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Informal Submission:

Topic: “Child Custodial Arrangement Inquiry”

I amwriting to theCommitteeSec. (StandingCommitteeofFamily & Community
Affairs) in responseto aletterI receivedfrom TheHonAlan CadmanMP,Federal
Memberfor Mitchell — dated24/7/03on theabove.

My inputto this all readywell hashedout issueis in it’s self, simplistic.

Family Law

PromotingtheFamilyLaw Court, essential.It’s positive role ratherthanthenegative.
Protectingtherightsofall parties.

Focusonmutualobligationregardingresponsibilityto nurturing,educating,and
raisinghealthilymindedchildrenableto adaptto change.Follow up of court
decisionsandthe progressofall partiesis in factworking for them.Thiscanbe
achievedin suchawaythat encouragesdisputingpartiesto addressissuesasthey
arise. Theintentionhere,reducepossible“ugliness”damagingto thechildren,
physicallyoremotionally.

TheparentsincludingStepparents,all needto haveclearboundariesandgoalsfor the
children’songoingquality of life.

OnechildIspokewith statedhewouldlike tohaveall children “micro chipped” so
whenhisfathertookhimawayfrom “mummy” shecouldfind him! Thisboy’s stofy
movedmewith his innocenceandhis genuineconcernto preventotherchildren~from
his kidnappingexperience.His fatherwasapolice officer! unableto orunwilling to
accepta courtdecision.. ~Mediation& Family Law mayhavefacilitateda lesspainful
outcomefor that little boy. I amwonderingif Identificationshouldbeusedto collect
childrenfrom DayCare,sportingfacilities, schools,hospitalsetc. Wouldthis help
reducekidnapping?Or addadditionalunrealisticexpectationson parents/facilitiesto
enforce?

Mediation

More funding from government,privatesectors,for mediationservicesrequired.
RelationshipsAustraliaprovidegreatbut theycannotdo it alone. Would it be
possibleto recruitmoreprofessionalmediatorsattachedto theFamily Law courtsin
all districts? Promotionoftheseservicesadvertisedin “Sydney’sChild” orsimilar
free monthlymagazines?Exposingservicesavailability in a non-confrontingway
mayencouragean increasein seekingtheserviceby individualsfacingcustodial
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battlesbeforethematterhits thecourts. Contactby all partiesconcernedmustbe
directedthoughamutualmediator,essentialfor continuity,enablingearlydetection
ofproblems. Specificcounselingmustalsobe assignedfor theprivateneedsof
individuals asrequired.

MediationServicesfor all mustbe accessible,affordable,multilingual,definitely

titratedto theindividualneedofthechildren& adultsinvolved.

ExtendedFamily Members

Oftenover lookedgroup— grandparents, aunts, uncles.. . also needsupport in coming
to termsofcourtdecisionsetc. Theycanthenin turnbe apositive,loving, supportive
influencein thesecustodialchallenges.This couldreducenegativei.e.: Mediation
shoulddefinitelyincludethis group. SomepeopleI havespokenwith areunableto
relateto the importanceofgrandparentsin theirchild’s life, comingfrom single
parentbackgroundswherethroughno fault of their own—

YoursRespectfully

JacquelineWalker RN, JTP.
6/60 JennerStreet
BaulkhamHills NSW 2153


