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Sent: Wednesday, 20 April 2005 7:19 PM
To: Committee, FHS (REPS)
Subject: — Senate Inquiry on Adoption of Children from,

To whom it May Concern

My husbandandI areat thebeginningourjourneyinto adoptionfrom overseasandwe
havenoticeseverallittle ‘burnbs’ alreadythatif changedmayassistthejourneyto be a
smootherone.

Firstly, atno pointduringtheseminarswasthereanyconsiderationmadeto parentswho
arealreadyparentsand didn’tneedthe majorityoftheinformationthatwasgiveneven
thoughit wasat timesinterestingto hearaffirmationsofyourown skills. Theprocess
needsto madealittle smootherfor peoplewho arealreadyparents.

Secondly,thecostneednotbehigh if anything considerationshouldbe givenin termsof
‘babybonuses’andotherallowancesasthesepeoplearealsotaxpayersthatwill notbe
dippinginto thesepocketsofmoneywhichtheyhavehelppayinto. Therefore, some
moreconsiderationmustbe givento these parentsandto-beparentsin thewayof
compensation.JeMaternityleave when thechild arrivesbackinto Australia,baby
bonuses like waivingsomeofthefees inleiu

Thirdly, theprocessdiscriminatesagainstbig peoplewhich, I thoughtwasagainstthelaw
for employmentandothersuchindustrial issues,however, inadoptionparentscannot
haveaBMI of35 oroverotherwisetheirapplicationis completelycancelled.Is this not
discrimination?

Furtheron from thesepointsand from what I have experienced alreadyafterthe same
point someyearsagowhenmyhusbandandI gave upbecauseoftheobvious abuseof
thesystem bysomepeople,congratulationson theimprovementstheWestern Australian
Government hasmadeso far. Completely differentfeel and approachto thesystemsofar
this time.

Respectfully
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