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I amwriting asalesbianDoctorwho is concernedaboutaproposedbanon theadoption
ofoverseaschildrenby gayandlesbianpeoplein Australia. Researchhasdemonstrated
timeandagainthat childrenraisedby gay andlesbianparentssufferno adverseeffects
from thefactthattheirparentsaregayor lesbian,areno morelikely thanthegeneral
populationto begayor lesbianthemselves,andshowmoretoleranceandrespectfor
differencethanchildrenwith heterosexualparents.Thus if childrenofgayandlesbian
parentssufferno ill effectsfrom havinggayandlesbianparents,whatpossible
justification cantherebefor banningaccessto adoptionofoverseaschildrenby gayand
lesbianpeoplewhereheterosexualpeopleretainthisright? It is only aGovernmentthat
promotesblatanthomophobiathataimsto restrictaccessto overseasadoptionsoleyon
thebasisofaparent’ssexuality.If weseekto createadivisive, intolerantand
homophobicsociety,abanongayandlesbianpeoplehavingaccessto overseasadoption
is correct. However,if wedesirean inclusive,diverseandacceptingAustralian
community,thereis nopossiblejustification forthebanningof accessto overseas
adoptionfor gayandlesbianpeople.

Thankyou.
Dr SusanFox

inVictoria


