
vls. Kim Hamilton
~3HaysomStreet
[rigg WA 6029
~hone:94482727

7th August,2003.

TheHouseofRepresentativesStandingCommitteeon Family and Community
Affairs Inquiry into child custodyarrangementsin theeventof separation.

To WhomIt MayConcern:

Pleaseacceptmy submission.I ama singlemotherwith a smallbaby,andvery little
time,who is nonethelessvery concernedandverymuchAGAINST theproposed
presumptionofjoint custodyofchildrenof separatedparents.This submissionis
briefer,andlessdetailedthanI wouldhaveliked but, asasinglemother,I amboth
time andresourcepoor. It is for thisreasonthat I askyou to considermy individual
submissionasrepresentativeofjustsomeofthemanystrong concernsofbusycarer
parents(themajorityofthesebeingmothers)all overAustralia—manyofwhomwill
nothavefoundtime to makea submissionon theirownbehalf,andthatoftheir
children.

Listed belowaremy concerns,suggestionsandthoughtson thematter:
• Law alreadysaysthat THE CHILD’S INTERESTSARE PARAMOUNT.

Nothing,no otherfactor,shouldalterthis. Thesystemis fair ( orat leastaims
to be) for thechild. This shouldnotbeconfusedwithparents’rightsand
interestswhichmustremainsecondary.

• Thecurrentsystemalreadyallows room for arrangementsofjoint custody
wherethis is appropriateandin achild’s bestinterests.

• Mostseparatedparentswork out theirchild’s custodyarrangementson their
ownwithout courtinterventionanyway.

• I amveryconcernedaboutthe implicationsoftheproposedchangesfor
childrenandfamiliesandmothersaffectedby domesticviolence.I feelthe
presumptionofjoint custodywould betotally inappropriatein any family
wherethereis violence,abuse(includingpsychologicalandemotionalabuse).
I wouldhavesimilarconcernsin familieswheresubstanceabuseis aproblem,
ortherearementalhealthproblemsin theparents.

• Regardlessofidealsaboutall childrenneedingperfectmaleandfemalerole
modelsathome,I believethemostimportantthingis that achild hasa safe,
secure,STABLE, andloving environmentandrelationshipsaroundhim/her.
This is theprimaryneedofanychild- maleorfemalenomatterif theylive

‘J ~ with Mum orDad.
• Thelogistics ofmanagingschool,sport, activities,friends,sociallife and2

homesall in the samevicinity seemsdifficult if not impossible.
• I think it is also vital that a child hasa strongsenseof‘home’ andthis maynot

bepossibleacrosstheemotional,psychologicalandphysicaldividesof2
homes.In addition,achild needsatleast1 authorityfigure. 2 Conflicting
authorityfigureswould only causeconfusionandtension.

• As a child of separatedparentsmyself(for therecord,I livedwith my father
andvisited my mother),I know thatI foundadjustingandreadjustingbetween
2 homesand2 setsofrules, expectations,chores,authorityfigures,etc.very
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difficult. It alwaysrequiredareadjustmentperiod.Thepatternof constantly
adjustingandreadjustinghasthepotentialto affect a child’s successat school
and socialdevelopment.

• I believethatSharedcarewouldmakemorework, andmoreproblems,and
moreconfusionfor agenciessuchastheFamily Court,Centrelinkandthe
CSA. Whichparentwouldprovide/payfor what andwhowould regulate
this??

• Probabilityofmoretension,conflict andproblemsbetweenseparatedparents
whenattemptingto work outwho haswhatresponsibilities.E.g. major
decisionsin child’s life, rules,balanceof financialresponsibilities,etc.More
issuesto argueabout.Thechild wouldbecaughtin themiddle constantlyin a
sharedcarearrangement.

• I believesomefatherswould takeupjoint custody,for thesolepurposeof
avoidingtheirChild Supportresponsibilities(asmanyunderthe current
systemalreadydo).

• Mothersarestill by far theprimarycaregiversfor childrenin all families.This
factorshouldbeconsidered.Why shouldaparentsuddenlybegivenshared
care,if theyweren’tsharingbeforetheseparation??In addition,I believethat
the closeattachmentbetweenmotherandchild in particular( andespeciallyin
thecaseofyoungchildren)shouldbehonoured.

• I do believethatotherimportantpeoplee.g.grandparentsshouldhaveatleast
somerightsto accesswith achild theycareabout,but this needsto fit in with
thechild’s life andotheractivities.

• I amundertheimpressionthatseveralmen’sandfathers’groupswerebehind
thepushfor this Committee.I toobelievethatfathershaveagreatand
importantrole to playin theirchildren’slivesbut so oftenit is thefather
optingout ofhis involvementwith his children.I think thegovernmentshould
aim to encouragemen’sresponsibilityfor, commitmentto, andinvolvement
with theirchildrenfinanciallyandotherwisebeforeit considersmajor
changesto Family Law.

Thanksfor acceptingmy submission.PLEASEKEEP THE RIGHTSAND
INTERESTSOF CHILDREN PARAMOUNTIN YOUR DISCUSSIONSOF THIS
PROPOSAL.I haveincludedmy nameandphonenumberabove.Pleaseinform me
ofanypublichearingsor communityforumswhichmaybeheldonthis matter— I
would like to beheard.

Yourssincerely,

Kim Hamilton.


