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TheSecretary
StandingCommitteeonFamily andHumanServices 7 April 2005

DearSir,
Inquiry into Adoption of Children from Overseas

RE: TermofReference1: Inconsistenciesbetweenstateandterritory approval
processes

Wehadlodgedanapplicationto adoptwhentheadoptionregisterin Queenslandwas
openedlastyearandwearecurrentlyon theExpressionof Interestregisterandin the
processof beingassessed.

About two yearsagowehaddecidedto adoptachild but weretold that theadoption
registerwasclosedandtherewas alsono chanceof usdoingsobecauseoftheage
restriction.Wewereelatedwhentheregisterfinally openedagainin Septemberlast
yearfor two months.However,wehadgrownolderandbecauseofourage,wewere
limited in thecountriesthatwecouldadoptfrom andalsotheageofthe child thatwe
couldparentassomecountriesdo specifyan agelimit in its eligibility criteria.We
knowofotherprospectiveadoptiveparentswho arealsoin thesamepredicament.

Theregisteris currentlyclosedwith no indicationofwhenit wouldbeopenedagain.
Thismeansthatthosewho hadmissedtheboatlastyearwouldhaveto postponetheir
adoptionplansindefinitely asit would dependon whenthenextofficial invitation for
Expressionof Interestis made.Theotheroptionis for themto moveto anotherstate.
Weunderstandthat Queenslandis theonly statewhich openstheregisterperiodically.
It seemsthat in manyotherstates,it is openedcontinually.If wehadlived outside
Queensland,wewould havebeenableto makean applicationyearsago andwouldbe
enjoyingourkidsby now!

We realisethat theQueenslandgovernmenthadintroducednewchangesto the
adoptionprocedureslastyearandthat is laudable.However,wehopethat in thenear
future,morestaffandotherresourcescouldbemadeavailableto the adoption
Departmentto enableit to dowhat theotherstatesareoffering, ie providingthe
opportunityfor eagerprospectiveadoptiveparentswho wishto parenta child to make
anapplicationthroughouttheyear.

Thankyou for lookinginto the aboveissue.

Yours faithfully,
Mark andLyndaOlive
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