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14thApril 2005

TheSecretaryoftheCommittee
StandingCommitteeon Family andHumanServices

DearSir/Madam

TheAustraliaKoreanFriendshipGroup Qid Inc is afamily supportgroupconsisting
offamilieswith adoptedKoreanchildrenandfamiliesinterestedin adoptingfrom
Korea. Thegroupwasestablishedto providesupportandfellowshipamongmember
familiesandincreaseourawarenessoftherich Koreancultureandheritage.

We welcometheopportunityto submitthefollowing.

There are a number of inconsistenciesbetweenStatesand Territories
in the approval processfor personsapplying for intercountry
adoptions.

Eachstateandterritoryhasdifferentpoliciesregardingage. Thesecoveranumberof
areas:

1. Theageof theadoptiveparents- Variouscountriessetagelimits on persons
applyingfor adoption. Currently,eachAustralianStateorTerritoryalso has
its own agerestrictions. Therefore,somecouples,althoughtheywould fit the
relinquishingcountry’sagecriteria,do notmeettheirindividual
state/territory’sagecriteria. If couplesweresimplygovernedby theage
restrictionsoftherelinquishingcountry,thenwewould haveconsistent
conditionsfor all Australiancoupleswishingto adopt.

2. Theageofthechildrenbeingadopted- This criteriaalsocurrentlydiffers from
stateto state. In Queensland,thecurrentmaximumagelimit for anadoptive
child is five years,whereasin otherstates,thechildrencanbeolder.

Fees
Eachstatedealswith thesamecountries,buteachstatehasdifferent feesandcharges,
eventhoughtheyeachdeliverthesameservice.



Marital Status
Eachstatehasdifferentpoliciesregardingmarried,de factorelationshipcouplesand
singlepersonswishing to applyfor adoption.Thenumberof yearsthatapplicants
needto havebeenmarriedbeforeapplyingto adoptalsovariesfrom stateto state.
Also, not everystateacceptsapplicationsfrom singlepersons.

Timeilnes
Eachstatehasdifferent timelinesto completethesameprocess.

Applvm2 for Adoption
Eachstatehasdifferentprocessesfor applyingfor adoption. In Queensland,the
applicationprocessis currentlyclosedandit is notknownwhenit will reopen.
Therefore,currentQueenslandresidentswishingto adoptachild/childrenmusteither
moveto anotherstateto applyorwait indefinitely for applicationsto becalled. If
coupleschooseto wait, theyfacethepossibilityof exceedingtheagelimit criteriaby
thetimethelist reopens,whichwouldmakethemineligible to apply.

Support GroupsNewsletters
Eachstatehasdifferentrestrictionson thecontentofthenewslettersproducedto
assistcouplesthoughtheprocess.With recentdevelopmentsin Queensland,couples
nowhavelessaccessandsupportfrom newslettersaswehavebeenrecentlyadvised
ofstrict regulationsrestrictingwhatweareallowedto publish. This impactshardest
oncountrymemberswho, for themostpart,thenewsletteris theironly contactwith
supportgroups.

There are alsoinconsistenciesbetweenthe benefits and entitlements
provided to families with biological children and thoseprovided to
families whohave adoptedchildren from overseas.

BabyBonus
Somefamilieshavereceivedthispaymentwhilst otherapplicationshavebeen
rejected.

Medical Procedures
Variousmedicalproceduresfor startingafamily arepaidforor subsidisedby Federal
orStategovernmentseg. IVF. Currently,no benefitsareavailableforpersons
adoptingachild/childrenfrom overseas.

In summingup, overseasadoptionasruncurrentlyby eachindividual stateis full of
inconsistencies.This causesunnecessarydelaysandanguishfor couples.Thereneeds
to beauniform setofrules soeachand everyAustralian(regardlessofwherethey
live) aretreatedequally. Again, wethanktheStandingCommitteeonFamily and
HumanServicesfor thisopportunityto commenton OverseasAdoptions.

StephenFinkel
PresidentAKEG Qid. Inc.

Address: 7 Firefly Crescent,Lawnton,Queensland,4501
Ph: (07) 38821968 or (07) 38812030

Mob: 0411420182 Fax: (07) 38812050
E-mail: stephen@thermalalarms.com.au


