrictionsthathaveno solidbasis,but by lifting the criteria-
restrictionswhichareunreasonableandnegatingtheveryunreasonablefee-increasesin
NSW.

I alsoaskthatthebiasshownto birth-parentsin Australiacomparedwith Adoptive-
parentsin regardsto benefitsandentitlementsis remedied.

Lastly, I mustaskthatyou seriouslyconsidertheunfairnessin thetimethatasingle
personmustwait to be ableto bringtheirchild home- this is neitherfair norjustified,



thereareothercountrieswilling for Australiato adoptfrom them,buttheGovernment
hasnot actedon completingthesenegotiations,andsinglepeopleareleft waiting for
years,asweareonly ableto adoptfrom avery limited numberofcountriescurrentlywith
agreementsfor singlepeopleto adopt.

I begthatyou considertheseissuescarefully,andact uponthemasis fair.

Yoiir~ truly


