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TheSecretary,
StandingCommitteeonFamily andHumanServices

Re: Inquiry into theAdoptionofChildrenfrom Overseas.

To theCommittee,

Inthelight ofrecentlegal informationrecievedfrom theDepartmentresponsiblefor
intercountryadoptionsherein Queensland,weareunableto publishinformationabout
theadoptionprocess.Unfortunatleydueto thisandthreatsof fines andpossible
imprisonmentwemustrequestthatournamesbewithheld.

1. *Lengthyprocess*.WeareAdoptiveparentsof aKoreanbornson
whojoinedourfamily in 2004.Thetimein whichit took from
expressionofinterestuntil wearrivedhomein Australiaasa
family took about2 andhalfyearswhichby QLD standardswas
quitefastbut yet still too long. To my knowledgeotherStates/
Territorieshavebeenableto processfiles in lessthanhalfthis
time.Familieswantinga quickerresulthavehadto move
interstateat greatexpenseto them,yet it wasnecessarydueto
agerestraintsthatwerein place.

2. *Age*. Inpastsubmissionstheupperagelimit hasbeenaddressed.
Ontheotherhanddiscriminationis occurringwith thosewho have
beentold theyaretoo youngandcouldwait. Whenmy wife andI
marriedin ourearliy20’s wedecidedto havechildrensoonafter.
Unfortunatelyinfertility put anendto ourdreamsofhaving
biologicalchildren.Whilst wewereprocessedin chronological
order,thesystemin QLD hasnow changedwherebythedepartment
responsiblecanchooseattheirdiscretiontheorderin which
couplesareassessed.Onecoupleweknowin QLD havebeentold
that theywerestill young(30ish)andtheyhavebeentold that
theyhadto wait. If couplesdiscovertheirinability to have
theirown biologicalchildrenwhilst theyarestill youngshould
notbepenalisedandputon thebackburnerwhentheychooseto adopt.

3. *Expense*.Our desireto haveafamily is immenseandsotoohas
beentheexpense.In an attemptto haveafamilywe firstwent
throughtheprocessofcostlyIVF. After morethansevenyearsof
treatmentandmanytearsweleft theprogramwithoutjoy only to
shedmanymoretearsofpainaswestruggledthroughtheprocess
ofinter-countryadoption.With mostofoursavingsexhaustedon
IVF, wewerenowfacedwith themammothtaskof saving$20,000+
for eachadoption.Whenwefirst discussedhavingafamily we
agreedthat3 to 4 childrenwouldbe great.Now 2 childrenis the



mostwewill everhavesimplybecauseofthecostsassociatedwith
adoption,andthis is only achievedthroughgreatsacrificeandat
a greatfinancialburden,somethingthatcoupleswho areblessed
to havebiological childrendon’t evenhaveto consider.Taxation
reliefon expensesassociatedwith adoptionshouldbeconsidered.
Whilst otherfamiliescanenjoygovernmentservicesatnocostto
them,it seemsthat thosewho wishto utilize thestategovernment
fundedinter-countryadoptionservicehaveto pay.Why is thisso?

4. *Baby Bonus*.We travelledto Koreawith anotherfamily from
Brisbaneto pickuporsons.Theirsonwas5 daysolderthanours.
Whilst wewerefortunateto receivethebabybonus,theywerenot.
Thereis no equalitywith the26 weekofagecut off. As far asI
amconcernedthereis expenseincurredwhetheryou givebirth to a
child, adoptoneatage5 months,5 yearsoratany age.

5• *NameIssues*.Fortunatelyherein QLD weareableto giveour

adoptedsons/daughtersanameofourchoice.Speakingwith couples
from NSW, I believethatthis is not thecase.Onceagainno
uniformity here.With muchalreadytakenfrom ourcontrolsomeof
usaredeniedtheopportunityto nameourown children.

Overallwearepleasedwith theoutcomeofouradoption,wehavea
beautifulboywho welove somuch.BUT theobstaclesandburdenswehave
hadto hurdleandendurecouldbereduced.Wewould appreciateany
relief, preferablymuchreliefandsomeequitythatparentsof
biologicalchildrenenjoy.

ParentsofoneverygorgeousKoreanbornson.


