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TheSecretary
StandingCommitteeon Family andHumanServices
HouseofRepresentatives

RE: Inquiryinto Adoptionof Childrenfrom Overseas

By wayofintroductionmynameis LeisaLow. My husband,Brad andourfamily live in
Queensland.We areonlynewto theInternationalAdoptionprocess,butwe

havediscoveredin theshorttimesincemakingourExpressionof Interestin October
2004thattheprocessis not consistentbetweenStatesandthat theentitlementsprovided
to adoptivefamilies is not fair in comparisonto otherfamilies.

To addressthe first tennofreference:I believethat thedifferencesbetweenStatesand
Territoriesdo notmakefor thebestsystem,but resultsin families from differentstates
beingunfairly treatedanddisadvantaged.Forexamplein ourcase,I am35, Brad is 37
wehavefourbiological childrenagedseven,five, threeand19 months. We understand
thatthewholeprocesscouldtakecloseto fouryearsfrom ourinitial applicationto
picking upourchildlren. This is anexcessiveamountof time, of coursetheprocessis
timeconsumingby its verynature,andwe expectto beassessedvigorouslyto make
certainweare“right” for thejob, but thetime in otherstatesis somuchless. This
amountoftimewould alsobring uscloseto theupperagelimits for adoptionfrom
Ethiopia.

It concernsmethatpotentialparentsarebeing “aged”out oftheopportunityto adopt
becauseofthis excessivetime for theirapplicationsto be assessed.

We wantto be assessedfor siblingsbecausehavingfourchildrenalready(biologicalor
adopted)discountsusfrom makinganotherapplication. I don’t think it is a State
Governmentresponsibilityto decide,that becausewe live in Queenslandwe areonly
allowedacertainnumberofchildren; surelythis wouldbebasedonwhatwecanprovide
for ourchildren. Wealsobelievethat it would be betterfor anychild we adoptto have
siblingswhohavecomefrom thesamecountry/culture.To haveabondwith someone
with similar experiences,if we only adoptonechild wecouldnotprovidethis.

To addressthesecondtermofreference:Having fourbiological childrenI know quite
well thecostofgiving birth andsettingup for anewbaby,andhavealwaysappreciated
anyhelptowardsthesecosts. But thecostofcaringfor childrendoesn’treduceafterthey
aresix monthsof age,whentheentitlementsarenot longeravailable. I believethis age
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limit needsto beabolishedandthat adoptivefamiliesreceiveall theassistancethat other
familiesrightfully receive.

To befurther financiallydisadvantagedwhenyou arrivehomewith yournewchild on
topof theextraordinarycostsaireadymet is simplynot fair.

Thankyou for readingmythoughts

LeisaLow
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